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by Tom Atwood

he latest version of the T-Hawk is better
than the average ready-to-fly (RTF)
bird. Although there is a natural ten-

dency to think that the airplanes that appear to
be in the same category may be much alike, it is
just not so. Some gems out there are simply bet-
ter than the next apparent clone—owing to very
real differences in weight, materials and compo-
nents. The truth comes out in the testing. The T-
Hawk is a superior RTF ship, and here’s why.

This 3-channel ship has a broad throttle
range and speed envelope, and it weighs only
18.5 ounces. If you snub it in the grass, that is,
land without a flare and then catch a wing tip, it
is not likely that it will break. Massive airplanes
in this category can easily have a wing pivot in
this situation, causing the pusher prop to dam-
age the trailing edge. That has not happened
after extensive flying of the T-Hawk. Its tough
yet pliable plastic has easily withstood multiple
short landings.

ReadyToFlyFun provides, in every package,
two (2) main wings, (2) fin/rudder and (2) eleva-
tor/stab assemblies. If you damage one of these,
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3-channel out-of-the-box fun 
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The peak 
charger, 12V
auto power plug,
optional AC wall
adapter and
newly upgraded
speed control.

SPECS
PLANE: T-Hawk

MANUFACTURER: ReadyToFlyFun

DISTRIBUTOR: ReadyToFlyFun

TYPE: Ready-to-fly 3-channel

FOR: Beginners or sport modelers who
want instant fun

WINGSPAN: 40 in.

WING AREA: 217 sq. in.

FLYING WEIGHT: 18.5 oz. 

WING LOADING: 12.3 oz./sq. ft.

LENGTH: 29 in.

RADIO: Included 3-channel single
stick 27MHz transmitter, receiver,
speed control and micro servos (hobby-
grade replaceable components)

POWER SYSTEM: 380 PM brushed
motor, 5 5/8 in. diam. prop, speed con-
trol with heat sink, 7-cell 8.4V 900mAh
KAN NiMH battery

FULL THROTTLE POWER: 8.1 amps,
59 watts; 3.2 W/oz., 51 W/lb. 

TOP RPM: 11,700 

DURATION: 8-15 min., depending on
flying style; 6 min. full throttle

MINIMAL FLYING AREA: Small ball
field

PRICE: $159.95 (T-Hawk NiMH SS FM
Radio Combo, as reviewed)

COMPONENTS NEEDED TO COM-
PLETE: None

SUMMARY
The T-Hawk is a well-designed airplane
that flies well. Light and tough enough
not to be damaged in the occasional
careless landing and powerful enough
to penetrate winds of 10 to 12 mph,
the T-Hawk easily performs mild aero-
batics. 
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the replacement is already in the package.
You also get three propellers, an extra fin-
ger twist nut to lock down the tail feathers,
and extra rubber bands. All components are
hobby grade and replaceable. We have
flown the heck out of this airplane, in gusty
New England fall conditions, and have not
yet had to resort to these included “extras.” 

RECENTLY UPGRADED

ReadyToFlyFun has recently upgraded the
T-Hawk with standard Tamiya connectors
(an improvement over the previous connec-
tors, but I recommend replacing these with
Power Poles), an improved speed control
with a heat sink, and a peak charger and
12V car plug adapter. The package includes
KAN 900mAh NiMH batteries—these are
superior batteries that perform well.
Optional equipment now available includes

landing gear that is stronger than the stock
music wire gear, and an AC wall socket
adapter for charging. 

AIRBORNE

So how does it fly? At full power, the T-
Hawk hops into the air like any well-pos-
sessed lunch-hour fun flying aircraft
should. The prop whines and the plane
climbs out effortlessly. At full throttle, it
moves quickly. 

There are three attachment holes in the
elevator and rudder control horns. The
manual advises using the middle hole, and
the trim and response in that configuration
proved to be ideal. We first flew this air-
plane in choppy, gusty winds that peaked
at about 12 mph. To our surprise, we had
no trouble cutting into the wind and
maneuvering close in for the camera.

I also took the T-Hawk up
to about 300 feet and cut the
throttle to about 1/3 power.
The plane began to descend
but continued to feel suffi-
ciently responsive. Power-off,
it descended more rapidly
with noticeably reduced
response to rudder inputs,
and in the windy conditions,
as it neared the ground, I had
to give it more power to
maintain positive control
with prop blast over the tail
feathers.

Loops require a little dive
to develop airspeed. The real
surprise was its ability to roll.
At full throttle and with full

left rudder, the ship very quickly rolls to the
left. Push some down elevator while invert-
ed, continuing the roll input, and it comes
right around—gaining speed the whole
time, and entering a shallow dive. What a
hoot! Rolls are impressive! The prop begins
to whine loudly. How close to the ground
can I do this!?

Stalls are gentle, straightforward and
almost instantly remedied by a blip of throt-
tle. There is ample power to pull this light
airplane out of any strange attitude in just a
couple of seconds. Slow flight is docile and
predictable—the main thing is that the T-

Hawk descends very predictably and
smoothly for carefree landings.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

When you install the stabilizer and rudder,
two bolts are inserted through holes in the
aft section of the tail boom. It’s a good idea
to slightly ream the holes in the tail feathers
and boom a little so that the bolts easily
slide through without catching on any
flashing. You also need to loosen the anten-
na by removing the plug at the end of the
boom (the antenna is channeled through the
boom). This makes it easy to insert the bolts
without catching the antenna, after which
you tighten down the finger twist nuts.

CONCLUSION

The T-Hawk is fun to fly and built to last.
With a broader speed range than many park
flyers, I recommend it to sport pilots for its
spunk and convenience. It would also be an
excellent second plane for any newcomer
who has received basic flight instruction. We
give the T-Hawk the thumbs up. �

Links
ReadyToFlyFun, www.readytoflyfun.com,
(480) 994-4344, (866) 472-8697. 

For more information, please see our source
guide on pg. 161. 

Note the wire pushrod—these stay in trim after
repeated rough landings.


