
 
 

 

A CALL TO WRITERS 

from the UCC StillSpeaking Writers’ Group 

 

The Daily Devotional  

The Stillspeaking Daily Devotional is a United Church of Christ e-ministry aimed at connecting 

readers to their faith and grounding readers in the presence of a still-speaking God.  

 

Every day, the Daily Devotional (DD) offers a good word of faithful biblical inspiration, 

encouragement, humor, and challenge to over 30,000 readers. We think it’s safe to say that the 

DD has supported, changed, and maybe even saved many lives over the years.  

 

New Writers Needed 

Now we’re looking for new writers with fresh voices to add to our mix! We’re especially eager 

to find writers from “the margins”— young, queer, BIPOC, disabled+—older and retired folks, 

lay and ordained, you name it! Membership in the UCC is not required. 

 

If you have something meaningful to say to a chaotic world in search of a compassionate faith 

that doesn’t make you check your mind at the door, we have an eager audience for you! 

 

What About You? 

If you want to be part of this supportive, life-changing effort, why not submit a sample devotion 

for consideration? Better yet, send us two! But before you do, please review the tips, guidelines, 

and samples included in this document. 

 

Better yet, before you submit sample devotions, why not join us for a free webinar with author 

Maren Tirabassi to help you prepare your trial devotions? Email dailydevotional@ucc.org to 

receive information for logging into the webinar, which will be held on Saturday, February 6th 

from 1:00pm - 3:00pm eastern, to help spark your muse for writing devotionally. 

 

Submissions to the Daily Devotional are due by Monday, February 22nd, via email to 

dailydevotional@ucc.org. From the submissions, we will select up to six new writers to include 

in the Daily Devotional during 2021. If you’re one of the six, we will:  

• pair you with a mentor who will encourage you and helpfully critique your work; 

• include 2 of your devotions in the 2021 DD; and 

• pay you a small stipend for each devotion that’s published.   

 

What’s Next? 

Start writing! And email dailydevotional@ucc.org to notify us of your interest and to get the 

webinar link for Saturday, February 6th.  



 
 

 

Stillspeaking Daily Devotional: Guidelines 

 

TL:DR 

Be short. Be honest. Be playful. 

Be grounded. Be at your best. 

 

If you are writing a devotional that you would like to submit for consideration as a Stillspeaking 

Daily Devotional, please observe the following format: 

• Title 

• Scripture (include the text, citation, and version) 

• Reflection 

• Prayer 

The total length of your devotional should be 300 words. Use 12-point font. No bold, no 

underlines, no all-caps. Use italics for book titles, foreign words, and (sparingly) for emphasis.  

 

Additional considerations that impact our ability to use your submitted devotional: 

 

• Titles matter. Readers often decide whether to read the devotional based on its title. 

Your title is your best shot at capturing the reader’s attention.   

 

• Do not assume biblical literacy. While many readers are well-versed in Scripture, write 

in such a way that you do not lose the reader who is not. Also do not assume the reader 

knows the context of the passage or has an open Bible while reading the devotional.  

 

• Stick to one key idea. These pieces are very short, and the best ones have a sharp focus 

with a deep theological root.  

 

• Write for lay people, and include clergy, not the other way around. The readership of 

the Daily Devotional is approximately 33,000 people; give them your best work. 

 

• Use the devotional to illuminate the still-speaking theology, but be aware that some 

of our readers are not UCC. These devotionals are an evangelism tool, encouraging 

readers of many (and no) denominations to draw closer to God. The Daily Devotional 

contributes to an understanding of UCC identity, but its aim is an understanding of God. 

 

• Devotionals are not propaganda. They are not used to promote programs or agendas, 

whether religious or political. A telltale sign of a devotional driven by an agenda is its 

reliance on information over inspiration, and orthodoxy over wonder.  



• Sound like yourself. The devotional is not the space to show off your best theological 

vocabulary or church lingo. It’s not the opportunity to write formally if your style is more 

casual, or informally if your style is more deliberate. Your personality should be evident. 

 

• Proofread your own work. We are all capable of catching our own typos. With such 

quick (daily!) deadlines, submissions to the editor need to be of the highest quality.  

 

Here are some good questions to ask yourself as you write: 

 

• Does this devotion point to some aspect of God, Christ, Spirit, faith, the Gospel, human 

experience, current events, or church life in a way that could move readers to greater 

faithfulness, deeper love, some needed soul-searching, or a firmer commitment?  

 

• Does this devotion lead to, suggest, discover, describe, unveil some good news? Does it 

give the reader something to ponder that’s constructive and helpful?  

 

• Is this devotion sufficiently and honestly connected to the scripture I’m using, especially 

if I’m doing a reflection that is more an allusive illustration than a direct commentary? 

 

• Is there anything in this devotion that is gratuitous or self-serving, a cheap shot, a careless 

throwaway line? Have I scanned for possible controversies? If I find one, is it important 

enough to this devotional to risk a little friction or is it needlessly provocative? If I intend 

to be challenging, have I written in a way that people can hear, not in a way that invites 

immediate shutdown? 

 

• Have I been moralistic or finger-wagging, either in my treatment of the subject matter or 

in my tone of voice? 

 

• Have I checked my assumptions? Is there anything that is racist, sexist, ableist, classist, 

etc.? Is there anything in this devotion that reinforces anti-Jewish stereotypes? 

 

• Why me, and why now? How does my submission to the Daily Devotional reflect God’s 

particular whispering, in this particular time, through my particular words? Could anyone 

write what I’ve written, or does it reflect my unique voice and personality? 

 

Thank you for your interest in submitting to the Stillspeaking Daily Devotional. If we are able to 

use your submission, we will notify you of the date that it will be used. 

 

For samples of the Daily Devotional to reference, please see the end of this document. 

 

Submissions should be sent to dailydevotional@ucc.org by Monday, February 22nd.  

  



 

 

SAMPLE DEVOTIONAL: A Charming/Funny Tone 

 

 

Extra Credit  

(https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_extra_credit) 

Quinn Caldwell 

 

Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal 

life?” Jesus replied, “If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.” “All these I have 

kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, 

go, sell your possessions and give to the poor.” When the young man heard this, he went away 

sad, because he had great wealth. - excerpts of Matthew 19:16-22 (NIV) 

 

I’d be sad if I were the rich young man, too. “Sell all your stuff” is a hard thing to hear, maybe 

even harder when you’re rich. But it could be worse, really. 

 

Jesus says that selling off your stuff is what you have to do if you want to be perfect. He doesn’t 

say you actually need to be perfect (not here, anyway), just that if you want to be, this is what 

you should do. Giving everything away is a sort of extra credit assignment, the kind of thing 

Hermione Granger would ask for. 

 

But if you’re OK with a strong pass—say, a B+—Jesus sets the bar for entering life much lower. 

All you have to do is keep the commandments—and he doesn’t even require all ten. All he says 

is don’t murder people, commit adultery, steal, or lie; do take care of your parents; and love your 

neighbor at least as well as you love yourself. Boom. 

 

The A-plussers and perfectionists out there have reason to be as sad as the rich young man. 

Everybody else: we got this. Also, I hear this guy grades on a curve. 

 

Prayer 

I’d love to be perfect, God, but we both know that’s not going to happen. Help me pass is all I 

ask. Amen.  
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SAMPLE DEVOTIONAL: A Direct/Serious Tone 

 

 

Worldly Wisdom and God’s Foolishness 

(https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_worldly_wisdom_and_gods_foolishness) 

Molly Baskette 

 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom. - 1 Corinthians 1:20, 25 (NRSV) 

 

“Where is the debater of this age?” Paul asks the church at Corinth. Well, maybe they were in 

scarce supply back then, but open your Facebook profile and you’ll find scores. The world is full 

of people who are deeply convinced of their own wisdom. 

 

Time often reveals the foolishness of some of our choices. Consider your first marriage, your 

decision to get an MBA instead of going to art school (or the other way round), your haircut in 

1984. But time has not yet revealed the fallacies inherent in some of our human wisdom. 

 

Human wisdom says: “The answer to gun violence is to give the good guys more guns.” God’s 

wisdom says: “Those who live by the sword will die by the sword.” Human wisdom says: “The 

Lord helps those who help themselves.” God’s wisdom says: “Blessed are the poor, for they shall 

inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

Human wisdom says: “Corporations are people.” God’s wisdom says: “The members of the body 

that seem to be weaker are indispensable.” 

 

Human wisdom says: “The one who dies with the most toys, wins.” God’s wisdom says: “What 

do people gain from all their toil under the sun?” 

 

Human wisdom says: “Go go go.” God’s wisdom says: “Sabbath!” 

 

Perhaps we haven’t had enough time, with the insight and information it brings, to begin to trust 

God’s wisdom yet. But there’s still more time. 

 

Prayer 

God of the Aeons, you have been around a loooong time. Let us not trust too much in the 

wisdom of the world and in our limited experience, but in you, even if what you say seems 

foolish to us yet. 
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SAMPLE DEVOTIONAL: A Pastoral Tone 

 

 

Not A Book, A Bottle 

(https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_not_a_book_a_bottle) 

Mary Luti 

 

You have kept count of my tossings; 

put my tears in your bottle. 

Are they not in your record? 

 - Psalm 56:8 (NRSV) 

 

When I was little, I was taught that God tracks your sins. God has a ledger, your name is in that 

book, and under your name God records the ever-expanding list of your failures. 

 

I learned that God tracks your good deeds, too. And at the end of the day, if your merits 

outnumber your sins, God keeps loving you. And at the end of your life, if your merits 

outnumber your sins, you go to heaven. 

 

I was also taught that the odds are stacked against you: God’s sums rarely come out in your 

favor. Which is why an earnest child grew up with a nagging sense of herself as basically bad, 

constrained and wary in ways too numerous for even God to count. 

 

I wish they’d told me the truth: that of all the things God tracks, merits and sins are the least. Our 

aching reach for safety, trust, and place; our many griefs in life and love; our tossings and our 

tears—these are of more concern. These God carefully collects. Not in a book, but in a bottle. 

 

I wish they’d taught me that God has a bottle, not a book. That it’s for safekeeping, not for 

summing; reverencing, not reckoning. That God’s own tears are in there, too. 

 

I wish I’d known that God is viscerally kind. It would’ve saved me a struggle. Which is why I’m 

telling you, in case you struggle, too: Take heart. God doesn’t have a book. God has a bottle. 

 

Prayer 

Who is like you, Mercy on Mercy, Kind beyond Kind? There is no one like you. 
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SAMPLE DEVOTIONAL: A Call for Justice (without Preaching) 

 

 

Whose Body? Our Body? 

(https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_whose_body_our_body) 

Phiwa Langeni 

 

But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is 

equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in 

love. - Ephesians 4:15-16 (NRSV) 

 

In an effort to unite people, Paul likens differences to different parts of a body. I love how he 

doesn’t tell arms to be legs, or hands to be ears, or teeth to be toes. We cannot erase the 

differences between veins and arteries, even though they’re similar. And if we require a heart to 

be a brain, we put ourselves in grave danger. Likewise, if we erase the HIV+ parts or the 

disabled parts or the homeless parts of Christ’s Body, we cause trauma to the whole Body. 

 

If it’s true that we’re one Body, then we’re called not only to acknowledge the Body’s many 

parts but also to honor the unique expressions of those Body parts. What if the Body of Christ 

unapologetically cared for its mentally-ill parts and youthful parts and its kinky parts and its rural 

parts and its non-binary parts and its parts of every language (spoken or signed)? 

 

Whatever your color, race, ethnicity, and tribe may be, every ligament, bone, organ, and cell of 

your being is important to the Body’s existence—to our shared existence. We cannot be whole 

and healthy if you are not whole and well and included as an indispensable part of this, Our One 

Body. 

 

Prayer 

Remind us, loving God, that umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu—we can only realize the fullness of 

our personhood with and through others. Amen. 
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SAMPLE DEVOTIONAL: An Everyday Reflection 

 

 

Just Wednesday Night 

(https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_just_wednesday_night) 

Vince Amlin 

 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts 

of the Lord… Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may 

lay her young, at your altars. - Psalm 84:1-3 (NRSV) 

 

It’s Wednesday night at Bethany UCC in Chicago. A violin student is finishing up in the Sunday 

school room as folks stream in for support group meetings in the parlor and rec room. The girls’ 

basketball team from Pilgrim Lutheran is cooling down in the gym. When they’re done, the 

juggling club will take over. In the backyard of the parsonage, Music that Makes Community is 

singing in 4-part harmony. 

 

And it seems to me that I am in the dwelling place of the Lord of Hosts. That I have entered 

God’s courts and processed all the way to the holy altar. But it’s just Wednesday night. 

 

There’s a lot of talk about how churches need to fill up our space with renters if we want to 

survive. It’s true for us, I guess. But it doesn’t excite me. 

 

Instead, I like to imagine us all as sparrows and swallows, finding little corners of this sacred 

space to make our homes. The Buddhist archers on Saturday mornings. The unionizing music 

teachers on Sunday nights. The neighborhood dogs enjoying the biggest patch of grass in a half-

mile. The dude who comes over to hacky sack with his shirt off. 

 

I like to picture us all, a divine ecosystem. Happy to dwell under the same roof. Finding the 

space for which our souls have been longing. 

 

Prayer 

Thank you for the jugglers, the archers, the players, the singers, the supporters, and the home we 

share. 

 

https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_just_wednesday_night

