
Empowering the Future: A Step-by-Step Guide to Creating Scholarships that Transform 
Lives



The Power of Scholarships 

Scholarships can help change the trajectory of someone's life and help break down barriers that 
have held people back for generations. Scholarships offer opportunities for students who may 
not have the resources to pursue higher education, and they provide access to individuals who 
may not have had a chance to realize their potential without them.

As someone who has experienced the power of scholarships firsthand, I am a strong advocate 
for their value. I believe that scholarships are not only beneficial for individual recipients but also 
for society as a whole. They can help build a more equitable and just world by leveling the 
playing field and providing opportunities to those who may have otherwise been left behind.

For me, creating a scholarship was personal. I grew up on the south side of Pittsburgh, PA as 
the second oldest of my parents’ six children. My mother instilled in me a love of learning and a 
belief in the power of education. However, as a black man in America, I knew that I would face 
systemic barriers in pursuing higher education and achieving my goals.

Despite the challenges, I was fortunate enough to receive scholarships and attend pursue 
higher education as a first generation college student. This opportunity changed my life and 
opened up doors that I never thought were possible. I went on to earn a degree in chemistry at 
Virginia State University and, after working as a chemist, became a STEM educator, teaching 
and inspiring young people to pursue their dreams and passions.

I created the Julia Elizabeth Legacy Scholarship in memory of my mother, who passed away 
before seeing me achieve my goals. This scholarship is a tribute to her and her unwavering 
belief in the power of education. It provides financial support to African American students 
pursuing degrees in STEM fields.

Choosing Bold.org as the platform to create my scholarship was an easy decision. Bold.org is a 
mission-driven organization committed to creating a more equitable world by connecting donors 
with scholarship recipients. Their platform makes it easy for anyone to create a scholarship and 
reach a wide audience of potential applicants.

What sets Bold.org apart is their focus on impact. They prioritize scholarships that have a 
meaningful and measurable impact on students' lives and provide resources to help scholarship 
creators maximize their impact. They have a strong commitment to diversity, equity, and 
inclusion, ensuring that scholarship opportunities are available to all students regardless of their 
background or circumstances. I also like that the organization is a 501c3 nonprofit, which allows 
for donations to be tax deductible.

Creating a scholarship on Bold.org was a straightforward process. The platform guided me 
through each step, from defining the scholarship's purpose and eligibility criteria to promoting 
the scholarship to potential applicants. Bold.org's team was also available to provide support 
and answer any questions that I had throughout the process.



Through my experience creating the Julia Elizabeth Legacy Scholarship and subsequent 
scholarship fund of the same name, I have seen firsthand the power of scholarships to change 
lives. The first scholarship was awarded April 8th (my mom’s birthday and my wedding 
anniversary) in 2022.

As someone who has experienced the impact of scholarships firsthand, I encourage anyone 
who is able to create a scholarship to do so. I also recommend Bold.org as a platform to make 
that dream a reality. Together, we can help unlock the potential of future generations by what 
we create today.



Defining Your Scholarship 

Creating a scholarship is an incredibly rewarding experience, but it requires careful planning 
and consideration. Defining your scholarship is the crucial first step in the process. It sets the 
foundation for the scholarship's “why” and eligibility criteria.

One of the most important aspects of defining your scholarship is having a clear mission and 
purpose. What do you hope to achieve with your scholarship? What impact do you want it to 
have on the lives of its recipients and on society as a whole?

When defining your scholarship, it is also important to consider the eligibility criteria and 
application requirements. Who is eligible to apply for your scholarship, and what are the 
requirements for applying? Will you be targeting a specific demographic or field of study? These 
are important questions to consider.

For example, when I created the Julia Elizabeth Legacy Scholarship, I wanted to highlight an 
area of disparity that I was aware of, which is the representation of African Americans in STEM 
careers.

Once you have determined the eligibility criteria, you can start thinking about the application 
requirements. What documents or information will applicants need to provide in their 
application? Will you require letters of recommendation, a personal statement or essay? These 
requirements should be tailored to your scholarship's mission and purpose and should be 
designed to help you select the most deserving recipients. 

Another important aspect of defining your scholarship is creating a compelling name and 
description. A good scholarship name should be memorable and reflective of your scholarship's 
purpose. It should also be clear and easy to understand. This part was somewhat cut and dry 
for me as I established a memorial scholarship, which simply applied my mother’s first and 
middle names.

The scholarship description is equally important. It should provide potential applicants with a 
clear understanding of what your scholarship is about, what it aims to achieve, and how it will 
benefit the recipients. The description should also be compelling and engaging, highlighting the 
unique aspects of your scholarship and why it is worth applying for.

For example, the description for the Julia Elizabeth Legacy Scholarship highlighted the 
scholarship's focus on promoting diversity and inclusion in STEM fields. It also emphasized the 
impact that the scholarship would have on the recipients' lives and the importance of STEM 
education overall in today's world.



Launching Your Scholarship on Bold.org

Creating a scholarship is an incredible achievement, but it's only the beginning of the journey. 
Launching your scholarship on Bold.org is the next step in the process, and it's where you can 
start to see the payoff of your hard work.

Bold.org is a leading scholarship platform that provides a user-friendly interface for scholarship 
creators and applicants. 

Let’s explore the steps of this process:

Step 1: Create an account on Bold.org

The first step in launching your scholarship on Bold.org is creating an account. This will allow 
you to access the scholarship creation dashboard and start building your scholarship profile.

Step 2: Build your scholarship profile

Once you have created an account, you can start building your scholarship profile. This includes 
filling out details such as the scholarship name, description, eligibility criteria, application 
requirements, and the award amount.

It's important to ensure that your scholarship profile is engaging, informative, and reflects the 
mission and purpose of your scholarship.

Step 3: Set up the scholarship application

Once you have built your scholarship profile, you can set up the scholarship application. This 
includes creating the application form, determining the deadline, and selecting the evaluation 
criteria.

Step 4: Promote your scholarship

After you have set up your scholarship, worked with the Bold.org team to adjust any necessary 
components, and funded your scholarship (yes, once it is approved, you must fund it in order to 
make it official) your scholarship is live. Then, it's time to promote it and reach potential 
applicants. There are several ways to promote your scholarship, including social media, email 
campaigns, and outreach to relevant organizations and communities.

Step 5: Evaluate and select scholarship recipients

Once the application deadline has passed, it's time to evaluate and select the scholarship 
recipients. This is the most important part of the process, as it determines who will receive the 
scholarship award and benefit from your hard work.



This may include academic achievement, financial need, community involvement, and personal 
statement.

The final decision for who wins the award is yours to make. However, there is internal support 
from the organization to review applications and select finalists. As the Bold team begins sifting 
through candidate applications and selecting finalists, you can also take part in this process by 
reviewing applications on your own. In my experience, I enjoy reading through applications and 
essays to choose finalists; ultimately, selecting the winner from the smaller pool of candidates. 



Conclusion 

Congratulations! You are now ready to start your own scholarship! 

Be sure to also support the Julia Elizabeth Legacy Scholarship by clicking here.

All the best in your scholarship endeavors!

https://bold.org/funds/the-julia-elizabeth-legacy-scholarship-fund/

