
Merr1orial Day is for tl1e livi11g, too 
By Brooke Gunning 

T
his 1\11e111orial Day \Veekend1 

as you kick off the swn1ner 
\Vith n cookout or trip to the 
beach, or sin1ply enjoy a long 

weekend off fron1 work or school, 
take the ti111e to than1c a veteran oi· 
active-duty serviceman or \von1an. 

They and their fallen con1patri
ots ru·e the ones who have, through 
decades of skir1nishes and v.,rars, en
sured you \vill be able to e1tjoy that 
cook-out or beach trip, job or edu
cation. Tbey have sacrificed so that. 
you and I can enjoy liberty, and the 
111yriad benefits of living in a free so
ciety. 

I don't need a special per1nit to 
visit relatives in Nev.1 York ::ind the 
govern1nent doeR not diet.ate to n1e 
iny job or where to live. Go ahead 
and open that s1<atcboard store or 
tattoo parlor or pa111pered pet bou
tique. Oh, and the next ti111e you'1T1 

at the grocery store, lake a 1no1nent 
to n1arvel -yes, 1nal've] - that you 
have foods fron1 al] over the \Vorld 
to choose frmn, as \vell as food in 
abundance. 

Dolores Wiedman prepares Memorial Day flowers for the grave of her husband, 
World War II veteran Carl G. Wiedman, Saturday at the Brigadier General William 
C. Doyle Veterans Mernot"ial Cemetery in North Hanover Township, N.J. · AP 

Abundance is a vvord \Vhich \veil 
describes our country and our peo
ple. We have an alJundance of food 1 

and n1alerial goods and places of 
worship and choices on virtually 
everything under the sun. Saine 
Marylanders are giving out of the 
abundance of their hearl-s1 thne, 
and \Vhen able, their \Vallets, so that 
they can support fellow Maryland· 
ers serving in the ntllitary abroad. 
It's not about politics; it1s about sup
porting fellow Ainericans who are in 
harm's way far from home. 

in1plen1ent a plan. If anyone is in
lerested in donating a nev.r or gen
tly used baseball mitt, it would be 
appreciated. Oh1 and there's a real 
need for left-handed gloves!!" 

Charlene Riikone111 founder and 
president of 0P.ra Products, Inc. in 
Coltunbia, is a self-described inili
tary brat vvho has lived and \Vorked 
ever)'\vhere fron1 Naples to Bangla
desh. lier cotnpany n1akes brown
l'ice-based products \Vhich correct 
n1edical dehydration. This problen1 

Abundance is a word which well describes 
afflicts, 
by her es
t i 1n ate. 
up to 40 
perce11t 
of troops 
stationed 
in Il'aq. 

our country and our people. We have an 
abundance of food, and material goods 
and places ofworship and choices 
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These support efforts range from 
the idea of an individual to corpo
rate contributions. 

Grace Fellowship Church, on 
Deerco Road in Thnoniun1, col
lects baseball gloves for our troops. 
Jim Antonakos coordinates the ef
fort. An employee at Oakcrest Re· 
tire1nent Home, he said, '1John Ko
larik, a resident1 1nentioned that his 
grandson, v.1ho ls stationed in Iraq1 

said the soldiers needed so1nething 
to pass the time. He asked his grand
father to help, who then asked me to 
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mas·t serious when the soldiers 
have first arrived there, and then 
during the hot season. They're car
rying 50 pounds of gear and it's 115 
degrees in the shade ... If they're in 
heavy gea1; and sweating a lot, and 
dehydration is sinking in, it's hard
er to think clearly. They don't want 
to ]Je hooked up to an rv in the field, 
or knocked out of comn1ission for a 
few days." 

While lnany branches of the mili
tary use Ce1·a products (at reduced 
cost), the company has also donated 

supplies to the Maryland National 
Guard and to Special Forces uni Ls. 

On May 23, Dr. Bob Strahl, found
l;!:r of A Taste of Horne, n1et l.vith 
Maryland National Guard repre
sentatives of troops about to be de_
ployed, and distributed 1,600 call· 
ing cards which had Leen grat.:iousiy 
donated by AT&T Strahl said the , 
gratitude expressed by the soldiers 
is tremendous. 

1iSgL Joseph even had a certiliecl 
1nission flag flown in our honor. An
other soldier had this to say: 'I can't 
tell you just how in1portai~t it is for 
n1e and n1v_n1en to kI10\v that \Ve are 
well thought of."' 

What have you done lately to let a , 
vet or active-duty soldier know that 
they are "well thought or'? What a ; 
touchirigly si:rnpie hope, that each one ' 
of us can fulfill in one way or another. 
You can start by saying, "Thank you 
for serving our country.11 

Brooke Gunning 1nay be reached 
at wintiffin@aol.co111. 
To donate baseball gloves, drop them 
off at Grace Fellowship Church on 
Deerco Rd. in Tilnoniun1 01· call 410-
561-8424 or contact the coordinator 
Jim at Jinlamusic@gniail.cont 
To donate to '!4. TasleofH01ne," 
visit www.tasteofhonie.org. To learn 
111ore about Cera Products, visit 
www.ce1·aprod11ctsin.c.com. 




