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Introduction 
 
This report outlines the landscape design proposals for the Aro development located at the corner of 
Willis, Victoria & Vivian St, Wellington and includes a comment on site and a description of the 
proposed landscape treatment.  
 
Aro is comprised of 109 dwellings, some mixed-use facilities and public / semi-private and private open 
space. It is a medium rise and medium density development which ranges from 2.5 storey townhouses 
to 5 storey apartments. 
 
This design statement is to read in conjunction with the Urban Design and Architect’s design 
statements. 
 
 
The site  
 
The site (Lot 2 DP 433344) is approximately 4136m2 in area, and spans between Victoria St. on the south 
and Willis St. to the north. It currently contains an existing surface car parking area operated by Wilson’s 
parking, accessible from both Willis Street and Victoria Street. In the south west corner of the site is a 
400m2 commercial building currently operating as an auto repair workshop. The carpark is also used as 
a vegetable market on Sundays. 
 
The site is hard paved. The only planting within the site boundary is a 6m2 gravel mulched garden bed 
alongside the Willis Street car park entrance with three small shrubs (flax and lomandra). There are four 
street trees on the inside of the kerb (within WCC road reserve) on Victoria Street. 
 
Landscape design approach 

Refer to LA1.01 
 
The design approach has seen the buildings and landscape developed in an integrated manner, 
balancing new built form with quality private, semi private, and public open spaces. Key pedestrian 
linkages are created across the site as well as a shared laneway / one-way (westbound vehicle 
movements from Victoria st. to Willis St) service laneway to the north. 

 
The street frontages  
The Aro development positively engages with its surrounding neighborhood through activation 
providing linkages, entrances and key active edges/corner.  Passive surveillance is gained through the 
buildings relationship with the street, while softening of the built environment is providing by planting. 
 

Victoria Street 
The townhouses on Victoria Street all have direct access onto the street, aiding the activation 
of the street while the apartment building to the north provides a commercial space on the 
ground floor with space to spill out onto private space along the site boundary with Victoria St.  
 
Victoria Street has a unique character within Wellington city derived from its off-grid alignment 
cutting through the city blocks, this creates a number of uniquely triangular spaces along its 
length. These are reinforced within the Aro block by the inclusion of intimately scaled small 
planted garden areas alongside the proposed building to provide some softening, rhythm and 
accentuation of the street facades, in combination with the building design. This planting also 
provides a clear public/private threshold and separation to the houses. This threshold is 
reinforced by a small (varies from 1-5 steps) level change to private entrances. 
 



Planting along the building edge is designed to complement and mirror the threshold between 
Victoria Street and Te Niho Park on the opposite side of Victoria Street, reinforcing the streets 
character. It is proposed that a new vehicle crossing provides one-way access into the site for 
servicing vehicles, this requires the removal of one of the Alder street trees (Alnus Sp.) planted 
approximately 5 years ago. 
 
Key Aspects of the Victoria Street frontages include: 

• Reinforcement of the current WCC streetscape. 

• The removal of 1 tree (and associated garden bed planting) where the new laneway 
entrance is provided. 

• Areas of garden including trees where appropriate, providing a threshold to the 
individual residential properties. 

 

Willis Street 
The road reserve and corresponding site boundary steps in providing a narrower streetscape 
for the southern half of the site. This reduction in footpath width marks a shift in the streets 
character and scale as the street begins to merge into the more residential areas to the south. 

 
Like the townhouses on Victoria Street, all the townhouses on Willis Street have direct access 
onto the street, aiding the activation of the street.  The wider footpath adjacent to the 4 
townhouses and apartment building to the north provides an opportunity for a public space to 
be created within the road reserve. Although outside the site boundary and not part of this 
consent, it is advised that this could provide additional amenity to the wider neighborhood 
and help reinforce Willis Street as a key urban street for people to occupy as well as move 
along.  
 
While the Aro development is not reliant on works within the Willis Street road reserve this would 
complement the soft edge / planting along the building line that provides a clear 
public/private threshold and separation to the dwellings. As with Victoria Street this threshold is 
reinforced by a small (varies from 1-5 steps) level change to private entrances. 

 
Key Aspects of the Willis Street frontages include: 

• Reinforcement of the urban streetscape. 

• Opportunities for a new public space within WCC road Reserve (not part of this 
consent) 

• Areas of garden including trees where appropriate, providing a threshold to the 
individual residential properties. 

 
Vivian Street 
Vivian Street is a key transport artery within the city (SH1). The Aro devolvement builds up to the 
street edge helping to reinforce it as an urban street with the articulation of the buildings and 
landscape providing a fine urban grain to the city block. Two pedestrian access points into Aro 
are provide glimpse views into the internal lanes. These are accentuated with generous 
planting creating a threshold at the entrances and the provision of a small ‘garden room’ with 
generous planting and seating at the Vivian / Victoria street corner.  

 
Key Aspects of the Willis Street frontages include: 

• Reinforcement of the urban street character and gateway to the city. 



• Areas of garden including trees, aid the softening of the streetscape and provide a 
threshold to the Aro development and internal spaces.  

 

‘North Shared Laneway’ (Victoria Street to Willis Street) 
A high-quality public pedestrian / light vehicle shared laneway is created between Victoria Street and 
Willis Street. This is primarily designed as a pedestrian environment that provides a public pedestrian 
linkage across the site. It also acts as a service access for residents, allowing for deliveries, rubbish 
collection etc.  
 
The paved pedestrian route / carriageway climbs at a grade of 1:16 at its steepest points and is 
designed for slow moving vehicles, this shared (vehicle and pedestrian) environment is reinforced by 
the laneways width materiality and furniture. Flanked on both sides by planting of native shrub and 
groundcover species, the laneway will have a green centre while the paving materiality will reinforce 
the apartment entrance zones and help to visually connect them to the north/south pedestrian lanes 
and ‘garden spaces’ 
 
Lighting will be provided by overhead catenary lighting, that will help reinforce the contained nature of 
the space as well as contrasting with the adjacent streets. 
 
On the south side of the laneway there is direct stepped access into the eastern and western 
pedestrian laneways. The demarcation of these is given by the surface materials of unit pavers. On the 
northern-side there are gated entrances to shared access for the apartment buildings to the northern 
boundary of the development.   
 
Aspects of the ‘North Shared Laneway’ includes: 

• A public laneway shared by pedestrian and service vehicles. 

• As a shared space with no dedicated road or footpath is created with signage and the use of 
surface materials being used to identify that there is pedestrian priority. 

• A mix of pavers and asphalt and concrete help to break up lane and reinforce the building 
entrances.  

• Planting helps to soften the space and ground the buildings. 

• Feature lighting is provided with overhead centenary lighting to create interest while directing 
the public through the space. 

• Bicycle parking is provided on the northern side of the street for residents and visitors.  

 
‘West & East Laneways’ and ‘Garden Link’ 
Two pedestrian lanes run north/south through the site and provide access to the internal properties as 
well as pedestrian linkages, which encourages permeability through the site. It is proposed that these 
laneways are not gated, and as such are open to the general public day and night. 
 
These lanes provide access to townhouses and are design as rich green spaces with native planting 
and seating providing multiple spaces for residents to occupy. A simple palette of materials is used, 
(unit paving, natural stone and concrete) chosen to complement a palette of native planting while 
steps and planters again help to reinforce the public/ private thresholds. Overlooked by the adjacent 
dwellings, these lanes will provide significant amenity and ensure passive surveillance. 
 
There is a 2.7m wide informal ‘Garden Link’ between the two laneways in the middle of the site. This is a 
small ‘Garden Link’ with gravel surfacing, concrete ‘stepping stones’, planting and seating which 
opens out at each end into two community courtyards.  
 



Aspects of the ‘West & East Laneways’ includes: 

• Small private garden areas and entrance spaces to the individual residential properties. 

• Planting and seating areas along the laneways with a variable articulation to create smaller 
more intimate spaces and thereby facilitate and encourage sociability of the residents as well 
as providing an aesthetic green outlook.  

• Numerous seating options are provided in a variety of forms and sizes and scattered 
throughout the lanes for the use of residents.  

• The lanes will be paved in high quality stone / unit paving. All paving will fall to sumps or garden 
beds for drainage. 

• Steps are provided to deal with the levels across the site (refer to the landscape plans). A 
handrail is provided on one side of the stairs to assist with mobility. 

• Lighting is provided with low level lighting along the lane, this will be incorporated into furniture 
elements wherever possible. 

• Bicycle parking is provided on the lanes for residents and visitors.  

 
Private Courtyards 
In addition to the public and semi-private spaces private courtyards and balconies are provided for all 
units – refer to architect’s design statement for more information.  
 
Vehicular Access 
Vehicular access onto the site is via the northern shared space with one-way access off Victoria Street, 
and exiting onto Willis Street. This access is to facilitate house moves and deliveries & resident pick up 
and drop off and rubbish collection. Cycle parking is provided for residents within the buildings (refer to 
architect’s design statement for more information) while visitor cycle stands are provided along the 
‘North Shared Laneway’ and ‘west & East Laneways’. 
 
Rubbish Collection and Bins. 
A central rubbish collection area is provided within the apartment building (refer to architect’s design 
statement for more information) it is not proposed that there will be any further communal bin areas 
within the lanes or laneway. 
 
Lighting 
Refer to LA1.03 

It is not proposed that any additional lighting is required for safety on Victoria, Willis or Vivian Street 
other than that associated with verandas and entrances.  
 
Catenary lighting for the ‘North Shared Laneway’ and will be designed with supplementary light where 
appropriate to meet a P4 category.  
 
The ‘West & East Laneways’ and ‘Garden Link’ will be lit with low level lights and lighting integrated 
within furniture etc. This will be design to provide a nominal 10 lux lighting level for safety and 
surveillance in all public and semi-private areas. 
 
In Developed Design we shall be investigate luminaire selection and placement to ensure light levels 
are met and minimize direct or indirect illumination spills into the windows of residential buildings.  
 
It is proposed that a final lighting design is submitted to council for approval as a condition of consent. 
 
 
 
 



Hard landscape materials 
Refer to LA1.04 

A range of durable hard landscape materials are proposed as detailed above and on the hard 
landscape materials palette sheet. In keeping with the urban context, it is proposed that the adjacent 
asphalt footpaths are extended where new spaces are created adjacent to the street while the 
laneway and lanes areas use concrete / stone unit paving and stone paving to provide a finer grain 
aesthetics and domestic character.  

All paving will be selected to ensure it is robust, fit for purpose and meets slip resistance standards. 

 

Planting  
Refer to LA1.05 

Primarily native planting is used to create a lush, layered environment. Small trees and shrubs at the 
entrances to the ‘West & East Laneways’ act to express these entrances from the street and from the 
‘North Shared Laneway’.    

The plant palette has been chosen to create a variety of textures and forms along the laneways. 
Hedge planting is utilized to delineate the threshold between communal laneways and the adjoining 
residential units.  Trees as identified on the plant palette (LA 1.05) have been chosen for their upright 
form and high degree of visual permeability, giving verticality to the laneways. 

Tree planting is generally proposed within garden beds area where sufficient topsoil volumes are 
available to support healthy tree growth. 
 
It is proposed that a detailed planting design is submitted by a registered Landscape Architect to 
council for approval as a condition of consent. 
 
CPTED principals 
A number of methods have been adopted to ensure CPTED including: 

• informal passive surveillance of public spaces and laneways; 

• considered placement of planting and structures to reduce the opportunity for concealment:  

• clear site thresholds delineating public, semi-public and private space 

• the creation of a high-quality environment that promotes a sense of ownership and care and  

• feature lighting to encourages people to use places rather than keep out of them. 

 
Conclusion 
It is my opinion that the landscape design approach outlined above and illustrated on local drawings 
will appropriately integrate the new development into the wider urban setting while providing 
significant amenity for the future residents. 
 
The scheme provides a variety of quality public, semi-private and private open spaces that effectively 
balances the density of the developments-built form, ensures pedestrian and vehicle movements are 
catered and provides planting, ecological and visual amenity.  
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Males,  
Landscape Architect  
Local Landscape Architecture Collective. 


