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having already produced over a thousand floorcloths for clients in 19 countries, 
Gwen Jones was ready when preservation guru Karla Pearlstein suggested they start a 
company specializing in designs of the Aesthetic and Arts & Crafts Movements. Their 
custom-floorcloth company turns out these beautiful and versatile floor coverings using a 
traditional process to ensure durability. They are unlike printed plastic coverings. Floor-
cloths last a long time and are cleaner, or less dust-producing, than carpeting.  
      Jones had long been attracted to the iconic British designer Christopher Dresser 
through his 1875 book Studies in Design. When she was collaborating with Pearlstein on a 
major project, she shared the book: “Karla had the excellent idea to use Dresser’s patterns 
to connect the overall aesthetic of the interior by the use of decorated floorcloths.” 

Their designs show influences from early American stenciling, 19th-century Britain, 
wallpaper and textile patterns, and even mosaic tile and marble. Custom orders are 
welcome. Gwen consults by email and phone, or in person, to determine the ideal size, 
pattern or motif, and palette. 

The floorcloths are made from rugged cotton duck #4 canvas; carpet padding and vinyl 
backing provide a hypoallergenic product with cushioning and water resistance. A primer 
coat seals the backside. The surface is prepped 
with several gesso coats and then treated to 
multiple layers of high-quality finish paint. Sten-
ciling is done by hand. The cloth is protected by 
multiple coats of polyurethane and a final finish 
of Butcher Bowling Alley Wax. —patricia poore

clockwise (from top left) ‘Maple Leaf’ is graphic 
border pattern. • Gwen Jones in the doorway of her 1916 

bungalow. • Jones designed a floorcloth for her own 
dining room, featuring Art Deco wreaths. • ‘Greek Key #2’ 
integrates stylized fleurs-de-lys with a Greek key treated as 

a motif rather than a border. • The ‘Greek Deco’ 
floorcloth features ornaments and diamond sunbursts

in a palette that produces a shimmering effect.

Gwen Jones
      FLOORCLOTHS AS PRACTICAL ART
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GWEN JONES
Ariel Grace Design
Portland, Oregon
(503) 206-2631
arielgracedesign.com
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