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Granite on concrete  stands 
with bronze
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#1 Hearts 
Granite on  
concrete  stands 
with bronze 
$4,800

#2 Hearts 
Granite on  
concrete  stands 
with bronze 
$4,800
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Granite on  
concrete  stands 
with bronze 
$4,800
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Granite on  
concrete  stands 
with bronze 
$4,800

#5 Hearts 
Granite on  
concrete  stands 
with bronze 
$4,800
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Balancing The  
Physical and sPiriTual 

Anne Hudson speaks with one of Christchurch’s most  
distinguished sculptors, Llew Summers.

Sumner is home to Llew Summers, who has 
exhibited widely during his career both in 
solo exhibitions and with other New Zealand 
greats, such as Tony Fomison, Fatu Feu’u, 
Graham Bennett.

You know that feeling of falling in love 
with the author of a book you have read? 
You feel they have an insight into life that 
strikes a chord with you emotionally. Or it 
might be a singer/songwriter whose songs 
resonate with you in an almost physical 
way. Llew Summers’ sculpture – particularly 
his figures – has this effect on people. The 
curvaceous volume and suggestion of a 
supple tenderness of touch draws you in 
almost seductively. There is a warmth and 
harmony; a charming sensuality that makes 
the viewer reflect that the creator has a 
thread of creative insight that reaches from a 
full source. Like the voice of a singer where 
the sound is developed within the body 
and is given its emotional colour before it is 

produced, a good painter or sculptor must 
do the same. 

Summers is quoted as saying: “What’s 
important to me is to get a balance between 
the physical and the spiritual in life. We’re 
given a soul, and we’re given a body. 

“Sculpture is a nice balance because works 
can be made which are deep and meaningful, 
but they require your physical body to 
produce them. Works must have a soul, 
rather than being merely clever or smart.”

Summers works in several mediums, 
including ceramic, wood, glass, marble and 
bronze. Each of these mediums has their 
demands, and it is to Summers’ credit that 
he maintains his own distinctive style within 
these different sources. Some of his smaller 
wooden and ceramic pieces have been 
scaled up successfully into large bronze or 
marble pieces without losing any integrity. 

Much of his work deals with human 
relationships and the human condition of 

loving, living and being. His figures remind 
one of the characters from a Bruegel painting; 
curvaceous, joyous people indulging in the 
pleasure of being alive. 

Some more recent work has a spiritual 
element and religious motifs. Lately, he has 
looked at the idea and form of angels and 
wings. Angels are messengers of God and 
as such carry a great responsibility, which 
Summers portrays with the mass of their 
wings. These winged forms evoke the 
mystery of heavenly beings and remind us of 
our own mortality.

Summers’ sculptures have been installed 
in every region of New Zealand and also 
have an international following. Many of his 
sculptures are situated in public spaces, but 
are also suitable for domestic sites. He will 
be a guest artist at Art in a Garden 2016 
at Flaxmere, Hawarden, North Canterbury, 
where it will be exciting to view his work in a 
garden of this nature. 
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