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INTRODUCTION

Bible authority is one of the most important subjects that anyone can study.  Once a person has mastered the 
ability to read and write, a basic understanding of God’s Word is critical in establishing an understanding 
of the true meaning of life itself.  But in order to come to a basic understanding of how the Bible is to be 
used in daily living, a person must have an understanding of how to establish Bible authority for the things 
that he or she does. 

A great deal of credit must be given to those who have developed previous class material centered upon 
the study of Bible authority.  However, certain past materials have been designed to address issues which 
have caused divisions amongst God’s people.  Other materials have dealt with weightier though necessary 
approaches to the exegesis of Scripture.  While these approaches are profitable for some students of the 
Bible, there seems to be a limited amount of material to help establish authority on issues of daily spiritual 
living for the majority of Bible students. 

This book is designed to serve as an exploratory study aid to people of various levels of Bible knowledge.  
It is hoped that both the novice and the experienced Bible student will find these exercises profitable.  It 
is our desire to help the student come to a clearer understanding of Bible authority.  It is also our desire to 
make the exercise of Bible authority easily applied to all aspects of one’s life.

These exercises will use common sense and simplicity in their approach, because the author is simple and 
finds that common sense is a vital tool in understanding God’s authority.  He has also learned most of what 
he knows of Scripture from a common sense approach that has been guided by very capable and well-
grounded teachers.  

This study will also focus upon assisting the student in drawing his or her own conclusion from Scripture 
rather than attempting to justify any dogma or creed of any particular individual or group of religious 
people.   

It is also hoped that these lessons can serve as an aid to Christians who desire to instruct others in establishing 
Bible authority, whether that be in a formal classroom setting or a one-on-one personal Bible study.   

Finally, while using these exercises, the student and the teacher alike must keep in mind that this 
workbook is only a study aid.  Whatever study aids or references one may use in their study of 
Scripture, the primary book of study is the Bible, the Word of God. 
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   EXERCISE SERIES #1 - Some Key Scriptures 

Following are some key scriptures to consider when looking into the realm of Bible authority.  
Examine each scripture and consider its significance by answering the question posed. 

A.   OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

1.   After considering the following scriptures (NKJV), use the space below to write what they have to say 
about man’s wisdom.

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.”     
                                    Proverbs 14:12; 16:25 

“O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to 
direct his own steps.”           Jeremiah 10:23

2.   After considering the following scriptures, use the space below to write what they have to say about 
God’s wisdom.

“8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says 
the Lord.  
“9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than 
your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”         Isaiah 55:8-9 

“22 Then Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.’”                           1 Samuel 15:22
       
“2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take anything 
from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I 
command you.”                      Deuteronomy 4:2 
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B.  NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES

1.   After considering the following scripture, use the space below to write about what man’s 
attitude should be regarding righteousness.

“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added to you.”                   Matthew 6:33

 2.   Tell what the following scriptures say about the contrast between a person’s actions and God’s 
expectations of him or her.

“21 Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
“22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 
name?’ 
“23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!’ ”         Matthew 7:21-23

“8 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from Me.
“9 And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men.’”              Matthew 15:8-9   

“9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God.  He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the 
Son.  
“10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him 
into your house nor greet him;
“11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.”   2 John 9-11
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3.   Explain what the following scriptures say about the things that should guide our actions.
 
“18 Then Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth.’”                    Matthew 28:18  

“16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the 
same rule, let us be of the same mind.”        Philippians 3:16
   
“17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him.”      Colossians 3:17

4.   Explain what the following scriptures tell us about how to respond to and use the Word of God.   

“16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
“17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.”                   2 Timothy 3:16-17

“20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation,
“21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”          2 Peter 1:20-21

“18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: 
If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written 
in this book;
“19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.”         Revelation 22:18-19
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EXERCISE SERIES #2 - Words are Important

Words are important.  In being able to communicate with another person and come to a 
common understanding, one must be able to use words that have common meanings. 

A.  DEFINING “AUTHORITY” - In a study about authority, the first word people need to commonly 
understand is the word “authority.”

1.   First, let’s see what you think.   Without looking up the word in a dictionary, give your definition of 
“authority” below:

2.   Now let’s see what the world thinks. Consider the following definition as given by a modern day 
dictionary. 

Authority:   “a. The power to enforce laws, exact obedience, command, determine, or judge. b. 
One that is invested with this power, especially a government or government officials.” 1

3.   Carefully consider your definition and then the dictionary definition.  What is similar between the two?  
What is different?  Are they the same?

4.   Matthew 7:29 says, “for He (Christ) taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”  
What was it about Christ that would cause these people to make such a statement?  Write/discuss all of the 
possible ways that this statement could be understood. 

1 The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition, copyright © 1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed 

from InfoSoft International, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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5.   Christ said that “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” in Matthew 28:18.    What do you 
think each of these words mean?   

6.   Now, construct a sentence that uses the definitions of each word above.  

7.   Christ was one who had authority and presented Himself as such.  Compare that image to the image of 
the modern term “authority figure.” 

NOTES:

All:      POWER:

IS GIVEN:     UNTO ME:

IN HEAVEN:     IN EARTH:
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B.   THE POWER AND FINALITY OF GOD’S WORDS  

1.  a)  Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20 all have one common phrase.  What is it? 

b) Verses 7, 9, 11, 15, 24, and 30 conclude in what similar way?  

c) Verses 10, 12, 18, 21, 25 all reflect on God’s view of the results. What is it? 

2.  In considering the above phrases, what happened as the result of God’s words? 
 See Hebrews 11:3. 

3.  Romans 1:16 reveals something about the power of God’s word in this present life.  What is it?

4.  What does John 12:48-50 reveal about the authority of God’s word at the end of time?

5.   Can you think of any other Bible examples that show the authority of God’s word?

6.  a)  When God speaks, what is the result?  

b) When man speaks, what happens?  

c) What does this say about God’s words as they compare to man’s words? 
 See Psalms 119:160 and John 17:17.
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EXERCISE SERIES # 3 - The Need for Order (Authority)

It must first be recognized that there is a need for authority in all aspects of an organized 
society, in a personal life, or in values that govern individual and/or collective 
activity.  

In the absence of any authority, there exists only anarchy and chaos.  In spite of how people may want 
to challenge it, societal authority establishes important parameters of moral thinking within an organized 
society.  As society as a whole, through its institutions and laws, moves further and further away from God 
as its moral source for authority, the further it will move the individual members of that society away from 
God.  This movement can be seen in American cultural trends that have led to the deaths of millions of 
unborn children, the alcohol and drug addictions of millions, increasingly acceptable infidelity in marriages, 
the high divorce rate, the growth of and acceptance of homosexual activity, and the growth rate of “assisted 
suicides.”  

Even the famous revolutionary leader and atheist who led the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe to 
70 years of tyrannical communism, Vladimir Llich Lenin said the following:

“Authority poisons everybody who takes authority on himself.” 2

Charles De Gaulle, the famous twentieth century French leader, within the context of a speech regarding 
the “Art of Leadership,” recognized that silence is an endorsement of those who would rule outside proper 
bounds of authority when he said:

“Nothing strengthens authority so much as silence.” 3

A.  AUTHORITY IN OTHER REALMS OF LIFE:     a.) On the left below list 3 to 5 aspects of life 
and living, other than religion, that have some source of authority guiding them;  b.) in the middle, list the 
source of the authority governing them; c.) to the right list the consequences that occur when failing to 
abide by authority.

Aspect    Source    Consequences

_______________________ _______________________ ________________________

_______________________ _______________________ ________________________

 _______________________ _______________________ ________________________

_______________________ _______________________ ________________________

_______________________ _______________________ ________________________

 2 Tamara Deutche, Not By Politics Alone, ch.2, (1973), to Kropotkin in may 1919
 3Andre Maurois, The Art of Living, The Art of Leadership, (1940)
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B.   OLD TESTAMENT NEED FOR AUTHORITY

1.   Complete the chart below (For example: Noah was to build an ark.  He was 
directly given this responsibility by God.  He obeyed and he and his family were 
saved): 

Character        Responsibility  Authority  Response  Result 

Noah        Build an ark  God   Obeyed  Saved  

(Genesis 6:14)
Abel               

(Genesis 4:4; Heb.11:4) 
Abram (Abraham)             

(Genesis 12:1-3)
Cain              

(Genesis 4:3-5)
Nadab/Abihu             

(Leviticus 10:1-3)
Uzziah                                                                                                                                             

 (2 Chronicles 26:16-21)
 
2.  Find 2 to 4 other examples of Old Testament characters that learned the need for proper authority.

Character        Responsibility  Authority  Response  Result 

Passage:

Passage: 
 Passage

 Passage:
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C.   NEW TESTAMENT NEED FOR AUTHORITY

1.   The passage of Matthew 21:23-27 is of particular interest due to the fact that those 
who had been viewed as the “religious authorities” in the days of Christ challenged 
the authority of Christ.   List several things that this passage tells us about those 
religious leaders of that day:        

POSITIVE THINGS    NEGATIVE THINGS

_______________________________  ________________________________

_______________________________  ________________________________

_______________________________  ________________________________

_______________________________  ________________________________

_______________________________  ________________________________

_______________________________  ________________________________

2.     Are there any differences between today’s religious “leaders” and those of Christ’s time?  Give 
examples, either contemporarily or historically, of various religious people who, by their actions, have 
shown that they would rather have the following of men than the pleasure of God:
   

3.     Matthew 7:21-23 explains that some who claim to be the Lord’s people and try to justify themselves 
by the things that they have done will be told to “depart from me (the Lord), ye that work iniquity.”  

a.   The King James Version uses the term “iniquity.”  What other words describe what iniquity is?

 b. If people have done things “in the name of the Lord,” how can they be guilty of iniquity?   
        

c.   What is necessary in order to make our actions acceptable to God? 


