
that makes you dig in and tug the sound 
out with more bow pressure?   

 

5. What else would you like to share?  Tell 
us anything at all.  

� Whatever you believe will help us better 
understand you and your needs will be 
welcome.  

� Is there something that you feel a little 
foolish about mentioning but that would 
probably make you reject an instrument 
immediately?   

 

 

In Conclusion 

Finding a new instrument should be an enjoyable 
journey- so have fun! 

And now, a word from our attorney: Under no 

circumstances whatsoever shall Charles J. Rufino Violin Maker 

LLC or any d/b/a/ or subsidiary be liable for any indirect, 

consequential, or punitive damages arising from following the 

advice or suggestions contained in this document.  In the event of 

any damage to any person or entity due to reliance on the advice 

or information in this document, the maximum liability to Charles 

J. Rufino Violin Maker LLC or any subsidiary to the shall not 

exceed the consideration paid for this information. 

 

About Charles J. Rufino 

 

Master Violin Maker Charles J. Rufino studied violin making 

and restoration for ten years in some of  the finest studios  

of Europe  and the  United States.   Since 1983 from his 

own studios in Huntington, Long Island and New York he 

has made instruments considered by experts to be the 

equal of old Masters.  Today, Rufino instruments are used 

by discerning musicians and heard live and in recordings 

of concerts and television, movie and Broadway 

soundtracks.   

 

He established The Long Island Violin Shop to share his 

expertise with string teachers and their students.  The 

LIVS specializes in excellent affordable instruments and 

expert services for serious young string players.  Mr. 

Rufino is a member of The American Federation of Violin 

and Bow Makers,  L’Entente Internationale des Maitres 

Luthiers et Archetiers d’Art, and the String Industry 

Council of the American String Teachers Association 

(ASTA)   He is a well known spokesman for his art, and 

presents an illustrated PowerPoint lecture The Art and 

Lore of the Violin numerous times each year to student 

and professional groups. 

 

 

CHARLES J. RUFINO ©2007          

5th Edition All rights reserved.  

The Long Island Violin Shop is a division of 

Charles J. Rufino Violin Maker LLC 
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631-427-3569 music@liviolinshop.com 
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Background Information 

When a musician comes to us looking for an 

instrument, we prefer to meet, discuss their 
needs and seek a deeper understanding of their 
desires.  If we are not face-to-face, this process 
becomes more challenging and the questions 
below have helped many of our clients find their 
dream instrument.  Please let this be a relaxing 
and pleasant diversion, to unlock your 
imagination and dream about your ideal new 
instrument. 

Reflecting about dreams and desires is 
never a quick and simple process; it is more like 
studying a beautiful work of art that reveals 
greater depths of hidden beauty the more we 
look.  In that spirit, please find a moment to 
relax, make yourself comfortable, consider the 
following questions, see if any stimulate your 
imagination, and respond to them accordingly.  
Some of the questions may seem redundant, 
which was done purposefully to speak to persons 
of different temperaments.  Naturally, you may 
ignore any questions that seem irrelevant or 
intrusive.  We can e-mail a version of this 
pamphlet so you could respond directly in the 
text and keep a copy for yourself.  

1. Who are you?  Please tell us about 
yourself. 

� Why are you looking for a new 
instrument?     

� Are you a professional, adult amateur, or 
a student?   

� How long have you been playing?  If you 
are a student, what is your age? 

� Are you studying at present, and with 
whom?   

� On average, how many hours a day or 
week would you say you spend playing?   

� What sort of music do you like to play?   

� Would you describe the music you 
primarily play as chamber music, 
orchestral music, or solo?   

� Do you have physical requirements that 
would be helpful for us to be aware of: 
are you of petite build, are you hands 
small, have you had any physical ailment 
related to playing an uncomfortable 
instrument?  

 

2. What are you playing on now?  Tell us 
about your present instrument and/or bow. 

� How long have you had it?     

� Why do you want to change?   

� Who is the maker?   

� How did you get it, and how much did it 
cost you?   

� What do you like most about it, what do 
you like least about it?   

� What problems have you had with that 
make you want to change?   

� What are you going to do with it/them 
when you have your new instrument? 

 

3. How is search for an instrument 
progressing?  Tell us about your process so 
far. 

� Do you need an instrument, bow, or 
both?   

� How long have you been looking?   

� How many instruments or bows have 
you played?   

� What have you seen that you liked and 
why?   

� What have you seen that you disliked and 
why?   

� Is there a time deadline for you to own a 
new instrument and/or bow?   

� Do you want a new instrument to fill a 
specific need?  Are you taking an audition 
or a new position, or going to college?   

� Was it your idea or did somebody else 
suggest you need a new instrument or 
bow?   

� Do you have a person helping you make 
the final decision about your new 
instrument? 

 

4. What would your dream instrument be?  
Tell us more about the instrument you will 
love. 

� What size instrument are you looking 
for?   

� Is there anything specific you really want 
in color or appearance?   

� Do you want a new or old instrument?   

� What sort of sound are you looking for?   

� Would you describe your playing style 
and sound as more like Mozart or 
Brahms? 

� What is your budget?  

� Would you say you prefer a bright sound 
or a dark sound?   

� Which are more important to you: tone 
quality and color or  volume and 
projection?   

� Do you prefer an instrument with quick 
response under light bow pressure or one 


