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Sports Superstar 
If you ask anyone, who the biggest sports stars of today, Lebron James would be at the top of 
the list. For the last decade Lebron James has dominated the NBA and the sports world.  
 
Some of his greatest accomplishments include four NBA championship titles, four NBA finals 
MVP awards, four NBA Most Valuable Player awards, and 16 trips to the NBA All-Star game. He 
also has scored the 3rd most total career points in NBA history. These achievements are only a 
few of the long list of things James has accomplished in his NBA career so it is easy to see why 
he is one of today’s greatest athletes.  
 
 
 



Lebron’s Early Life 
Despite Lebron James’ great success as a professional basketball player, his life as a child did 
not seem promising. Lebron grew up in Akron, Ohio surrounded by poverty, crime, and violence. 
Lebron’s mother was only 16 years old when he was born, so she relied on family for support. 
Lebron’s mother began going back to school. Several deaths in the family left Lebron’s mother 
Gloria without the help she needed, so they had to live with friends.  
 
Gloria and Lebron James moved from place to place often. This had an affect on Lebron’s 
attendance at school with him missing close to 100 days of school in the fourth grade.  It was 
also during his 4th grade year that Lebron began playing sports, first football and then 
basketball. Lebron James credits sports with one of the things that helped him make it out of the 
tough environment that he grew up in.  
 
Sharing his Success 
Lebron James has earned a substantial amount of money as an NBA player. His net worth is 
estimated to be around $450 million.  Even though Lebron has had amazing success with his 
basketball career he has never forgotten the hard times he had growing up as a child in Akron, 
Ohio. This may be the reason why over his career Lebron has donated millions of dollars to 
charity.  
 
Many of the charities James chooses to support focus on helping children who are dealing with 
many of the same issues he and his mother faced when he was a child. Giving so much of his 
wealth to charity also comes with another title: philanthropist (fi - lan - thro - pist). 
Philanthropists are people who look to help others do better, mostly by the generous donation of 
money.  
 
 
Contributing Big Time 
One of Lebron’s early donations to charity was a program called Wheels for Change which is 
sponsored through the Lebron James Family Foundation. The Wheels for Change program 
helps children of single parents stay motivated to finish school. The students who attend school 
and do well receive laptops, bicycles, and a select few had the opportunity to spend time with 
the NBA star.  
 
In 2010 Lebron announced on TV his “Decision” to leave the Cleveland Cavs to play for the 
Miami Heat. The TV special generated $3 million dollars. Most of this money was donated to the 
Boys and Girls Club of America.  
 
To further support the children of his hometown Lebron launched the I Promise School, an 
elementary school which focuses on hands-on learning and STEM.  Taking it a step further the 
Lebron James Family Foundation has pledged $41.8 million in scholarships for students of 
Promise School. The scholarships allow graduating students to attend the University of Akron 
for free.  
 



Lebron also remembers how hard it was for him and his mother when they moved from place to 
place as he was growing up. Through the Lebron James Family Foundation, families of students 
who attend Promise School will be offered housing if they are having troubles finding a steady 
place to live.  
 
Lebron James said during the opening ceremony of I Promise School “ Kids just want to feel like 
we care.”  
 
 

 
1. What is the main idea of the section “Lebron’s Early Life”?  

a. Until 4th grade Lebron did not play any sports. 

b. Lebron James had lots of family and friends growing up. 

c. Basketball helped Lebron become very successful in life. 

d. Lebron faced many challenges growing up in Akron, Ohio. 

 
2. Which sentence from the text best explains why Lebron James donates so much money 

to charity?  

a. Lebron James has earned a substantial amount of money as an NBA player. 

b. Even though Lebron has had amazing success with his basketball career he has 
never forgotten the hard times he had growing up as a child in Akron, Ohio. 

c. For the last decade Lebron has dominated the NBA and the sports world as a 
whole. 

d. The scholarships allow graduating students to attend the University of Akron for 
free.  

 
3. How does Lebron choose where to donate his money?  

a. He donates to organizations that help kids overcome the issues he dealt with as 
a child. 

b. James donates to organizations that help kids get into sports. 

c. He donates to organizations that help kids learn about science and technology. 

d. Lebron only donates to the Boys and Girls Club of America. 

  



 
4. What is the main idea of the article?  

a. Lebron James’ NBA accomplishments make him one of today’s best basketball 
players. 

b. Lebron James has used basketball to become one of the highest paid athletes in 
the world. 

c. Lebron James uses his great success as a basketball player to help improve the 
lives of kids who are facing the same problems he faced as a child.  

d. Kids can use sports to help them stay in school and stay away from trouble in 
their neighborhoods. 

5. Read the following sentence from paragraph 5: “Lebron James has earned a 
substantial amount of money as an NBA player.” 

Which sentence BEST helps the reader to understand the meaning of the word 
substantial? 

a. This may be the reason why over his career Lebron has donated millions of 
dollars to charity.  

b. Many of the charities James chooses to support focus on helping children who 
are dealing with many of the same issues he and his mother faced when he was 
a child. 

c. Even though Lebron has had amazing success with his basketball career he has 
never forgotten the hard times he had growing up as a child in Akron, Ohio. 

d. His net worth is estimated to be around $450 million 
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