
Enter the world of Steadfast 

Books in Woolston, where 

owner Heath Ling is an 

unabashed bookworm. 

Heath views himself as a 

curator and an historian, creating 

an ethical world for fellow 

booklovers. The shelves in his 

small corner shop are full to 

overfl owing with all manner of 

genres, fact and fi ction, vintage, 

and more recent publications.

“My biggest problem is space,” 

he laughs. “Not having enough.”

As well as books, some dating 

back to the 1800s, he offers 

a growing selection of DVDs, 

Cutting a rug
Shape, size and colour; rugs can change the look and feel of a room, creating 

vibrancy, serenity or whatever the homeowner wants. 

Christchurch’s Nile Rugs 

takes pride in providing 

New Zealanders with genuine 

hand knotted rugs imported 

directly from their source of 

production. 

“We are delighted to present 

a collection of hand-woven and 

hand-knotted Persian rugs, 

Kilims and cushion covers,” says 

owner Adnan Yaqub. “We are 

a unique rug store as we travel 

to the areas where oriental rugs 

weavers have honed their skills 

for centuries; this allows us to 

handpick the greatest pieces 

for our customers. That is why 

we have the largest collection 

of hand-knotted vintage and 

antique rugs in New Zealand.”

Persian rug styles:
Over-dyed Persian rugs have 

been hand-knotted in Iran 

many decades ago. Later, 

these vintage rugs have been 

shaved down to lower pile, 

deep washed and then re-dyed 

(over-dyed) one colour. 

Distressed Persian rugs 

are shaved down to lower 

pile, deep washed and then 

bleached out to make rugs 

faded and distressed on 

purpose.

Persian rugs represent a 

trend that has achieved a 

crossover between fashion 

and home décor. This new look 

celebrates rugs that are faded 

and worn over time; rugs that 

nestle into homes as if they’ve 

always been there. That’s why 

interior designers and home 

decorators love these rugs. 

Visit and 
read a while

retro nick-nacks, ornaments and 

memorabilia, and, when needed, 

a knowledgable perspective and 

sympathetic advice.

“It’s all about having happy 

customers,” he explains.

His regulars are not just older 

generations; younger readers 

often pop in looking for specifi c 

authors and/or genres. 

“I struggle to keep up with 

demand for George Orwell, for 

instance. It’s refreshing to see 

the quality of young customers 

and what they’re reading.”

Customers form his extended 

family; many returning 

frequently to stock up, indulge 

in a quiet read, a chat, and the 

occasional cuppa.

That’s another reason he’d 

like more space – to offer an 

even larger book selection and 

maybe to create a few quiet 

writing pods.

“I love to encourage writing 

as well as reading,” he adds.

Visit Steadfast Books at 372 

Ferry Road, Woolston.
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A comfy chair, a peaceful warm environment, 
intelligent conversation and best of all books, 

books and more books.

DJ Hewitt Showhome 2005 

www.facebook.com/ChchDestinationBookstore

www.nilerugs.co.nz


