
MEET THE

HEROES
2021

13 10
29

13

8

2

8 6

2
2

7

2



West

Technology & CTE Teacher
Camp Verde, Arizona

CHANCE WEIR

High School Science Teacher
Mansfield, Washington

LAURA 
WOMMACK 

Innovation Lab Specialist
Castle Rock, Colorado

JENNIFER JENSEN

5th Grade Teacher
Tigard, Oregon

ROSE 
FREEMAN

Innovation Strategist
Beaverton, Oregon

RYAN
HOXIE

Computer Technology Teacher
Longmont, Colorado  

CHRIS SCHMITZ

Teacher
Rowland Heights, California

VANNESSA 
FOWLER

Math Teacher
Littleton, Colorado

COLE DAMON

Director of Innovation and Creativity
Beverly Hills, California

TZVI HAMETZ

Media Specialist/Robotics Coach
Erie, Colorado

JAMIE NESBITT



West

STEM Lab Facilitator
Reno, Nevada

MARK OCHS
Maker Lab Teacher
Carson City, Nevada 

JACKIE TAN

Digital Learning Coach

TAMARA 
ARAGON
Los Lunas, New Mexico



Mid-West

Junior High Teacher Leader
Robinson, Texas

CARRIE FARRELL
Technology Applications / 
Computer Science teacher & Robotics coach
Watauga, Texas

JAVIER AGUILAR

Children's Librarian
Enid, Oklahoma

KITTY HERBEL

District Technology Integration Specialist
Maple Grove, Minnesota 

JODI
JOHNSON

Innovation Coach  
Sturtevant, Wisconsin 

BRENDAN KELLY

InnovationTeacher
Saint Peters, Missouri

ANDY 
WALL

STEM Project Coordinator
San Antonio, Texas

ASPEN
MEINEKE

Director of Blended Learning and CS
Cedar Hill, Texas

KIMBERLY 
LANE CLARK

GT Campus Coordinator and Teacher
Tomball, Texas

LAUREN 
FREEMAN

Computer Science Teacher
Hot Springs, Arkansas

CHRISTY
RUFFIN



East

Technology Teacher
Palantine, Illinois

LAUREN
WYSOCKE

Gifted Intervention Specialist and Coordinator
Dayton, Ohio

AIMEE
ASHCRAFT

Teacher
Freeport, Illinois

HANNAH PALS
STEAM Lab Teacher 
Chicago, Illinois

SARAH
WEISMAN

Special Ed / Coding Teacher
Willow Springs, Illinois

KARYN LISOWSKI

Learning Commons Director 
Oswego, Illinois

JOSH
STUMPENHORST

Computer Lit. Teacher & Technology
Coordinator  
Brookfield, Illinois

GARRETT GROSS

K-5 STEM, Coding & Design 
Dayton, Ohio

ALAN LIMKE

Learning Resource Teacher
Palatine, Illinois

TODD
DOERPINGHAUS

STEM Teacher 
Lakewood, Ohio

JAIME CHANTER



East

Math and Science Coach
Newark, Ohio

JENNIFER
KEENE

Technology and Engineering Teacher
Powder Springs, Georgia

RICHARD WHITE 

STEAM Lab Teacher K-5
Marietta, Georgia 

SEAN
SPLAWSKI

Innovation Specialist 
Austell, Georgia 

ALANA 
DAVIS 

3rd- 8th STEM Lab Instructor
Dandridge, Tennessee

Instructional Technology Coordinator 
Rineyville, Kentucky 

BRANDY NEW

PHILLIP LEWIS

8th Grade Science Teacher
Huron, Ohio

LEAH LACROSSE

Physics and Zoology Teacher
Dallas, Georgia 

LAUREN MARRONE
Instructional Coach
Dallas, Georgia

TRENT 
STAPLETON

Makerspace Director
Livonia, Michigan

NICHOLAS
PROVENZANO



East

Middle School Science Teacher
Summerland Key, Florida

ALENA 
ELLERBEE

Elementary Venture Teacher
Auburn, Alabama

BETH BASS

School Library Media Coordinator
Green Cove Springs, Florida

ALLISON 
LONG

EC Resource Teacher
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

BROOKS
JONES

Elementary Science Program Specialist
Lutz, Florida

MICHAEL
CULLEN

Digital Learning Specialist  
Kinston, North Carolina

HANNAH
JIMENEZ

Educational Technology Integrationist
Lake Mary, Florida 

BRANDON
HAZZARD

Gifted Education Specialist
Candler, North Carolina

SAM YANCEY

Media Specialist 
Franklin, Georgia

LIZ SPRADLIN



North East

Technology Integration Specialist
Glastonbury, Connecticut

JESSICA 
WILLIAMS

STEM Educator 
The Bronx, New York

JAMES 
EWING

Director of STEM
Education  
Staten Island, New York 

ERIC
WALTERS 

Technology Coordinator
New Hartford, New York

RYAN
ORILIO

STEM Coach 
Woodhaven, New York 

SEAN
ARNOLD

Physics Teacher
Boonville, New York

NICHOLAS  
PALCZAK

Independent Educator 
Exeter, Maine

JULIE  
WILLCOTT

English Teacher
Merrick, New York

Assistant Coordinator for Model Schools
Gansevoort, New York

RICHARD PERRY

LAURIE GUYON

Integration Teacher
Heidelberg, Pennsylvania

JEFFREY
PATRICK



North East

Digital Tech and Gifted & Talented Teacher
Morganville, New Jersey

PAIGE 
BESTHOFF

STEAM Teacher
Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey

KIM (KIMBERLY) 
HOFFMAN

Mathematics/STEAM grade 6
Westernville, New York

JUSTIN 
WIEDRICK



International

Innovation Coach
Alberta, Canada

HEATHER RENTZ
Elementary Classroom Teacher
Ontario, Canada

MARK LABUDA

French Immersion STEM 
Inspired Teacher 
Ontario, Canada

ERIC
MENDES

Teacher
São Luís, Brazil

PEDRO LOBO
Educator and Director 
São Paulo, Brazil 

EMIL GETSCHKO

Subject Coordinator Numeracy 
& Science
New Brunswick, Canada

BRYAN
OUELLETTE

Education Support Teacher k-12
Riverview, Canada

CÉLINE 
GALLIEN

High School Teacher
Vermilion, Canada

JAMIE 
STROMBERG

Education Support Teacher
Moncton, Canada

BETH 
DOIRON

Elementary Makerspace Teacher
Quebec, Canada

MARC TRAVERSY



International

Teacher / Head assistant
Catania, Italy

ALESSANDRO
SUIZZO

Design and Technology Lead
West Lancashire,  United Kingdom 

AARON 
WINSTANLEY

Computing Coordinator
Cheshire, United Kingdom 

HARRY
EARNSHAW

Teacher
Rome, Italy

MONICA 
SANDRI

Teacher
Rome, Italy

SERENA
ZANOTTI

Head of eLearning and Digital Strategy 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

MARTIN
WILLIS

Head of Computing and IT
Worcester, United Kingdom 

MATT WARNE

Education Professional Development Specialist
England,  United Kingdom 

STEVE BUNCE

MICHAEL
O’KANE
Principal/Headteacher
Swatragh, Ireland

Head of Computing and Digital Literacy
Bedfordshire, England

CLAIRE 
KABBANI



International

Teacher Upper Primary
Queensland, Australia

BELINDA
PIGGOTT

ICT Teacher Trainer 
New South Wales, Australia

BEV BABBAGE

EdTech Teacher and Coding Club Creator
Haute Garonne Occitanie, France

CHARLOTTE
BILLOT

Physical Education Teacher
Victoria, Australia

MARCUS
PANOZZO

Year 2 Teacher and Head of EdTech
Hannover, Germany 

BRADLEY
DAVIES

Coding Teacher
Joensuu, Finland

ELLA SUORTTI

Chief Innovation Officer 
Sauðárkókur, Iceland

INGVI HRANNAR 
OMARSSON

Digital Technology Teacher/ Coach

PETER 
ABT
Queensland, Australia

Physical Education and Sport Instructor
Victoria, Australia

WAYNE SCHULTZ

‘

Teacher
Locate di Triulzi, Italy

MARIA 
CAVALLO 



International

Lead Facilitator
Wellington, New Zealand

KATRINA
LAURIE

Head of English Department
Osaka, Japan

MICHAEL
CAFUTA

Director of ICT & R&D
Rosh Haayin, Israel 

SHAHAR
AMI MIZRAHI

Chief Innovation Officer 
Pardes Hanna-Karkur, Israel 

AVIAD
BENJAMIN

Curriculum Leader of Mathematics & 
Statistics
Auckland, New Zealand

SUBASH
CHANDAR K

MEGAN 
LOWE
Grade 3/4 Teacher
New South Wales, Australia 

Teacher
Kobe, Japan

MIKA TANAKA

Senior Coordinator, CODE
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

YEN HUYNH

Computer Science Teacher
Ksar el Kebir, Morocco

YOUSSEF AYOUB

Technology Integrator
Beijing, China

SATYENDRA
ARORA

P-12 Instructional Designer
Queensland, Australia

ADAM KING


