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Hi, I'm Morgane. I am a web designer from France if 
we haven't met before. I grew up in France, studied 
and lived in Australia for six years, and now live in Bali, 
Indonesia. It's pretty much the best decision I've ever
made! Since moving to Bali, I have taken my web 
design hobby and turned it into a full-time website 
design, development, and marketing firm, which I run 
from my home office. 

Every month, I have people asking me about their 
websites and how to get them up and running and 
convert them into sales and customers. My 
background in e-commerce and design has helped 
me learn new strategies and platforms to help you 
pick the best ones for you and your business. 

With the tonnes of information within Google, 
Instagram and youtube, it can get very confusing. 
That's why I've created this guide to help you narrow 
down the three most important decisions you need to 
make for your website. 
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PICK YOUR PLATFORM

GET CLEAR ON YOUR 
BRANDING

GET CLEAR ON THE PURPOSE OF 
YOUR WEBSITE



You may have heard someone say you 
have to build your website on 

WordPress, or Shopify is better. They're 
all great! The real question is, what is 

the right platform for you! But I'm 
going to let you in on a secret.

PICK YOUR PLATFORM

DECISION ONE



WHICH PLATFORM SHOULD YOU BUILD 
YOUR WEBSITE ON? 
Your website is going to grow and 
evolve as your business does. And 
that's ok!

I'm so glad my website doesn't look 
like it did five years ago when I 
started it. (It wasn't great!) 

But my business also doesn't look 
like it did five years ago. 

So today, I will help you pick the 
right platform for you! 

I've compared 4 of the most 
popular platforms for you to make 
the right decision for your business 
where it is right now. 

I've listed the pros and cons, and at 
the end, you'll know exactly which 
platform you should build your 
website on. 



Shopify is the perfect platform for eCommerce-based 
businesses. It is easy for anyone to add products, fulfil orders 
and set up shipping policies. 
Shopify is specifically designed for anyone to use, with its 
user-friendly backend and easy transaction processing. 
Additionally, they have excellent customer service through 
both chat and via phone.

Like WordPress, Shopify offers thousands of apps to 
customise your website. Shopify also has a wide variety of 
themes and SEO tools for traffic optimisation. It is perfect for 
the business owner who is not overly tech-savvy. Shopify 
also works well for offering discounts and sharing deals via 
social media.

P R O S

SHOPIFY

Shopify can be difficult for advanced customisation if you are 
a beginner, as there are parts of the platform that are limited 
without knowing HTML and liquid template language. 
WordPress offers more free plugins and themes compared to 
Shopify.

C O N S



WordPress is the most well-known CMS platform. Its 
backend dashboard is user-friendly and easily accessible, 
even without a lot of website design experience. WordPress 
is open-source software, meaning you can customise your 
site down to its source code.
WordPress is often a favourite because it allows for a 
personalised website through a vast myriad of plugins. 
Additionally, WordPress handles SEO exceptionally well.

Furthermore, the best part is that you do not have to be a 
web developer or digital marketing expert to learn how to 
use these plugins.

P R O S

WORDPRESS

WordPress requires regular attention and updating to 
maintain optimal performance. Updating your site regularly 
is essential for its speed and responsiveness.

While WordPress is great for customisation, it is easy to get 
caught in the weeds if you do not have prior experience. 
Customising your WordPress site takes more time and effort 
than some other products available.

C O N S



Part of Wix’s popularity comes from its accessibility. It is an 
affordable option, with prices starting at only $14 a month.

The Wix dashboard is simple and offers step-by-step 
instructions for setting up your site, connecting with Google 
and establishing basic SEO. 

Wix offers built-in programs for building email campaigning 
and invoicing clients. Depending on your plan, Wix also 
provides POS for eCommerce-based businesses.

P R O S

WIX

Due to its template-based interface, there is only so much 
you can do with your theme design. Wix’s loading speed and 
SEO functionalities can be problematic, especially for mobile 
users. 

One of the biggest cons of using Wix is the inability to 
change your site’s theme once you pick one. You can 
customise your theme all you want, but you cannot select a 
new one.

C O N S



Squarespace holds design and aesthetics at the utmost 
importance. It offers hundreds of customisable themes that 
are specifically optimised for mobile users. 

Like Wix, Squarespace is highly affordable, with plans 
starting at just $12 a month. If you are a blogger or podcast 
host, Squarespace is perfect for you. 

They offer podcast hosting, and you can schedule blogs 
ahead of time.

P R O S

SQUARESPACE

Like most template-based website builders, customisation is 
limited. Squarespace is not ideal for larger websites, as speed 
and loading times are issues. 

One of the biggest cons of Squarespace is its editor. It does 
not have autosave, but it can be challenging to navigate 
without prior experience. Loading times can be prolonged 
for mobile users, affecting your site traffic.

C O N S



MAKE A DECISION 
Great for those who sell physical products and 
want something easy to set up and use. If your 
only goal with your site is to sell products, 
choose this platform. 

Great for bloggers, coaches, authors,
consultants, especially if you plan to have
multiple site areas such as a shop,
membership, course, podcast, etc. If SEO is
crucial and design control is essential, choose
this platform. 

Great for a starter website that you need to
get up quickly. If your goal is to move to a
different platform while starting your
business, choose this platform. 

Great for stylists, yoga instructors, health
professionals, event coordinators. It's easy to
use and low maintenance; if you don't need
additional functions like a shop or course,
choose this platform.



Did you know that your website
can make someone feel a certain 

way? Think about some of the 
websites you've visited recently. 
What did you love about them 

and why?

GET CLEAR ON YOUR BRANDING

DECISION TWO



WHAT DO YOU WANT YOUR WEBSITE TO LOOK 
AND FEEL LIKE?

Fonts
Colours
Images
Layout

Those few different parts of a website will probably 
answer that question. 

1.
2.
3.
4.

The first three parts of that list are things you should 
have ready before working on your website. 
Trust me; they will make the website's design so 
much easier. 

You can hire a brand specialist to help you create it. 
They can help you select your colours, fonts, and 
images that will speak to your ideal client and help 
them feel the way you want them to feel when they 
come to your website. 



PICK 3 TO 5 COLORS YOU WANT TO USE ON YOUR WEBSITE AND ADD 
THE HEX CODE BELOW

WRITE IT  OUT
TAKE SOME TIME AND FILL  OUT EACH 
SECTION BELOW. YOU WILL NEED THIS  
WHEN YOU SET UP YOUR WEBSITE.

PICK 2 HEADING FONTS AND ONE PARAGRAPH FONT FOR YOUR 
WEBSITE

CREATE A FOLDER ON GOOGLE DRIVE AND ADD 10 OR SO IMAGES
YOU WANT TO USE FOR YOUR WEBSITE, YOUR LOGO AND A FEW 
PICTURES OF YOURSELF AS WELL! 



There is more to a website than making
sure people know you are a real business 
or having people find you. Your website 
can do things for you. It can help people 

purchase your products; it can help them 
get to know you and more.

GET CLEAR ON YOUR PURPOSE

DECISION THREE



WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR WEBSITE?

Sell Clothes
Download a free pdf/ebook
Book discovery calls
Download recipes from your blog
Buy your course
Buy your content
Purchase something from an affiliate link
Join your challenge
Subscribe to your membership
 Watch video tutorials
And more.

Here are some examples for you:

 But if you aren't clear on your website's purpose, 
neither will your visitors. That's why it's so important 
to get clear on your website's purpose before building 
it.



WHAT DO YOU WANT YOUR WEBSITE TO BE?

WRITE IT  OUT
TAKE A FEW MOMENTS AND BRAINSTORM 
A BIT  EVERYTHING YOU WOULD LOVE FOR 
YOUR WEBSITE.  

HOW WILL YOU MONETIZE YOUR WEBSITE?

HOW WILL YOU DELIGHT YOUR AUDIENCE? 

WHAT SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS WILL YOU USE?

WHAT EMAIL MARKETING PLATFORM WILL YOU USE?



HOW WILL YOU BUILD YOUR WEBSITE? WILL YOU BUILD IT YOURSELF OR HIRE 
SOMEONE? WHAT OTHER MATERIALS DO YOU NEED TO GET STARTED?

WHEN WILL YOU GET YOUR WEBSITE LAUNCHED? WHO WILL BE YOUR GO TO 
PERSON WHEN YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR WEBSITE? WHAT ARE THE 
EXACT STEPS YOU NEED TO TAKE TO GET YOUR SITE UP AND RUNNING OR 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO LEARN?

NEXT STEPS
Good news! Now you're ready to start your website.
It can generally take a few days to a couple of months to get your 
website up. Of course, if you have questions, you can book a free 
consultation if you would like us to build it for you. 

http://iconicwebsite.com/

