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Also featuring:
Oceanco’s 90m 
DreAMBoat & 
the inspired  
Azimut S10
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 Bonaventure cabin bag, from $29,850, charles-simon.com

Design DNA
This month:  
Charles Simon  
bespoke luggage

Its exterior can be  
covered in a choice of  
30 shades of French  
young bull leather, while 
the interiors are lined  
with Alcantara

Inspired by aeronautical 
engineering, it’s made from 
carbon fibre panels over  
an aluminium skeleton.  
The hinges are sourced 
from private-jet suppliers 

The Bonaventure cabin bag 
has a capacity of 30 litres 
and is made from more 
than 800 components

The hollowed-out 
1.5mm-thick wood 

 is sourced from 
century-old logs 

found in Quebec’s 
lakes and rivers

The most planet-friendly jumpers 

to buy this season, SheepInc’s 

sweaters are made with ultra-fine 

merino wool from New Zealand, 

woven in an Italian mill that runs 

on 100 per cent renewable energy. 

They come with an NFC tag that 

allows you to see the entire 

manufacturing journey – and five 

per cent of revenue is invested  

in biodiversity projects that offset 

the company’s carbon footprint. 

Best of all, each customer is 

connected with the real-life sheep 

that provided the wool and can 

follow its life thanks to an RFID tag 

in its ear – from shearing to 

lambing. £190, sheepinc.com

Follow the herd

world without convertible cars is hard to imagine, but 
readers of a certain age might remember when such a 
situation seemed a distinct possibility. We’re talking about 
the mid-1970s, when safety concerns led US legislators to 

consider banning the production of soft-tops, prompting Chrysler and 
Ford to remove them from their ranges and leading Cadillac to release a 
limited edition of 200 open Eldorados in 1976 that it dubbed “the last 
American convertibles”. And since the world tends to follow America, 
the popularity of ragtops dwindled in Europe, too. Only a tiny number 
of new models were available for several years, before production 
picked up during the 1980s, finally taking off again at the end of the 
decade when Mazda introduced its bestselling MX5.

Now convertibles seem more popular than ever, especially in the 
supercar sector – and Aston Martin’s latest effort, the DBS Superleggera 
Volante, combines three names synonymous with the marque in a  
car that is, quite simply, the quickest open-top Aston model ever.

A roofless version of the DBS Superleggera Super GT launched last 
year, the Volante’s convertibility has necessitated a few changes to the 
coupé’s fabulous curves that have done nothing to detract from the car’s 
beauty – if anything, the soft-top looks even better than its sibling. And, 
with the same 5.2-litre, V12, 715 horsepower engine, goes with equal gusto. 

Unlike the convertibles of old that still shook and jarred despite being 
braced by weight-adding chassis reinforcements, modern ones are 

Simon de Burton lifts the lid on  
Aston Martin’s speediest soft-top

Speed through 
the roof 

A
smooth, taut and rattle-free. 
Indeed, the DBS Volante really  
is the type of car you could cross 
continents in, not least because of 
the incredible 900Nm of torque 
generated from a lowly 1,800rpm 
by the mellifluous V12.  

That means overtaking is truly 
effortless, while exploring the 
upper reaches of the 6,500rpm 
tachymeter in Sport Plus mode 
will have even the most speed-
jaded passengers squirming  
in their seats. 

Inevitably, the DBS 
Superleggera Volante will be  

a rare sight on the roads. And with Aston’s extensive options list, buyers 
can create a virtually unique car – there are, for example, eight exterior 
roof colours to choose from and six types of headlining. 

Whatever the choice, your roof will be fully open a mere 14 seconds 
after you press the button on your key fob. Although those of us facing 
another long winter in northern Europe might be more interested in  
the fact that it takes just two seconds longer to shut. astonmartin.com

Engine 5.2-litre V12 bi-turbo

Power 715hp

Torque 900Nm

Transmission  
ZF eight-speed automatic

0-100km/h 3.6 seconds

Top speed 338 km/h

Fuel economy  
Combined 14l/100km 

Price £247,500

S P E C S 

A S T O N  M A R T I N  

D B S  S U P E R L E G G E R A

Back in 2009, real estate developer Tony Goldman set out to transform 

Miami’s industrial Wynwood neighbourhood into the world’s biggest 

street art destination. A new book by his daughter, Jessica Goldman 

Srebnick, pays tribute to a decade of Wynwood Walls, showcasing 

artworks by street superstars such as Shepard Fairey and Os Gemeos.  

Walls of Change: The Story of The Wynwood Walls, £45, assouline.com

The art of 
wall street 
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