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r e s t o r a t i o n  &  

CURATED  for  Comfort
WITH AN ARTIST ’S EYE AND A SYMPATHETIC PALETTE  

FOR ROOMS INSIDE, GWEN JONES FINE-TUNES A HANDSOME 1916 BUNGALOW.   
BY BRIAN D. COLEMAN / PHOTOS BY WILLIAM WRIGHT

an artist and craftsperson with knowledge of period design, Gwen Jones had a good idea of 

what she wanted when she moved to Portland: an old house, comfortable, not a fixer-upper, 

with space for her f loorcloth-making business. (A precursor to linoleum, a f loorcloth is heavy  

canvas, sized and stretched, filled and decoratively painted.)  •  After seeing 40 properties,  

she’d about given up—then she came upon a Craftsman semi-bungalow (one and a half storeys). 

Built for $2,000 for a railway conductor, it needed only gentle updating, having been nicely  

restored by previous owners, who’d also upgraded systems and the kitchen. (text cont. on page 17.)

The bungalow is sited high  
and back on its lot,  
providing space for  

terraced front gardens.  
opposite  Homeowner 

and artist–craftsman Gwen 
Jones at the original, 12-light 
glazed door. The three-lamp 

shower pendant inside 
is from Schoolhouse.
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RARE, VINTAGE 
“LEATHER” PAPERS 
FROM M.H. 
BIRGE & SONS 
(1878–1982) ARE 
INCORPORATED 
AS ARTWORK AND 
CUE THE QUIET 
COLOR PALETTE.

A WARM PALETTE  Gwen Jones repainted 
every room in the house to produce a Craftsman-era sensibility. Her tips: 

1. Especially if you have furnishings and textiles of the era, coordi-
nate the wall color with them to tie the room together.
2. Arts & Crafts palettes have a rich, quiet, and earthy character that 
reflects nature and is intrinsically harmonious. Avoid bright and loud hues.
3. Don’t forget trim and ceiling. These often are painted white, considered 
“safe.” But white can be stark, especially with the wrong undertones. Trim 
paint should have the same undertones (i.e., grey, beige, yellow, pink) as the 
dominant color. Ceilings may have a peach tone added, or a bit of the wall color 
may be added to ceiling-white for automatic compatibility.
4. Keep flow in mind. In these semi-open houses, colors aren’t experi-
enced in isolation. Palettes in adjoining rooms should play off each other.

above  Open to the living room, the dining room is at the center of 
the house. The owner’s grandmother’s Eggshell Nautilus china, by 
Homer Laughlin, fills the original buffet. below  Gwen Jones designed 
a custom floorcloth for the dining room, featuring Art Deco wreaths.

Rare, ca. 1904 M.H. Birge “leather” 
papers, which were hand-printed, 

hang in the living room. One has been 
incorporated into a quarter-sawn-

oak, Arts & Crafts room screen, as it 
might have been a century ago.
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THE ORIGINAL 
BRICK FIREPLACE 
SURROUND WAS 
FAUX-FINISHED IN 
DEEP TURQUOISE 
TO REFLECT THE 
CERAMIC GLAZE OF 
A PRIZED POT ON 
THE MANTELSHELF.   

Pots and vases from the Oregon 
Potters Association are displayed on 
the living-room mantel. The framed 
wallpaper remnant is “Storybook 
Cottage Landscape Frieze,” ca. 
1905, from M.H. Birge & Sons.

ABOUT BOLLING & CO.
Archivist and restoration consultant Bo Sullivan is the 

founder of Bolling & Co., a unique business buying and 

selling rare, antique American wallpapers. Initially housed 

inside Portland’s Rejuvenation store, the enterprise moved 

in 2017, after Gwen Jones became Bo’s partner at Bolling 

& Co. The company’s studio showroom is now in Gwen’s 

garage, and production (of framed works) has moved to her 

large basement.  Gwen’s other business is making custom 

art floorcloths: ArielGraceDesign.com 

left  Bolling & Co. partners Gwen Jones and Bo Sullivan examine vintage 
sample books in the studio located in Jones’ garage. top Running the 
length of the house, the warm living room is comfortable with vintage 
family furnishings. The architectural bookcases were added.  
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The 1916 semi-bungalow  
betrays the turn toward Colonial Reviv-
al sentiment, with French doors and 
painted trim found behind the Crafts-
man-style double-gable façade with 
its battered porch posts and exposed 
rafters. Steps lead past a front garden 
to a porch with bold structural details. 
The 48-inch-wide front door, a Crafts-
man version of a glazed door with 12 
lights, allows sunlight to stream into 
the living room that runs the width 
of the house. The dining room’s built-
in buffet is still here, and, beyond the 
kitchen, a pleasant sunroom. 

Gwen was captivated by such de-
tails as the octagonal, opalescent milk-
glass doorknobs. The large garage, 
also dating to 1916, would make the 
perfect studio. That’s where work be-
gan: she insulated and drywalled the 
building, then laid a wood floor. A sal-
vaged “picture window” overlooks the 
rear garden.

In the main house, Gwen started 
by freshening rooms with color. The 
downstairs guest bedroom is serene 
in Farrow & Ball’s Green Ground; the 
kitchen was updated with Benjamin 
Moore’s creamy Cornsilk. Vintage and 
reproduction lighting includes a clus-
ter of early-20th-century, “Venetian” 
wrought-iron hanging lanterns. 

The kitchen already had cherry 
cabinets with Arts & Crafts detailing 
and an ample farmhouse sink. Gwen 
created a floorcloth she based on a 
1912 Arts & Crafts ceiling decoration; 
it’s colored tawny yellow and black 
granite with red accents, tying together 
the wall color and cherry cabinets. 

“I went on a three-month extrav-
aganza  of painting,” Gwen jokes, re-
coloring the living room in light-toned 
Hinoki from Sherwin–Williams. The 
original brick fireplace surround, 
which had been painted an unappeal-
ing tan color, was faux-finished in deep 
turquoise to reflect the ceramic glaze of 
a prized pot that rests on mantelshelf.

Saving the best for last, Gwen con-
sidered the dining room. Walls were 
painted gold-toned Walk on the Beach 
by Benjamin Moore, and the elaborate 
ceiling trim came to life with White 
Raisin by Sherwin–Williams. In the 
10"-deep frieze area, Gwen stenciled 
a stylized pattern in micaceous gold 
with purple and green highlights. She 
based the design on Canton fairy bells 
(‘Night Heron’) that grow outside the 
window.      resources page 103

far left Former owners 
had already added cherry 

cabinets with Arts & 
Crafts detailing; this 

owner added her custom 
floorcloth and Portmeirion 

Welsh Dresser ceramics. 
The sunroom is just 
beyond. above On 

the kitchen windowsill, 
cuttings from the new 

gardens. left A collection 
of American-made 

“Venetian” wrought-iron 
accent lights of the early 
20th century hangs in a 
corner of the sunroom.

THE WELL-DESIGNED KITCHEN WAS ALREADY 
HERE, COURTESY OF THE PREVIOUS OWNERS. MODEST AND 

FUNCTIONALLY MODERN, IT OPENS TO THE SUNROOM. 


