
SUBWAY TILE
INSTALATION GUIDE

1 - PREPARING THE WALLS

Properly preparing your walls is an important step you won’t want to 
skip if you want to achieve a professional, clean look. Ensure that you’re 
working with flat, smooth walls; otherwise, your rows of tile will look 
uneven. Patch any holes and use sandpaper to smooth it out.

Clean the walls using an all-purpose cleaner. Then, unscrew any outlet 
and switch covers. Finally, use painter’s tape to mark the outer edging of 
your tile installation along the walls, vanity, or countertop.

2 - ATTACHING THE TILE

Use your V-notch trowel to add a thin layer of mortar to the wall. First, 
scoop up the mortar using the flat side and spread it using the notched 
side. Then, create parallel lines in the mortar on the wall by combing it 
with the trowel. Note that you’ll want to apply your mortar in small 
sections or else you’ll be working pretty fast!

Start installing your tile on the bottom and work your way up. Do not 
work f rom the top! Press the tile onto the wall one at a time. Note that 
you’ll want to check your lines with a leveler to ensure everything is 
straight. Cut tiles using the wet tile saw, and make sure to leave room for 
spacers. If some spots are too small to use your trowel, then apply a thin 
layer of mortar directly onto the back of the tile.

3 - INSERTING SPACERS

Using two spacers for each tile side will help keep your tile installation 
parallel. Try to move the tile to ensure a snug fit, that way you end up 
with straight, even grout
lines.



4 - LETTING THE MORTAR DRY

Letting your tile dry overnight is key so that everything sets properly. 
The next day, you can then clean up any surrounding areas that may 
have gotten some unwanted mortar on it before finishing up the job!

5 - ATTACHING THE TILE

Removing the spacers may be quick or take longer depending on how 
small or large your subway tile install is. Next, give your tiles a good wipe 
using a microfiber cloth and all-purpose cleaner to make sure there’s no 
dust on the tiles.

6 - APPLYING THE GROUT

Using the rubber float, scoop some of the white or colored premixed 
grout and sweep it over the tile. Going over it in a 45-degree angle and 
then going over the same area but in multiple directions will help to get 
the grout into the narrow spaces.

7 - CLEANING THE TILES

After applying the grout, wait approximately an hour before cleaning 
your tiles. Using your large bucket with warm water and a large sponge, 
clean the grout, rinse the sponge, and repeat. Note that it may take a 
few times to remove all of the grout f rom the same area.

8 - APPLYING THE CAULK

Applying caulk will help give your tiles a finished look. Tape off areas like 
where the tile hits the countertop, cabinets, or walls before caulking. 
Apply the caulk to those areas, and then go over the lines using an 
applicator tool for the best results. Note that you’ll want to remove the 
tape before the caulk completely dries.

* Cemento Collection will not be held responsible for any installation errors. 
This guide is given upon request. We would still recommend hiring a 
professional to install tiles.


