
THE ART OF CREATION
Hand made In Africa

THE TECHNIQUES



We are a proud partner 
of United Nation’s Ethical 
Fashion Initiative

LOCATION & HEADQUARTERS
(Ghana , Mali) 

Our

Accra & Cape Coast, Ghana - Hand-Batiking

Accra & Cape Coast, Ghana - Bespoke Tailoring

Mali - BÒgÒlanfini 

Mali - Indigo Dyeing

Bolgatanga, Ghana - Basket Weaving

Accra, Ghana - Hand Engraving

Accra, Ghana - Hand-Painting

Somanya, Ghana - Beading 

STUDIO ONE EIGHTY NINE is a social enterprise that consist of creativities that seeks to provide a platform to help promote and curate African and African-in-
spired content through various projects such as media and cultural events. The collective includes artists, musicians, dancers, architects, designers, photographers, 
foodies, travelers, innovators, thinkers, activists, dreamers. Together we represent countries all over Africa and its Diaspora. Created by Rosario Dawson and Abrima 
Erwiah, the mission of Studio One Eighty Nine and the idea for Fashion Rising, took shape following a trip with V-Day in February, 2011, through Kenya, Burundi and 
Rwanda to Bukavu in the Democratic Republic of Congo for the opening of the City of Joy.
We showcased our second fashion rising collection during Ghana Fashion Design Week in October 2013. We will launch the third collection in September during 
fashion week. We are also currently working with the United Nations ITC Ethical Fashion Initiative with a mission in West Africa and the hub in Ghana.
The Mission:  To use Fashion as an agent for Social Change, turning challenges on the ground into opportunities
Social Impact: We focus on

Education: Promoting and Providing Access to Education through workshops, creating certified programs, trainings / skills development, counseling
Economic / Employment: Creating economic opportunities through our website, our agency, and our project collaborations
Empowerment: Creating the space for our talent to produce high quality work, have the opportunity to receive credit for their own work and source as much as 
possible in local markets.

What we do: We created
an online magazine and E-commerce site that showcases fashion/art/music and creative content from Africa and its diaspora (studiooneeightynine.com )
a supporting agency that supports organizations with various activities such as marketing & communications services etc
a fashion collection to support local artisans (called Fashion Rising Collection ) 

Fashion Rising Collection, an artisan-produced fashion collection launched in support of V-Day’s One Billion Rising. Statistics indicate that one in three women 
globally—that is, one billion women—will be raped or beaten in their lifetime. On February 14th, Fashion Rising joined One Billion Rising, together with individuals 
from 13,000 organizations in over 207 countries, in a global action to “walk out, dance, rise up and demand” an end to violence against women. Inspired by the 
spirit of OBR and dedicated to its support, Fashion Rising represents a unique collaboration of artists, designers, artisans, and organizations working to create 
awareness of One Billion Rising, to stop violence against women and empower women by building sustainable fashion and artisanal businesses. It’s basically Fashion 
standing up to stop violence against women.

ABOUT US
(HQ | Ghana, West Africa)

MALI

GHANA



“BOA ME NA ME MWOA WO”
Help me and let me help you

SYMBOL OF COOPERATION AND INTERDEPENDENCE

ROSARIO DAWSON
C0-FOUNDER

ABRIMA ERWIAH
C0-FOUNDER
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HAND-BATIKING
(Cape Coast, Ghana)

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with 
artisans in the Cape Coast area of Ghana 
near the first slave castles built in the 17th 
century to preserve the ancient art form 
of Batik. Cloth is first washed, soaked and 
beaten with a large mallet. We draw patterns 
with pencil that is later carved into their 
shape in wood or in sponge. 

They are then dipped in hot wax, which 
functions as a dye-resist. The wax is applied 
using tools such as a sponge or wooden 
stamp. The artisan mixes dye just as a paint-
er mixes paint to achieve the desired hue. 
After the cloth is dry, the resist is removed 
by boiling the cloth. 

No two pieces of textile will ever be exactly 
the same, each piece is a work of art, each 
piece is a painting. 
It takes 1-2 days to hand-batik fabric for 
an item such as a dress or a pair of pants. 
We employ 2-3 artisans depending on the 
volume of production.

Watch Aggie in The 
Making of Fashion 
Rising Collection II



HAND-PAINTING
(Accra, Ghana)

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with artists and painters across Ghana and in around the world 
such as Azerbaijan. Our painters take inspiration from indigenous scenes and translate local life into 
original painters that are then hand-painted onto our textiles.  

Each garment that you wear is a masterpiece and is unique, bearing the markings of the hand of 
the artisan that so diligently captured it and painted it for the wearer. It takes 1 artisan a week to    
hand-paint a garment. 



BÒGÒLANFINI
(Mali) 

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with communities 
in Mali to create mud cloth textiles otherwise known 
as Bògòlanfini or bÒgÒlan. 

Our artisans apply fermented mud to the cotton in 
a process that involves many layers of application. 
The effect produced is a beautiful painting in various 
colors in accordance with our design. 

The fabric is then transported to Ghana and used by 
our tailors and seamstresses to create our garments. 
It takes 2-3 artisans and approximately 3 weeks for 
us to produce bÒgÒlan. 

PHOTO credit: ITC ETHICAL FASHION INITIATIAVE



INDIGO DYEING
(Mali) 

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with communities in Mali to create Indigo textiles. Indigo 
dye is a natural dye extracted from plants with a distinctive blue color. Indigo was the foun-
dation of centuries-old textile traditions throughout West Africa. Our artisans dye fabric into 
different print patterns using this technique which are then transported to Ghana and used by 
our tailors and seamstresses to create our garments. It takes 2-3 artisans and approximately 3 
weeks for us to produce indigo.



BASKET WEAVING
(Bolgatanga, Ghana)

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with basket weaving artisans in the Northern Region of Ghana. 
Our artisans split the stalk of grass, and like an artists mix and dye the grass into various colors to 
create the desire effect. 

The grass is then woven into baskets and bags into beautiful vibrant colors according to our designs. 
Additional, materials are then added to the bags such as leather to create an extra layer of function-
ality and beauty for our clients. It takes 1-2 artisans and approximately 3 days to weave a basket or a 
basket bag.



Gold Smithing & Engraving
(Accra, Ghana)

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with metalworking artisans in Accra, Ghana, otherwise 
known as the Gold Coast, who specialize in working with gold, brass and other precious metals. 
Our goldsmiths are skilled in forming metal through filing, soldering, sawing, forging, casting 
and polishing metal. These are skills that have been passed down through apprenticeships and 
through generations of training. Our jewelry is hand-made and hand-engraved. 

Each piece is unique as each piece is created using the hand of the artisan. It is a a testament 
to the history and evolution of the craft and skilled developed over time. It takes 2-3 artisans 
and approximately 2 weeks to hand-make and hand-engrave our S189 metal jewelry. 



BEADING
(Eastern Region, Ghana)

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with 
bead-workers and glassblowers in the Eastern 
Region of Ghana. We create recycled glass 
beads using the traditional techniques that 
have been passed down from generations. It 
involves taking old bottles such as Guinness 
Beer for example and crushing the glass into 
powder.

 The powder is then meticulous put into a 
design, and placed into clay molds then fired 
into a wooden burn tendered to using recy-
cled car parts. The beads are then washed in 
water and sand and strung according to our 
designs. 

Other beads are blown using traditional glass 
blowing techniques passed down from Arti-
sans in the Murano region of Italy. 

Each piece is hand-made and hand-painted 
and is a work of art, that is worn by chiefs 
and kings alike. It takes 2-3 artisans 1 week 
to hand-make and hand-paint our beads. 



BESPOKE TAILORING
(Accra | Cape Coast, Ghana)

The Art Of

Studio One Eighty Nine collaborates with artisans in Accra & Cape Coast Ghana to make men’s and 
women’s suits, coats, trousers and similar garments, with fabrics such as wool, linen or silk. the tailor is 
met locally and the garment produced locally. 

We work with 2nd and 3rd generation tailors that have apprenticed in workshops of older experienced 
tailors and learned the craft. We take measurements, assess posture and body shape and make unique 
modifications to garment. It takes around 3 fittings and about 4 weeks to make a handmade suit. We 
employ about 2-3 artisans depending on the volume of production. 



EDUCATION & SKILLS TRAINING
(Accra | Cape Coast, Ghana)

The Art Of
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