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Introduction
When I was a kid, there was this made-for-TV western called The Quick and the Dead. I 
don’t remember the movie, but I remember pondering the meaning of the title for a long 
time (some people’s nerdiness flowers early). Eventually I realized it was an either-or, not a 
both-and: in a movie western, you’re either quick—with your gun, on your horse, in your 
reactions—or you’re dead. I felt so proud of having puzzled this out that it stayed with me 
for years, long enough for me to realize one day in adulthood that the title ten-year-old 
Quinn had figured out so carefully was actually a double entendre.

As you no doubt have already clocked, “quick” is “alive.” It may mean “fast” these days, 
but “alive” is the original meaning. Which is why, according to a number of old-timey 
English translations of the Bible and the creeds, Jesus is coming to judge the quick and 
the dead.

Young Quinn thought moving fast was how you stayed alive in movie westerns, but hon-
estly, most of Western culture seems to think the same about life. You’re only alive if you’re 
hustling fast enough.

By that logic, quickening would mean running harder, faster, and thereby being more 
alive. But actually, “quickening” means moving from no-life to life, and you almost always 
do it while just sitting there. It’s what seeds do when they’re planted, what fetuses move 
toward over nine months in wombs. Saviors achieve it over three days in a tomb. Quicken-
ing doesn’t happen to the hustling; it happens to the waiting and the nurtured. And while 
moving fast, like a couple on the way to the delivery room or disciples running from an 
empty tomb, might be the result of a quickening, it’s never the thing that causes it.

We hope this Eastertide devotional will prepare you for your own quickening. Not by 
making you grind harder to stay alive. Not by asking you to do more, more quickly. Not 
by requiring you to be quick on the draw, but by giving you a chance to be cut to the 
quick by grace.

—Quinn G. Caldwell
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Believe It or Not
But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.  

But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths  
by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

—Luke 24:11-12 (NRSV)

JENNIFER RUTH LYNN GARRISON | I have a friend you can tell you the exact moment 
he stopped believing. He was ten years old when he realized that the Bible stories he was 
being taught could not possibly be the kind of true he’d always been told they should be. 
When I met this friend, he was leading a lively and engaging Bible study. He could say 
a lot about what he didn’t believe. And yet, this same friend has never stopped seeking, 
learning, and teaching. 

As Christians, we too often have been taught that if we only believed better, we would 
hold all the keys to unlock all the doors to all the kingdoms. The behavior of the first dis-
ciples does not support this notion, though. Peter heard the direct witness of the women 
who had stood outside the actual tomb door, and he still didn’t believe them. But his un-
belief did not let him rest; it poked at him like an itch he couldn’t quite reach. Pushed by 
his unbelief, Peter got up, ran, stooped, looked, saw, and then went home again, amazed. 

If he had believed, Peter may have stayed safely and quietly at home. If he had believed, he 
might never have gone out to see for himself. Instead, he let his unbelief pull him forward. 
Where will you let your unbelief carry you today?

PRAYER  Use even our unbelief, as you use every part of us, to compel us forward toward you. 
Amen.
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Tuesday
Then little children were being brought to [Jesus] in order that he might lay his hands  

on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them;  
but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them;  

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 

—Matthew 19:13-14 (NRSV)

VINCE AMLIN | It never fails. As I ramp up to the big finish of my sermon, where my 
rhetoric starts to soar and the prose turns a little purple. As I deliver those final, finely 
crafted lines meant to wring maximum impact from every. single. word...

Slam! A heavy hymnal slides off some coloring kiddo’s lap and slaps the stone floor of the 
sanctuary. Moment ruined.

Which is a good thing, Jesus says. He’s disputing the Pharisees. Working up to his own 
grand conclusion (about celibacy, no less), when...

Waaaah! Some parent drops their croupy kid in his lap, and the little one reacts like they’re 
getting a photo with the mall Easter bunny.

Jesus can’t remember what he was saying. And the disciples are furious. This is the Messi-
ah, and they are hanging on every. single. word.

They try to get him back in the groove, but he shrugs them off. Not important. You want 
to know about heaven? Here it is. This child right in front of you.

Not grand pronouncements. Not soaring rhetoric. But Life interrupting whatever story 
we were telling. Whatever we thought was so important. Real life, breaking in.

You want to know about Easter? Here it is. Not lilies. Not trumpets. But Tuesday. The 
person right in front of you.

Whatever irritating thing they are doing to take you away from my very important...

PRAYER Living God, interrupt me.
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Who Are You Wearing? 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion. 

—Colossians 3:12 (NIV)

KENNETH L. SAMUEL | Have you noticed that people will often notice what you’re wear-
ing before they even notice you? It’s been said that the hat worn by Aretha Franklin at the 
first inauguration of President Barack Obama in Washington, DC, could be seen all the 
way from Maryland and parts of Virginia. The hat, as well as the soul singer, got crazy 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T and made its creator, then-36-year-old Luke Song from South Korea, 
globally famous.

People who don’t even know us will often comment on what we’re wearing. “Love the color  
of that jacket.” “Where’d you get those shoes?” “You look like you’re going to a party.” “Don’t  
take that tie off, you might lose it.”

We know that we are much more than what we wear, but what we choose to put on does 
say something about our mood, our functionality and even our values. We dress to impress 
… we dress to relax ... we dress to convey certain messages and to set certain moods. We 
dress to make statements all the time. RuPaul says that we are all in drag.

The Colossians writer admonishes us to wear that which suits our character. The writer is 
concerned that what we put on not be a betrayal of what we claim to possess: compassion. 
People in volatile situations need to be able to readily identify those who are present and 
able to help—those who are there to aid life. Uniforms may not always be an accurate 
indicator, but uniforms are the most apparent sign of a person’s qualifications and intent. 

Compassion is the standard uniform of the conscientious. Other outfits just don’t suit us.

PRAYER  Lord, whatever the season, clothe me in your love and compassion. Amen.
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God, we look to you for open vistas 
into our greatest possibilities.
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