
THE 
POWER OF 
POSITIVE 
ENERGY

Feng shui principles, generously placed 
crystals and a desire to balance comfort with 
fun have produced a family home with heartKitchen Bespoke units, 

painted in Farrow & Ball’s 
‘Inchyra Blue’ stand out against 
the striking marble splashback 
and island. The bar stools are 
from Tine K Home, the ceiling 
light is ‘Gem’ by Giopato & 
Coombes and the wall lights 
are the ‘Ring Wall’ from CTO Words SERENA FOKSCHANER Photography WILLEMIJN DE LEEUW
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hen Nicole Dohmen first encountered this 19th-century property 
in a tree-lined enclave of south Amsterdam, her imagination 
immediately leapt. Where some people would have seen a dismal, 
deserted office building with cable-strewn floors and merciless 
strip lighting, the interior designer and founder of Atelier ND 
envisioned an inviting family home.

It’s this ability to realise the true potential in spaces that first 
appealed to her clients, Bastiaan and Carlijn Emmer. ‘We met 
Nicole through friends and I was impressed by the way she’d 
transformed her own home,’ says Carlijn. ‘She instinctively knew 
how we wanted things to look. It had to be liveable, practical.’ 

With a shared background in fashion, both women have the 
same aesthetic taste: colourful, artisanal. ‘Nothing’s too perfect 
or serious,’ says Nicole, gesturing to the tutti-frutti parquet floor 
in the hallway, made from 10 different varieties of marble.   

Set on a corner, with a garden tucked behind, the four-storey 
townhouse is unusually deep. ‘As we tore down the partition 
walls, we also realised just how bright it is,’ recalls Nicole. Making 
an almost completely fresh start, she redesigned this home’s 
layout to capitalise on its 550-square-metre floor plan. 

A nifty guest area is tucked into the eaves, with a study and 
light-saturated yoga room below. The main bedroom, with its 
own relaxing lounge, walk-in wardrobe and bathroom, sits 
beneath the beams on the next floor, while the basement has  
a gym and a playroom for Bastiaan and Carlijn’s young son.

It’s on the ground floor that you get a true feeling of the size of 
this house, though. In the living room, arched glass doors open 
up a view through to the large, family-friendly kitchen. ‘They 
divide the room, adding a sense of privacy without compromising 
the light,’ explains Nicole. Their design is a nod to the original 
arts-and-crafts ceiling, uncovered during the renovation. 

To offset the drama of this discovery, Nicole has layered texture 
on texture – a distressed leather chair by the fireplace, tactile 
raspberry velvet for the sofa – creating a feeling of cosiness.  
Built-in shelves sparkle with chunks of rose quartz (known as the 
stone of universal love) and amethyst (purported to relieve stress), 
both chosen by Carlijn to produce ‘good energy’. 

She also worked with Nicole to align the layout of her home 
following the principles of feng shui. ‘It’s hard to define, but the 
house has balance and calm,’ she says.

Despite its scale, it’s not an overwhelming place. The reason, 
believes Carlijn, is ‘because Nicole included so many smaller, 
enticing corners’. In the kitchen, where original French windows 
lead to the garden, the designer included a reading nook, complete 
with a chubby 1960s armchair and slouchy sofa. A banquette 
curves like an embrace around the ‘Opium’ table by Van Rossum 
in the breakfast area, facing vintage Ettore Sottsass chairs. ‘They’re 
low, but we couldn’t resist them,’ says Nicole. 

While researching the history of this building, Nicole uncovered 
the fact that, long before it became a corporate headquarters, the 
house belonged to leading 20th-century Dutch weaver and textile 
artist Wil Fruytier. Today, Fruytier’s tapestries are prized for their 
innovative design and imaginative style: qualities which, in a neat 
twist, make this home so appealing. atelierndinterior.com

Open-plan kitchen area ‘Opal’ fabric by Sahco has been used to create  
the curtains and cushion, which add warmth to the space. The gas-burning 
stove is from JC Bordelet and the ‘Petra’ armchair and stool are by Viggo 
Boesen for &Tradition, while the wooden side table is from Atelier ND. In 
the sunlight by the French doors to the garden is a ‘Camaleonda’ sofa by 
Mario Bellini for B&B Italia, beneath a rainbow-bright artwork by Paco 
Raphael. The large green glass table lamp is from the Atelier ND webshop 
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LAYERING TEXTURE 
ON TEXTURE 

CREATES A FEELING 
OF COSINESS

Dining area Vintage chairs by 
Ettore Sottsass and a custom-
made bench, upholstered in 
‘Elektra’ fabric by Dedar, 
surround the ‘Opium’ table 
by Van Rossum, bought at 
Mobilia. The pendant lights  
are the ‘May’ from AY Illuminate 
and the wall lights are the  
‘Yoko’ from Casa Gitane 
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Hallway The marble parquet 
floor that greets visitors was 
custom-cut by Solid Nature. 
Nicole added another sense of 
playfulness with a chandelier 
from Vaughan and a small table 
from her Atelier ND shop 

Living room Pierre Frey’s ‘Gemini Bois’ wallpaper 
adds texture in this room, where the ‘Seymour’ 
sofa by Rodolfo Dordoni for Minotti is upholstered 
in ‘Capri II’ velvet in ‘Pesca’, also by Pierre Frey. 
The white sofa is a bespoke piece from Designed by 
David, which also created the built-in shelving. 
Dedar’s ‘Geometric Pic Nic’ print is used for the 
blinds and the rug is from JOV. The marble-topped 
side table is from Broste Copenhagen
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Bathroom A bespoke, marble-topped vanity unit 
painted in ‘Beetroot Patch’ from Sigma Coatings 
stands out against blush walls covered in a 
combination of ‘Setting Plaster’ paint from Farrow 
& Ball and Phillip Jeffries wallpaper. The small stool 
covered in Kelly Wearstler fabric is from Atelier ND 
and the wall lights are the ‘Utopia’, also by Kelly 
Wearstler, this time for Circa Lighting. Curtains 
from Karin Sajo accentuate the room’s decadent feel  

Child’s bedroom This unique bunk 
bed is a Designed by David bespoke 
piece, the wallpaper is ‘Yangzi’ by 
Pierre Frey and the curtains are 
made from ‘Palm Jungle’ fabric by 
Cole & Son. For a similar hanging 
rattan chair, try Rose & Grey 
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‘IT’S HARD TO 
DEFINE, BUT 
THE HOUSE 

HAS BALANCE 
AND CALM’

Snug This sitting room to the side of the main bedroom 
features a custom-made sofa by Designed by David covered 
in a cotton velvet from Misia. The wallpaper on the chimney 
breast is ‘Ogaki’ by Pierre Frey and the ‘Anders’ pendant 
lights here and in the bedroom are by Pinch 
Main bedroom Phillip Jeffries wallpaper and curtains 
made using Kelly Wearstler’s ‘Graffito’ fabric (also used for 
the curtains in the snug) set a natural colour scheme, only 
broken by the bolster cushions on the bed, covered in Pierre 
Frey fabric. The bamboo bedside tables were bought in India 
and the lamps feature shades made from James Hare silk 
See Stockists page for details  


