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SAMPLE PAPER – LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

 

SECTION A - DRAMA 

MERCHANT OF VENICE 

 

Answer 1 

 

(i) This scene takes place in a street of Venice. Antonio, Salarino and the speaker 

are present there. Salarino is in a serious and pensive mood, sympathising with 

Antonio. 

 

(ii) The wind which is cooling the broth reminded him of strong winds which may 

harm his ships. When a small wind can cool the hot soup, what the strong 

winds could do to his ships he whined. 

 

(iii) Broth means meat soup. Ague means shivering because of fever. Sandy hour 

glass indicates time, a device before clocks and watches were invented. 

 

 (iv) Wealthy Andrew is referred to the ships of Antonio. It is so referred because 

Antonio is sad and the speaker thinks that he is worried about his ships which 

are laden with precious cargo and may be in danger. ‘Wealthy Andrew’ refers 

to a Spanish ship Andrea, which was captured by the British.  

 

 (v) The speaker is showing his concern for Antonio and tries to sympathise with 

him so that he may be a little cheerful and his sadness may lessen.  

 

Answer 2 

 

(i) Portia is weary of this world because she finds herself between the devil and 

deep sea. She does not want to marry anyone who is able to choose the right 

casket but according to her father’s will, she has to do the same and she does 

not want to disobey her father. So, her unhappiness and worry make her 

weary.  

 

(ii) An echo of Antonio’s sentiments in the opening scene is found here although 

it is set in a far lighter key.  

 



(iii) Pun is used here. The word mean used first time means trifle or paltry. The 

second time it is used as medium or mediocre - neither too much, nor too 

little.  

 

(iv) Troth – faith, aught – anything, mean-petty, slight superfluity-to have 

affluence. 

 

 (v) Portia appreciates her practical wisdom and says that it is a wise saying and 

well spoken. 

 

Answer 3 

 

(i) Lending money for interest is the topic referred here.  

 Abraham was the founder of the Jewish race and Jacob was his grandson 

who became the third possessor by deceiving his father Isaac.  

 

(ii) Jacob was the grandson of Abraham – the founder of Jewish race. He became 

the third possessor. Jacob went to work with Laban – his uncle. There was an 

agreement that the sheep which were striped or spotted will be Jacob’s as his 

wages. Jacob was very cunning. He planned to deceive his uncle. During the 

breeding season Jacob arranged the wooden rods in such a way that the 

shadows of the rods should fall on the sheep. As a result, most of the lambs 

were born with spots or stripes and thus they became Jacob’s share.  

 

(iii) Taking interest means taking specific amount on the money given as loan. 

Receiving payment for one’s labour is getting money for a work done or for 

giving one’s services.  

 

(iv) Shylock gives a reference of Jacob and Laban because he himself has plans to 

do the same. He wants to emphasis the fact that his ancestor used clever 

plan to benefit himself, and it was just cleverness and intelligence, nothing 

bad or evil. Shylock intends to do the same. Jacob deceives Laban and here 

Shylock is going to deceive Antonio and take his revenge.  

 

(v) Jacob’s mother played a trick on her husband Isaac so that Jacob, not Isau, 

the elder brother and rightful person to become the third possessor, should 

inherit the legacy of Abraham and be the third possessor. As Isaac was old 

and blind, she disguised Laban as Isau and sent him to Isaac to get his 

blessings while Isau was sent by her to the fields to hunt for meat. In his 

absence, although Isaac was a little suspicious but he blessed Jacob and thus 

he became the third possessor by his mother’s vile trick.  

 



SECTION B – POETRY 

COLLECTION OF POEMS 

 

Answer 4 

 

(i) The rich man thought of his wealth which he had accumulated by exploiting the 

poor and how he could go on collecting more and more riches.  

 

(ii) Stick is the symbol word used in these lines. It is used for emphasis.  

 

(iii) The rich man wanted to keep away his stick from the poor so that the idle 

worthless poor may not get the warmth or heat needed in that biting cold. The 

black man did not offer his stick because he saw a chance to get revenge from 

the white who had always treated them as dirt.  

 

(iv) Bespoke means showed or showed signs and shiftless means without ambition 

or energy.  

 

(v) For years, the white man had trampled and ill-treated the black man. The 

feeling of hatred and revenge was natural. No, it did not benefit the black 

because he also died along with the white.  

 

Answer 5 

 

(i) Bangles are being referred to as ‘shining loads’. Usually bangles are bought by 

women, whether they are daughters, sisters, wives or mothers.  

 

(ii) Although the bangle sellers could sell their goods anywhere, they choose to go 

to the temple fair because in the temple fair there is a crowd and because of a 

temple, there are always more women than men. Therefore, in a temple fair, 

the bangle sellers get their prospective buyers in a large number.  

 

(iii) Metaphor is the figure of speech used in the line ‘rainbow-tinted circles of 

light.  

 The multicolored, round shaped bangles are shining like rainbow.  

 

(iv) The tone in this stanza is of happiness and joy. Bangles are the link which 

make the daughters and wives happy because wearing the colorful bangles is 

a source of joy and the fulfillment of the Indian custom and tradition.  

 

(v) The bangle sellers lead a hard life. They go from place to place inviting, 

attracting and coaxing people to buy their bangles. According to Indian 
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tradition and custom, the bangles are very much necessary and important for 

Indian women. Bangles have religious, emotional and decorative value. Bangle 

sellers are the source which fulfill this need. Thus, bangle sellers play a very 

important role in a traditional Indian set-up.  

 

Answer 6 

 

(i) The most important thing that the poet has learned is that the children should 

not be allowed to see the television.  Better still, if there is no television in the 

house.  

 

(ii) Television is here referred to as ‘idiotic thing’. The poet advises not to install it, 

because if there is television installed in the house, it will be impossible to ban it 

totally for the children. They will find a way to discard the parents’ admonition 

not to see it.  

 

(iii) Whenever the poet has visited a house with television, he has seen children 

staring at it. All their attention seems to be absorbed in seeing television’s useless 

programs. The poet is upset at this situation because of the damage and harm 

done to the children’s overall development.  

 

(iv) Here, the figure of speech Hyperbole is used. Hyperbole is the figure of speech 

where, there is exaggeration of a certain object or situation.  In the above lines, 

the poet says he saw in someone’s house, a dozen eyeballs on the floor. There 

were six children lounging on the floor gaping at the TV screen. It was the 

exaggeration of the scene.  

 

(v) The rhyming scheme followed in this extract is aa bb cc.  

 

SECTION C – PROSE 

A COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES 

 

Answer 7 

 

(i) The narrator was Jesse Owens. He had come three thousand miles to Berlin, in 

Germany to participate in The Olympic Games. The speaker also expected to win 

one or two gold medal on running broad jump. 

 

(ii) Jesse Owens had trained, sweated and disciplined himself for six years in order 

to participate in the games. 

The Master Race was a concept in Nazi ideology in which the Aryan race were 

thought to be superior and deemed to be the highest in the Racial hierarchy. 



Hitler insisted that his performers were members of this Master class. Jesse was 

determined to go out there and show Hitler and his master race who was 

superior and who was not. 

 

(iii) Jesse Owens did not perform well at the trials. On the first of his three qualifying 

jumps, he leaped from several inches beyond the take-off board and was 

adjudged foul. On the second jump, he fouled even worse. So he feared he 

would ‘foul out of the trials’. 

He was angry and he scolded himself and said bitterly that he had not come 

3000 miles to foul out of the trials and make a fool of himself.  

 

(iv) The German Broad Jumper Luz Long befriended him. He first asked Jesse Owens 

how he was. He also told him that something was eating him and that he should 

be able to qualify for the Olympics with his eyes closed.  

When Jesse had calmed down he pointed to the take-off board. Long asked 

Jesse to draw a line a few inches in the back of the board and told him to aim at 

making his take-off from there. He told him that in this way he would not foul 

and he could certainly jump far enough to qualify. 

 

(v) Jesse Owens participated in the 1936 Olympics at Berlin and won four gold 

medals. Jesse Owens is not referring to the medals that he received but is 

referring to the friendship with the German athlete, Luz Long as the greatest 

prize. The German was expected to win the Gold. Luz met the expectation by 

setting an Olympic record during the preliminary round. In contrast Jesse fouled 

in his two jumps and may have fouled for the third time as well. Seeing Jesse’s 

dejection, Luz came to his rescue and calmed him by talking to him in a friendly 

manner and advised him how he should jump without a foul. Owens followed his 

advice and qualified not only at the trial but went to win the gold medal. Luz 

Long was the first one to congratulate Jesse without malice. Jesse Owens felt all 

the gold medals would not be equal to the friendship that he felt for Luz Long. 

Jesse cherished that friendship throughout his life.  

 

Answer 8 

 

(i) The word ‘I’ refers to Chief Seattle. He was a great speaker and skilled diplomat, 

a great leader and a warrior. His decisions were completely accepted and 

obeyed by his tribe. 

 

(ii) Chief Seattle says that earlier his people occupied the land in large numbers just 

like how water of the sea covers the sea bed. 

 



(iii) Chief Seattle neither reproaches nor complains. He simply hints towards the fact 

that depletion of his race was due to violence and fights among different tribes 

of Native Americans and also due to the atrocities of White settlers, although, 

being wise, he does not pronounce the word ‘atrocity’. 

 

(iv) He says in the next paragraph that their young men got angry easily, became 

violent at some real or imaginary wrong. Often, they became cruel and 

relentless. They could not understand how it grieved the children, women and 

old men. They took lives and sacrificed their own. This useless act was also the 

cause of depletion of their race, which brought only suffering, grief and 

destruction.  

 

(v) Seattle wanted to end the hostilities so that they may live in peace and their 

race may also carry on. 

 

Answer 9 

(i) Sibia is a twelve year old child-woman who had accepted that she was born to 

toil. She has been described as thin starving child. She accepted her poverty and 

when she ate her meal she divided her chapatti into four to make it seem more. 

She was an imaginative girl who thought about the wonders of the world and 

her mind took flight over the bright water and golden air to the banks where she 

played as a child. They were so poor that they could not buy a needle to make 

their bead necklaces when their old one broke and that is why when she found a 

blue glass bead in the river which was pierced, her heart went up in flames of 

joy because she could use it for a necklace.  

Although Sibia accepted her poverty, deep down in her heart she was amazed 

by the wonders of the world.  

 

(ii) When the Gujar woman came to stepping stone in the river to fill her water she 

was within a yard of the crocodile. The crocodile lunged at her. The great reptile 

heaved out of the river with water slushing of him. His livid jaws yawning and all 

its teeth flashing as he lashed at her leg. The Gujar woman screamed and Sibia 

saw the crocodile dragging the Gujar woman. Sibia sprang from boulder to 

boulder leaping like a mountain goat. Although it was difficult to cross these 

stones especially since there were many big gaps in the middle where the river 

coursed through like a bulge of glass, she came as though she came on wings 

choosing her footing in midair without even thinking about it. In a moment she 

was beside the shrieking woman. One slap of the tail could kill Sibia. Sibia did 

not hesitate. She aimed at the reptile's eyes. With all the force of her little body, 

she drove the hayfork at the eyes and one prong went right in, while its pair 

scratched past on the horny cheek. After Sibia struck the crocodile in the eyes 

with the hayfork, the crocodile reared in convulsion, till half his lizard body was 



out of the river, the tail and nose nearly meeting over the stony back. It then 

crashed back, exploding the water and in an uproar of bloody foam he 

disappeared. He would die as Sibia had hit a vital part of the crocodile. The 

death would not be known for days not till his stomach was filled with gas which 

would cause it to float and perhaps he would be found upside down among the 

logs at the timber boom with pus in his eye.  

 

(iii) After saving the Gujjar woman from the crocodile, Sibia went to collect her sickle 

and fork that was lying in the river. When she went to pick up her fork from the 

river she saw a blue bead. She tried to take possession of the blue bead by 

raising her arm and reaching down into a yard of cold water to reach it. She 

missed it at first because of refraction. The bead was blue, perfect, even pierced 

ready to be used, with the sun shuffled about inside it like gold dust. Sibia's 

heart went up in flames of joy when she saw the blue bead. Sibia kept the blue 

bead in her wet palm. She could now make a necklace for herself as she always 

longed to wear strings of glass beads. She admired all these ornaments when 

she went past the shops in the bazaar.  

When her mother told her, she thought that something had happened to her 

because she had not returned home Sibia burst out with her story that, 

‘Something did happen. I found a blue bead for my necklace.' Sibia was more 

excited about the blue bead than her encounter with the mighty crocodile about 

which she did not even mention to her mother.  

Sibia was happy about the blue bead because it was already pierced and she 

could use it for a necklace. She did not have to buy a needle to pierce it as their 

needle was broken and they were too poor to buy one.  

 

 

 

************************ 
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