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Overview
The Stellar X3 features a high-grade 

brass and iron body with a new metallic 
TZ medallion. It’s larger than the X2 series 
mics; the head basket was designed to 
help provide a more transparent and less 
colored signal. It has a powder-coated  
black finish with matching grille color 
and features two switches on the body: 
highpass filter and -10dB pad.

The K67-style capsule is gold-sputtered 
and 34mm in diameter. It’s made from 
pure brass and 3-micron thick Japanese 
Mylar. The 3-micron design (as opposed to 
the traditional 6-micron) results in improved 
sensitivity and better signal-to-noise ratio 
(compared to the X2 models).

Stellar X3 features a custom transfor-
merless JFET circuit designed to warm 
up the typically bright capsule without 
sacrificing detail. This custom tuning 
helps achieve a more natural and bal-
anced response. The JFET in each micro-
phone is manually biased at the factory.  

TZ Audio Products says this process en-
sures that any two Stellar X3 mics will be 
consistent enough to be a matched pair, 
even if they’re produced years apart. 

Stellar X3 has a fixed cardioid pat-
tern and a listed frequency response 
of 20 Hz - 20 kHz. The response chart 
is almost entirely flat from 20 Hz to 
15 kHz (+/- 2dB), with a gentle roll-
off beyond 15 kHz. The only area of 
emphasis seems to be from 5 kHz to 
10 kHz, with roughly a +1dB peak. It 
has a respectable self noise of < 8dB 
(A-Weighted) and a max SPL handling 
of 135dB.

Stellar X3 comes with a sturdy alumi-
num flight case, a new and improved 
shock mount, and a foam windscreen. 
The flight case and shock mount are 
great accessories, but I’d recommend us-
ing a pop filter in place of the foam wind 
cover whenever possible. The new shock 
mount design features longer elastic 
bands to minimize vibrations, a screw-on  

mounting system, and a very workable 
range of angular articulation. It’s com-
patible with previous X2 models and will 
also be available on the TZ website if 
X2 mic owners would like to upgrade. 
While I didn’t have any problems with 
the previous shock mount design, this 
one is undoubtedly an improvement, as 
I find it to be more secure and better at 
absorbing vibrations.

In Use
I set up the X3 on a variety of sources  

including piano, guitar, percussion, 
and voice. Overall, It sounds very 
clean and full with a natural top end 
and smooth midrange. Given its trans-
parent response, it provides predict-
ably consistent results on just about 
anything you throw at it, making it a 
sort of Swiss Army Knife in the studio. 
Overall, it lives comfortably between 
the Stellar X2 and X2 Vintage, sonical-
ly speaking; it provides a more accu-
rate and transparent sound than either 
of its predecessors.

REVIEW

REVIEW BY ALEX HAWLEY

TZ Audio Products recently released the Stellar X3 large diaphragm 
condenser mic, hot on the heels of the Stellar X2 and X2 Vintage. I 
recently gave both predecessors a favorable review in the December 

2020 issue, especially given the price points—the Stellar X2 has an open 
and airy top end, while the X2 Vintage has a warmer, more colored 
response. So, where does the X3 fit in the Stellar family? Read on.

TZ Audio Products 
Stellar X3 
Large Capsule 
Condenser Microphone
The X2 and X2 Vintage gain 
a versatile new big brother
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On voice, it’s well protected from plo-
sives, and the top end isn’t overly em-
phasized, so I haven’t had any issues 
with sibilance when properly placed. 
The balanced response and detail 
throughout the midrange make it quite 
appealing for most vocalists, providing 
clarity and presence. While the proxim-
ity effect can be used to add a larger 
than life low end, I found positioning to 
be most natural about 6-8 inches from 
vocalist. The highpass filter is useful for 
smoothing out any rumbles or wind noise 
and sounds transparent when engaged. 
Off-axis response is pretty forgiving and 
neutral as well. I can see this mic being 
equally suited for singing, voiceover, 
and podcast recording.

I don’t typically use large diaphragm 
condensers on acoustic guitar, but the 
X3 sounds good in that role. It paired 
nicely with my bright Yamaha in par-
ticular—the top end was very natural, 
especially compared to many other 
K67-style condenser mics in the same 
price bracket. There’s enough low mid-
range to provide body and fullness, 
and I never found it boomy or muddy.  

It’s predictably solid on guitar amps as 
well, though I typically prefer warmer  
microphones for that application. I thought 
the X2 Vintage edged it out for this role, 
but that’s just personal preference.

Setting it up on grand piano yield-
ed similar results, translating with a 
well-balanced signal throughout. The 
low end is far-reaching enough to cap-
ture the instrument’s natural richness and 
remains smooth and accurate through-
out the midrange and top end. I only 
had a single X3 for testing, so I couldn’t 
try any stereo miking, but I was able to 
try a spaced pair with the X3 and X2 
together. I decided to use the X2 on the 
higher strings as it has a bit more top 
end air, and I placed the X3 on the bass 
and mid strings. The Yamaha C7 grand 
sounded great with this setup, but I think 
I would have liked it even more with an 
X3 pair. The X2 on the top end was a 
bit too bright for this particular piano, 
which already has a bright and punchy 
character to begin with.

The X3 works on percussion as well. 
While it’s not the punchiest option out 
there, I found the transient response 

and natural character to hold up quite 
well. I tried it on some hand drums, a 
tambourine, and a variety of shakers. 
I wouldn’t hesitate to use it as an over-
head given the opportunity, as I would 
predict it to perform reliably in that role, 
or as a room mic on a full kit. 

Final Thoughts
I’m impressed with TZ Audio Products 

and its new Stellar X3. I’m often wary of 
K67-style condenser microphones in this 
price bracket, as they tend to be over-
ly bright. That’s not the case here—the 
transformerless JFET circuitry and custom 
tuning are well executed. I’m looking for-
ward to perhaps a multi-pattern model 
from TZ Audio in the future, but the ad-
dition of the pad and highpass filter is 
nicely welcomed on the X3. It’s reliable, 
versatile, and balanced. X3 definitely 
performs well in the utility role, and it 
wouldn’t be a bad idea to add one or 
two to your mic locker for any variety of 
sources you may encounter.

Price: $349
More from: techzoneaudioproducts.com
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