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M o d e r n

 F a M i l y

With its enticing entertaining 
spaces, layers of artisanal  
fabrics and evocative artefacts, 
Nicole and Maarten’s stylish 
amsterdam home is both  
grown-up and family-friendly

Photography ⁄ Marc van Praag   *   Production ⁄ Mary Weaver   *   Words ⁄ Serena Fokschaner

home 
Profile
The Owners  
Photographer and 
interior designer 
nicole Dohmen  
and her husband 
Maarten Biezeveld,  
a paediatrician. They 
have four children 
between them: Aba, 
11, Morris, 10, Doortje, 
nine, and Len, seven.
The PrOPerTy A 
Twenties townhouse 
in Amsterdam. There 
is a playroom in the 
basement, while the 
ground floor has a 
kitchen, family room, 
conservatory and 
dining area. On the 
first floor there is a 
living room, office 
and studio. The 
master and guest 
bedrooms and a 
laundry room are on 
the second floor. The 
children’s rooms are 
on the third floor.

li v ing 
room
In the main living area, 
Nicole customised the 
sofa to give it a more 
modern, classical feel.
Get the look The 
Grand National sofa  
is made to order by 
Ascencion Latorre. 
Nicole upholstered  
it in Fame velvet by 
Lizzo. The cushions 
are made in a Liberty 
fabric. The photograph  
is by Marc Lagrange 
from the Jaski Gallery.
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a family home can often mean sacrificing individuality for practicality. 
Delicate pots are stowed out of sight, decorative wallpapers traded 
for wipe-down vinyl. But that’s not the case in Nicole Dohmen and 
Maarten Biezeveld’s Amsterdam house where, on a weekday after-
noon, the interior that greets you is assured, colourful and exotic – but 
not at all precious. As their children arrive home from school, designer 
sofas are dive-bombed, snacks are spread across the marble counter 
tops and scooters career across mellow parquet flooring, past trailing 
plants and beatific Buddhas, adding to the down-to-earth feel.

It’s a style that Nicole, a photographer and interior designer, 
describes as ‘instinctive… I can walk into a room and visualise 
exactly how it should look – and feel,’ she says. Despite its ‘sombre 
grey façade’, she knew instantly that the Twenties townhouse, with 
its south-facing garden and 400sq m footprint was the place to bring 
up their ‘blended’ brood of four. 

‘Compared to  our previous home, which was beautiful, but a bit dark,  
I felt that I could make this place light and welcoming – a fresh start 
for all of us,’ says Nicole. The location, in the Oud-Zuid (Old South) 
district, lined with designer shops and just a cycle ride from the 
museums, also appealed. ‘It’s a friendly area. The children can walk 
to school and bring their classmates back to play,’ she adds.

Previous owners had left their mark on the house in the double-
height extension at the back and the tidy joinery. ‘It was in good 
decorative order, but it was a bit…’ Nicole’s voice tails off as you fill 
in the blank: bland? ‘So I knew that I had to spice it up and reorganise 
the space to suit the way we live as a family,’ she continues. She 
enlisted the skills of her business partner, interior designer Nicoline 
Beerkens, to revive the five-storey interior. ‘We collaborated on my 
last home when we discovered that we make a good partnership. I 
help Nicoline with some of her projects and we blend our creativity 
to design individual homes for our clients,’ says Nicole. ‘Nicoline has 
all the contingencies covered, so she’s good at reigning in my more 
impractical suggestions.’

So they started with practicalities. ‘We created bedrooms and 
bathrooms for the children in the attic.’ Down a level, the master 
bedroom was reconfigured to include a separate dressing room and 
a second bedroom was turned into a bathroom, with rustic basins 
set in an antique Chinese cabinet. ‘We turned the basement into a 
playroom.’ And in the new kitchen, wooden joinery was chosen to 
echo the lived-on tones of the reclaimed parquet flooring. The project 
took a year to complete. ‘We spent a lot of time on the finishes: taking 
up the carpet, repainting the joinery and oiling the floors. We also 
installed glass panels in the doors to introduce more light,’ says Nicole. 

In every room, artisanal cottons and velvets, sea-grass walls 
and hand-blocked wallpapers feel like a welcoming embrace. ‘I 
love layering different textures to add richness. I don’t spend a 
lot of time thinking about how to decorate, I do what feels right,’ 
says Nicole. Walls and surfaces are peppered with unusual finds: a 
sculptural basket from Botswana, a blush-rose, semi-precious quartz.  
‘I put precious stones all over my house – they create a wonderful 
energy. I was bitten by the travel bug after a long road trip around the 
US in my early twenties. Nowadays, I travel with my children and 
a spare suitcase,’ says Nicole. And what does Maarten think of that 
extra travel-bag allowance? ‘I have a very nice husband!’ she says. ‘And 
he appreciates the atmosphere, the fabrics, the incense. He says: “this 
house is such a home”.’ 

You sense this immediately in the living areas, each with their 
fireplaces and tall windows. ‘I’ve redesigned the rooms to be places 
we can all hang out together,’ says Nicole. In the conservatory, where a 
basket chair hovers over toe-cossetting rugs, she installed the modern 
fireplace and she designed the window seat in the dining area to be a 
reading nook. The larger living room, where a dove-grey corner sofa 
embodies insouciant chic, is, in theory, the grown-ups’ sitting area, 
but the kids are allowed everywhere. ‘I’m not one of those parents 
who is always telling their children to not sit there, or to “mind that 
pot, it’s from India!” – that’s just not the way we do things,’ says Nicole. 
For more info about Nicole and Nicoline’s work, visit nicoledohmen.com and 
nicolinebeerkens.com

D e s i g N i N g

li v ing 
room
‘The room was much 
plainer before, but I 
added the chandelier 
and more grown-up 
decoration to create  
a place where we can 
all relax at the end  
of the day, away from 
any kitchen mess,’ says 
Nicole. ‘The chunky 
wooden table suits 
our lifestyle: I like the 
natural texture and 
you don’t have to 
worry about ringmarks 
or putting hot plates 
down on it.’ 
Get the look The 
chandelier is by  
Ochre. The coffee 
table is by Xyleia. 

fa mily 
room
Nicole conserved the 
traditional feel of her 
Twenties Amsterdam 
townhouse, its 
floorplan inspired  
by older canalside 
houses, by creating 
inviting living spaces 
on the ground floor  
of the property. 
Get the look The 
Ghost sofa is by Paola 
Navone for Gervasoni. 
The cushions are 
made from block-
printed fabric, which 
Nicole bought in India.  
The side table is by 
Marcel Wolterinck. 
The photo is by 
German duo Billy  
und Hells, from  
Morren Galleries. 
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stu dio 
deta il
In a corner of her 
studio, Nicole displays 
her own art among 
unusual finds and 
treasured artwork  
by friends. 
Get the look Find 
similar artwork at 
Yellow Korner. The 
photos of Africa  
are by Aernout 
Overbeeke. The poem 
is by Frieda Mulisch. 
The antique chest  
was found in Syria.

stu dio
Flooded with light 
from the extension at 
the back, the upstairs 
studio is a peaceful 
place for Nicole to 
work and design. 
Get the look The 
wallpaper is by Cole  
& Son. The photos are  
by Nick Brandt. The 
pendant lights are by 
Ochre. For a similar 
Victorian chair, try 
Sideshow Interiors. 
The dining table is 
from Xyleia Natural 
Interiors. The Febo 
chairs are from 
Maxalto at B&B Italia. 
The side table is from 
Anthropologie. 

din ing 
room
The former kitchen 
was redesigned as a 
family dining area.  
A radiator hidden 
away underneath  
the window seat 
keeps this nook  
cosy year round.  
‘I’ve always dreamt  
of having somewhere  
comfy to stretch  
out with a book on  
a Sunday,’ says Nicole. 
Get the look The walls 
are painted in Calamine 
estate emulsion by 
Farrow & Ball. The 
sofa is covered in 
fabric by Casamance. 
These are Diamond M 
pendants by Pols 
Potten. The bespoke 
table is by Designed 
by David, with 
Wishbone chairs by 
Hans J Wegner for 
Carl Hansen & Søn. 
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conservatory 
a r e a
Previous owners had 
extended the house into  
this double-height space. 
Nicole added softness by 
installing a built-in fireplace 
and hanging chair to create 
another family zone for  
her children to enjoy. 
Get the look The coffee 
table was found in India.  
The hanging chair is by  
HK Living. The black and 
white cushion is from 33 
Rue Majorelle. 

K itchen
Nicole designed the 
kitchen using mellow, 
understated materials 
like the 200-year-old 
parquet floor, which 
was reclaimed from  
a French monastery. 
Installing floor-to- 
ceiling storage has 
made the space work 
well for the family. 
Get the look Try Rene 
Houben for similar 
vintage lights. The bar 
stools are by HK 
Living. The flooring is 
from Oude Plank. 

K itchen 
deta il
A photo by one  
of Nicole’s favourite 
photographers is  
one of the first things 
you see as you step 
into the kitchen.
Get the look The 
photo is Princess by 
Marc Lagrange from 
the Lionel Gallery.
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m a ster
Bathroom
A former bathroom 
was given a bohemian 
face-lift using a mix  
of antique pieces and 
modern touches, such 
as the Chinese cabinet 
and contemporary 
patterned tiles. 
Get the look The 
basins are from Ksar 
Living, Ibiza. The wall 
lights are by Vaughan. 
The ceiling light is the 
Z1 by Ay Illuminate. 
The mirrors are by 
Pomax. The antique 
Chinese cabinet is 
from October Interior. 
The Lazy Sofa bath is 
by B Dutch. The tiles 
are by Popham Design. 

home TruThs 
where will you be stealing away to this year? 
My favourite island, Sumba, in Indonesia,  
where they have a beautiful resort, Nihiwatu.  
By staying there, you can contribute your  
time or money to the Sumba Foundation. 
your favourite website? Unfortunately, it’s 
Net-a-Porter – they send me so many EIP 
(Extremely Important Previews), which I ‘have’ 
to check before I fall asleep – it’s addictive.
what’s in your fridge? I love cold-pressed 
juices. Since I started drinking them, my skin 
looks better and I have more energy.
Best last dessert? Hazelnut ice cream from 
Dutch company IJscuypje. It really is the best. 
Sorry Italy…
your top cocktail? I love alcohol, but I get drunk 
just by looking at it! So I mostly drink really good 
wine, for the taste, of course.
And your signature lipstick? I prefer natural  
lip glosses, in all different shades. They are  
in every bag and scattered all over the house.

children’s 
wc
This neat cloakroom is 
on the third floor, next 
to Doortje’s bedroom, 
which was originally  
a bathroom.
Get the look The 
wallpaper is by Cole  
& Son. The tap is  
by Zazzeri. 
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m a ster 
Bedroom 
Nicole reorganised  
the layout of this 
space to include a 
separate dressing 
room, with reclaimed 
French doors leading 
to the bathroom.  
She also added the 
built-in shelving on 
either side of the bed 
to include storage 
without detracting 
from the calm, serene 
feel of the room. 
Get the look The 
Ghost bed is by Paola 
Navone for Gervasoni. 
The beige linen cover  
on the bed is made 
from fabric by Raoul 
Textiles. The Zeppelin 
chandelier is by Marcel 
Wanders for Flos. 

see more  
greaT rooms aT 
livingeTC.Com
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