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by Chris Reynolds, President, Gospa Missions
A Remarkable Year

As we come up on 
the American holiday 
of Thanksgiving, we 
should always remem-
ber that, like the Pil-
grims, we need to first 
give thanks to God for 
all that we have. 

As I reflect back 
over what we accom-
plished in the past 
year and the blessings 
that have been grant-
ed us by our Lord and 
His mother, I’ve been 
amazed. We were able 
to continue Our Lady’s Power Hour and have some wonder-
ful guest clergy giving insightful reflections on the Mys-
teries when Bishop Joseph Strickland wasn’t available. 

In addition to Bishop Strickland, we are thankful for 
Deacon John Ragan from the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Father 
Adrian Hilton from the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri in Cin-
cinnati, Bishop Michael Sheridan, Emeritus of the Diocese 
of Colorado Springs (may his soul rest in peace), Father La-
dis Cizik from the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Canon Matthew 
Talarico with the Institute of Christ the King, Sovereign 
Priest, Father Matt Cushing of the Diocese of Covington 
and Father Nathan Cromly, President and Founder of the 
Saint John Institute in Colorado. We also produced and 
recorded all the Mysteries of the Rosary which are now 
available on our website, as well as a video library of all 
our past reflections from Our Lady’s Power Hour.

In addition, the Lord prompted me to start doing Vlogs 
(video logs) twice a week. This has had a great response 
and God showed me once again that I must trust Him and 
go out of my comfort zone. 

Also available on our website are regular blog posts 
each week about different Saints and devotions to keep 
our faithful immersed in their faith. 

We have also been able to publish our newsletters each 
quarter to accomplish the goal we set in 2020. We added 
a Newsletter Archive to our website where many of our 
back issues can be found. We will be adding more to the 

archive over the coming 
months as well.

Due to Covid re-
strictions over the past 
couple years, Magni-
ficat meetings were 
cancelled or severely 
restricted in size. This 
largely impacted our 
store revenue that 
helps cover operating 
expenses. This year, 
Mary was able, with 
our staff and volun-
teers, to get back out to 
the Magnificat Break-

fasts with our traveling store. She and some of our staff 
went to Pittsburgh, Greensburg, and Morgantown, West 
Virginia

And let’s not forget the fabulous retreat we hosted at 
the Mission in May, held here in a tent in our back park-
ing lot. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was celebrated and 
we had some great guest speakers: Canon Talarico, His 
Excellency Bishop Strickland from the Diocese of Tyler, 
TX, and our own Paul Ruggieri, who is a faithful volunteer 
and accomplished author and speaker. 

On the building front, even though we have not been 
able to raise the money to do the complete renovation so 
far, we believe that it will happen in God’s time. Through 
the generosity of many donors, we were able to raise the 
money needed to do emergency repairs on the roof and 
soffits. There were also some emergency plumbing repairs 
this past year which we had to correct. I thank the Lord 
every day for providing us with the resources through our 
generous donors and supporters to accomplish all that we 
have done this past year at Gospa Missions.

 
While we work hard on Evangelization for Gospa Mis-

sions, we have a sister organization, Abode for Children, 
that needed some maintenance attention and repairs. 
We have been able to address these issues, including roof 
repair, termite eradication, filling in wet, swampy areas 

‘Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever!’
1 Chronicles 16:34
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by Thomas Rutkoski

Continued on Page 3 - Editorial

The song Thank You, by Ray Boltz, is 
very appropriate at this time of year. The 
words, “Thank you for giving to the Lord, 
I am so glad you gave,” are the running 
theme in the song. The story tells of a 
man dying and going to heaven. When he 
arrives, he sees someone running toward 
him. The new arrival is embraced by the 
runner, who says to him, “Thank you. 
You are the reason I am here. You came 
to my Sunday school class and told us a 
story. That day I asked Jesus into my heart. Thank you for giving to the Lord.’”

These words should be on our lips in a special way this Thanksgiving 
for all who played a part in our conversions. It is all too often that we forget 
the people who had a great deal to do with drawing us closer to Christ. This 
Thanksgiving season, let’s make an effort to track them down, give them a 
spiritual hug and say, “Thank you.” It may be your pastor, a friend down the 
street or someone that has since moved halfway around the world.

The person on the top of my list is the Blessed Mother and I thank her 
every day. I did track down another person and I thanked him for his yes 
that ultimately helped me give my yes. That person is author and speaker, 
Wayne Weible. 

I recently had the pleasure of sharing the stage with him at the Fresno, 
CA, Marian Conference. His first little newspaper on Medjugorje was a cata-
lyst for my initial visit to that village. I had tried in the past to relate to him 
the impact of his story on my life and Satan kept getting in the way. Now, 
eight years after the fact, I finally accomplished the task.

It is an act of love to do something special for those that help you along 
the way. Love is what the Lord wants us involved in so we won’t be clanging 
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 This newsletter is dedicated 
to the Holy Spirit.

May we always 
do God’s will. 

An Editorial written in November 1995, from our founder, 
Thomas Rutkoski...and

Thank You, with Love

A Message from Mary Rutkoski...  
The editorial we have chosen for you this time was written more than twenty-

seven years ago and it, amazingly, is still filled with the words we need to hear 
again. The beautiful title below should tell you that. 

But it’s so easy to just take a quick look at what should be a helpful statement 
for all of us. I hope you will take the short time to read Tom’s editorial. It is one of 
the kindest and touching that he has have ever written. In fact, it makes me cry to 
read how much he truly means every word in his piece, especially when he writes 
that the Blessed Mother is at the top of his list. 

As you are reading Tom’s words, you should feel how beautiful they are. Thank 
You, With Love is exactly what he wants to share with you. Won’t you please take 
those few moments of reading Tom’s editorial so that you can really feel how much 
he means what he writes for you.

Our world today is somewhat in a very strange and difficult situation. See if 
Tom is giving you something to think about, something to give you peace and love. 
God bless you. 
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Amazing Grace Books and Gifts 
 Gospa Missions

We’re excited to be the go-to store 
for your inspirational and sacramental needs!

Please check out our great website, www.gospa.org, 
and find those perfect gifts 

for an upcoming wedding or other sacramental event.

And don’t forget our wonderful selection of books, like the ones below.

Order online or call us at 724-538-3171!

Set of 4 Books
by Thomas Rutkoski, 

Founder of Gospa Missions
Despite his dyslexia and other is-
sues, God used Tom Rutkoski in a 
powerful way. He never imagined 
he would or could write a book, 
much less four. Read Apostles 
of the Last Days and marvel at 
the lengths God will go to win a 
soul. Witness amazing things in 
Miracles and continue discover-
ing the path to sanctity in Great 
Divide and the Scriptural Rosary. 
Are you ready?

001-0007 Set of Four Books $30.00
That’s a 45% discount! 

You save $24.95 
off the individual prices!

Continued from Page 2 - Editorial
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 Thomas Rutkoski

...and Mary

gongs. Love gives purpose to life. 
The first Thanksgiving Day in 

America was an act of love. The 
pilgrims realized that the Native 
Americans, who helped them sur-
vive in this foreign and forbidding 
new land, were a gift from God 
and wanted to share with them the 
fruits of their harvest. They started 
the tradition. Let’s carry on with 
that tradition in a big way this 
year. We have much to be thank-
ful for in those Godly people that 
brought to us a breath of new hope.

To the rest of you that helped 
me along the way, this is your hug. 

I bless you with the blessing 
of the Blessed Mother and may 
the power of the Holy Spirit come 
upon you. 

Happy Thanksgiving!

around the school, water damage res-
toration, church interior repairs and 
statue renovations. 

Through the grace of God and, of 
course, the generosity of our donors, 
we are now able to install a second 
girls’ bathroom that has been sorely 
needed for over ten years. Our school 
was ranked Number One in the region 
and one of our students earned the 
distinction of being the highest scoring 
student in the region on his gradua-
tion exam. 

God never rests. Three of our 
young men are discerning the priest-
hood and two young ladies are discern-
ing a call to religious life. 

We are truly blessed that we are 
able to provide these children with a 
safe, healthy, and academically supe-
rior education. 

The final phases of planning a 
junior college for the girls are in the 

works. This opens many opportunities 
for the young ladies that they would 
not otherwise have. You will be hear-
ing more of this in the future. We hope 
and pray our work there will lift up the 
entire community.

 
As we come to the end of this year 

and we give thanks for all the bless-
ings that have been bestowed upon us, 
I would like to ask you to prayerfully 
consider giving a sacrificial gift to both Chris Reynolds

Gospa and Abode for Children. Your 
gift will allow us to continue to do our 
Lord and His mother’s work, bringing 
more souls to the kingdom of God. 

God bless you for all you do and 
know that we are praying for you each 
and every day!

@gospa.missions YouTube

Let’s Get Together More!
www.gospa.org
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Praise God for His Many BlessinGs...

The Lord has used YOU to bless us! THANK YOU!

Our website continues to expand in its offerings. Check out Chris’s VLog, Our Lady’s Power Hour additions, 
great blogs about the saints, holy days and feasts, and other topics relative to our Faith. You can also download our 
recent newsletters. Soon, we hope to make all our archived newsletters available, including Tom Rutkoski’s editorials. 

Gospa Missions

On March 26, a steady 
stream of visitors stopped 
by the store to venerate one 
of St. Pio of Pietrelicina’s 
gloves. We were honored to 
be able to offer this event.

Retreat at the Mission 
was our first-ever confer-
ence at the Gospa Missions 
property. The weather was 
chilly but the Holy Spirit 
was on fire. Thank you to 
everyone who attended!

The water heaters 
we had to replace for 
the upstairs. Just one 
of quite a few repairs 
and replacements in our 
old building that had to 
be done this past year. 
You helped us make it 
happen.

OUR MOST 
IMMEDIATE NEED

TO REMEDY 
— THE ROOF

Whichever direction we look at our roof, it’s a problem. The rub-
ber roofing material has long ago worn down. We tried sealing the 
seams and sticking on patches. But that didn’t last so we reached 

out to you — and you came through!
We hope to start as soon as possible to get a new 

roof put on before winter hits.

Thank You!!
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The Lord has used YOU to bless us! THANK YOU!

Abode for Children

Praise His eternal love!

The poor children at Mary Rose Buds School in the Diocese of Guntur have much for which to be thankful because of 
their sponsors and all who donate to Abode. You funded many repairs and improvements that were desperately needed. 

Before extermination 
of termites in the 

school library After extermination and repairs
Above left, One of the places damaged by 
the leaking roof. Above right, one of the 

places repaired before painting.
Problem: Flooded grounds on the campus

Solution: Add LOTS of new dirt & level it off

Result: A dry, useable campus with a new track & 
volleyball courts, as well as dry paths to walk on

New grille on girls’ balcony to keep 
out any would-be intruders
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Products to Celebrate the Season
Thanksgiving and Christmas are times to recall all our blessings, especially the best One, Jesus

A great hostess gift for that special 
friend. Pie plate is 10.5” wide and 
2” deep. Oven, microwave and 
dishwasher safe ceramic

Amazing Woman Pie Plate

583-0211 ......$29.00

Grateful Heart Oven Mitt

T h i s  h a n d y 
oven mitt will 
warm you or a 
loved one with 
its flower-filled 
heart and Grate-
ful Heart  mes-
sage.  Machine 
washable.

583-0186......$11.00

Joy to the World Campfire Mug

583-0256 ......$6.95

This stoneware campfire mug will 
put you in the Christmas spirit. 
It sports a spritely wreath with 
Joy to the World in its center. 3.5” 
high. Holds 13 oz. and comes in a 
gift wrap sleeve. Microwave safe.

Rest in God’s Love Spoonrest

583-0272 ......$17.00

Remind yourself that, no matter 
how hectic the holidays get, you 
can always Rest in God’s Love. 
Ceramic spoonrest is 10” x 4.25” 
and dishwasher safe. 

Look for these great hostess gift ideas at www.gospa.org or call us at 724-538-3171

Teacher’s Heart 
Mug & Coaster Set

583-0199 ......$12.00

Let a stand-out teacher know how 
much you appreciate him/her with 
this 15 oz. ceramic mug. Dishwash-
er safe. Comes with a matching 
polyester coaster. Gift-boxed.

The Story of the Poinsettia 
Ornament

A beautiful and bold ornament, 
fashioned of goldtone metal and 
red enamel with a center of spar-
kling crystals. The accompanying 
card tells the sweet story of the 
how the poinsettia became a sym-
bol of Christmas.

583-0272 ......$17.00

Christmas Cheer
Measuring Spoon Set

Add some Christ-
mas cheer to the 
holiday prepara-
tions with this 
delightful set of 

measuring spoons. Each handle features a special 
aspect of Christmas. 1/4 tsp., 1/2 tsp., 1 tsp. and 
1/2 tbsp. Handwash only.

583-0194......$18.00

Glass Bell Ornament 
with Red & Green Crystals

Lovely faceted glass bell ornament is 
accented with alternate green and red 
crystals set in a cable design. 1.5” high. 
Comes on a red satin hanger. 

602-0025......$25.00
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608-0087  Wreath ......$45.00
608-0081 Candles.......$5.95

Advent Wreath - Pine Cones & White Berries

Angels in Adoration Figure

Adoring angels 
contemplate the 
mystery of God 
Incarnate in 
this 13” high 
tabletop figu-
rine. Stone/
resin mix. Gift 
boxed.

603-0082 ......$54.99

Let Us Adore Him Nativity Set
Beautifully detailed, hand painted 
Nativity set brings the focus where 
it should be — on Christ, who is 
lovingly adored by the angel, His 
parents and the Wise Men. Sculp-
ture stands 8.75” high. Certain to 
be a cherished keepsake for years 
to come. Gift boxed.

603-0098 ......$79.95

Christmas Tree 
Nativity Figure

At nearly 21” high, 
th is  s tone / res in 
Christmas tree tells 
the wonderful story 
of Christ’s nativity. 
Carved look. Gift 
boxed.

603-0046 ......$69.95

Jesus is coming soon! Get ready with 
this attractive Advent wreath. The pine 
is enhanced with sprigs of greenery, glit-
tery pine cones and pearlescent white 
berries. Candles available separately in 
a set of four - three purple, one pink. 7/8” 
diameter, 10” high.  

O Come, Let Us Adore Him
Advent & Christmas Traditions

Children will love the in-
viting illustrations as they  
learn about the various 
traditions associated with 
Advent and Christmas. 
Softcover. 32 p. Ages 5-9.

603-0046 ......$69.95

Joyous Christmas 
Tree Shaped Board Book

A fun board book for little 
hands that introduc-
es why we celebrate 
Christmas and some 
of its traditions, like the 
créche and giving gifts. 
Book stands 9.5” high and 
11” across when open. 

605-0065 ......$7.95

The Wise Men Who Found Christmas

New from Raymond Arroyo, an original 
re-telling of the visit of the Wise Men. 
Based on Scripture and recent archaeo-
logical discoveries, Arroyo weaves an 
absorbing account of three seekers who 
came to find the True Light of the World. 
Hardcover. 48 p.

WMSCH ......$17.95

Away in a Manger 
Child’s Nativity

A sweet addition to 
a child’s room or 
as a table decora-
tion. Made of color-

ful resin, the figure is 
3.75” W x 5” H. Gift 
boxed. 

601-0107 ......$27.95

Holy Family Lantern

The Holy Family is featured in 
this 11” H lantern water globe. 
LED light makes the snow 
sparkle. Comes with USB cord 
or use AA batteries.  

603-0086 ......$48.00
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Our Lady’s Power Hour
with reflections by

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph Strickland
We will be praying for our families, our Church and our country

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 9pm EST

To join, sign up at www.gospa.org 
and click on the banner at the top of the pageu t

Handmade
CHOCOLATES

 — SINCE 1938 —

Betsy Ann Chocolates, 322 Perry Highway, Pittsburgh, PA 15229
Look for their delicious creations at Giant Eagle Supermarkets, 
Sam’s Club and other retailers throughout Pennsylvania or go to 

www.betsyann.com or call (412) 931-4288

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors this Year:

American Principles Project & Betsy Ann In Remembrance
of 

All Our Deceased 
Sponsors & Donors

Eternal rest
grant unto them,

O Lord,
and let perpetual light

shine upon them.

May their souls
and the souls of all 

the faithful departed
rest in peace. 

Amen.


