
DIAGNOSTIC
SPELLING 
ASSESSMENT



WHY ASSESS?

 There are two main reasons for the 
assessment process:

1. To collect information that allows 
a teacher to write programs that 
match the needs of the class 
student/body

2. To prepare a remediation 
program for students who have 
gaps in their knowledge, or who 
have mis-learnt information



THE SPELLING 
ASSESSMENT 
TABLE
This table is contained in our 
Program and Teaching 
Guide



THE
ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

1. Choose the test that best 
matches the ability level of the 
student/class. NOTE: The test 
levels 1-4 indicate levels of 
difficulty, NOT class grades.

2. Give the test. If necessary, put the 
words into context in a sentence, 
or give a definition of a word.



THE
ASSESSMENT
PROCESS 
(CONTINUED)

3. Mark the tests. Count the errors 
and place that score in the top, 
right-hand corner of each 
student paper.

4. Arrange the student papers in 
numerical order starting at zero 
errors, according to the score at 
the top of each sheet.

5. Select the appropriate analysis 
sheet.

6. List the student names according 
to the order of the student 
papers.

7. Mark the boxes, indicating an 
error, for each student.



SAMPLE OF 
COMPLETED 
ANALYSIS 
SHEET
Proformas for the five Analysis 
Sheets are contained in our 
Program and Teaching Guide



ANALYSIS
OF
RESULTS

1. Look down the columns. If a large 
percentage of the class has 
made the same error, it may 
indicate that a certain concept 
has not yet been taught.

2. Look across the rows. There will 
generally be three groups of 
students.
a. Those students who have 

made no, or very few, errors. 
(e.g., 10 or less errors)

b. Those students who have 
made a large number of
errors (e.g., 36 or more errors)

c. A middle group (usually the 
largest group) who have 
made between 11 and 36 
errors



PROGRAMMING
FROM THE
ANALYSIS OF 
RESULTS

1. If the bulk of students are in the 
middle group (between 13 and 29 
errors in 48 words) then this test will 
represent the spelling level for class 
programming. The middle group will 
work on the basic spelling list; the 
more able group will work on the 
extended words from the basic 
spelling list; and the less able group 
may need words at a simpler level, 
within the same family structure or 
spelling pattern.



PROGRAMMING
FROM THE
ANALYSIS OF 
RESULTS 
(CONTINUED)

2. If the bulk of students are in the 
top group (12 or less errors in 48 
words) then the test should be 
repeated at the next level up, and 
the analysis repeated.

3. If the bulk of students are in the 
less able group (30 or more errors 
in 48 words) then the test should 
be repeated at the previous level, 
and the analysis repeated.



NOTES ON USE

 Note 1:  Each spelling list has been 
constructed to test various concepts: 
c-v-c words, digraphs, and irregular 
words. This allows a further analysis of 
what to include in a class program. 
Each Class Analysis Sheet indicates the 
purpose of the inclusion of each word 
in a group at the bottom of the table.

 Note 2:  This assessment procedure is 
conducted ONCE at the beginning of 
the school year. 

 Note 3:  Weekly (Friday) spelling quizzes 
are used to determine whether 
students have mastered the words on 
the current spelling list and to monitor 
progress.
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