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getting started

As a way of life, expressed in gratitude, living stewardship is a practice that involves all that it means to 
live as faithful followers of Jesus Christ. It grows out of a deep caring for and joy in who we are as God’s 
created people and the natural world in which we live. Living stewardship is about how we live our 
lives and how our lives express our values. It affects all of our decisions, especially the ones we make 
about the natural and human resources entrusted to us for care. Living stewardship is shalom: living 
in harmony with others and the world. It is about our relationships, liberation, grace, justice, peace, and 
mutuality as well as our material possessions. As faithful stewards, we are joined by our common gift 
of life and the reality of finite resources. We recognize that each of us is a mixture of neediness and full-
ness and so have responsibility to care for each other as we honor the holy in creation and ourselves. As 
faithful disciples, we are called to live as generous creatures created by a generous God who mutually 
shares responsibility with us for all creation. Stewardship involves all people because all are connected 
in mutually covenanted stewardship within God’s original intent for creation.…

About this Faith Practice

Let’s Begin…

Now that you’ve downloaded the files for your faith practice and age group or setting, you can get 
started planning one or multiple sessions:

 Open the .pdf file for your age group or setting. Choose an Exploration, the approach you think 
will help your group to best experience the faith practice. Choose any one of the following 
Explorations to use for one session:

Discovery	S cripture	D iscipleship

Christian Tradition	 Context and Mission	 Future and Vision

Note: If you’re planning multiple sessions, you can follow the order suggested above or feel free to use 
any order that fits the needs of your group. Some groups may choose to start with Scripture and then 
see where that leads them. Others may be more ready to act in their community and might want to start 
with Context and Mission.
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 Locate the Exploration you’ve chosen

 Look through all 9 activities and select the ones you would like to do with your group. 

Tip: Look for this symbol  to find activities designed for Easy Preparation (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using supplies normally found at the church). 

Make copies of any handouts ( ) related to your activities.  Locate images ( ), if using art.

Faith Practices activities include many opportunities to grow in faith through the use of scripture, 
mu-sic, and art. 

Art
If you choose activities that use an art image, you or your church will need to purchase Imaging the 
Word Poster Sets of the art or locate the images through other sources. If you wish to use art, you will 
need to plan ahead if ordering the posters through online sources.

“Planting” by Rex Goreleigh

“The Moorish Kitchen Maid with the Supper at Emmaus” by Diego Rodriguez de Silva y 
Velazquez 

“With hoot and squawk and squeak and bark …” by Barbara Reid 

“Banjo Lesson” by Henry Ossawa Tanner 

“Baobab, Okavango Delta, Botswana” by Pete Oxford 

“Orion Nebula” by Stocktrek Images 

Music
Three music selections are used with Living Stewardship. We have selected music which is easily 
found in many hymnals. More information about each music selection can be found online.

Jesu, Jesu Fill Us With Your Love, Tune: Chereponi 

Use of Art, Music, and Scripture in Faith Practices

• If you’re planning a 30–45 minute session, choose 3 activities.
• It is best to select at least one activity from Exploring and Engaging, at least one from 

Discerning and Deciding, and at least one from Sending and Serving.
• For 45-60 minutes, choose 4 or 5 activities; For a 1½ to 2-hour session, you can use all 9 

activities.
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Take My Gifts And Let Me Love You, Tune: Talavera Terrace 

God Whose Giving Knows No Ending, Tune: Austrian Hymn 

Scripture
Twelve Bible passages are used with Living Stewardship, two with each Exploration.

Discovery	 Deuteronomy 8:7-18 	
Scripture	 Genesis 1:26-31	
Discipleship	 Isaiah 55:1-3	
Christian Tradition	 Deuteronomy 14:22-29	
Context and Mission	 Isaiah 1:10-17 	
Future and Vision	 I Chronicles 29:1-19	

Matthew 2:1-11
I Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
Mark 10:17-22 
Acts 4:32 - 5:11
Mark 14:3-9  
Revelation 21:10, 21:22-22:5 

David Ackerman	 Worship, Music, Arts, and Story
Sam Collins	 Adults

Bruce Larson	 Seekers and New Church Participants
Evelyn Sowell	 Young Adults

Steve Case	 Older Youth
Christopher I. Xenakis	 Youth

Mary Keithahn	 Older Children
Linda Marsh	 Young Children

Alyson Huntly	 Multiage and Intergenerational
Marilyn Druhe	 Living Practices in Daily Life

Robin Brooks	 Workshop Rotation
Debbie Gline Allen	 United Church of Christ Identity and History

Arthur Kelly	 Editor
Patrice L. Rosner	 Managing Editor

R. Kenneth Ostermiller Project Coordinator

Writing Team for Living Stewardship
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