
   

     

www.exam18.com

 

          

 

               

I C S E C L A S S 1 0

SAMPLE PAPER

                  SOLUTIONS

 



 

 

EXAM18 SOLUTIONS 

SAMPLE PAPER – ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
Answer 1 

 

a) ‘Two Wrongs Don’t Make a Right.’ 

Sarah, a twelve-year-old intelligent girl, was making the most of her intelligence. Despite 

there being at least fifty students in each class, everyone in the school knew her. Sarah 

was kind to share her knowledge with everyone. She was known as ‘the good girl’ of her 

school. The academic year had ended and Sarah was all set to start the new academic 

year with focus and dedication. As usual, a few of her classmates had left the school to 

join another and a few new students had joined Sarah’s school. Sarah was pretty good 

at making new friends and she quickly started talking to everyone. Everyone loved Sarah 

except Rosy. 

 

Rosy was a scholar too. There was hardly any difference between Sarah and Rosy’s 

marks, yet people loved Sarah more than Rosy. Rosy tried really hard to get up with 

everyone she knew but because of her mean behavior, people didn’t like her. She had 

just two friends in the school among the newcomers who hated Sarah equally. It was like 

a ‘We Hate Sarah Club’ they had formed. As time passed by, Rosy felt worse. All the 

teachers appreciated Sarah more because of her kindness and Rosy felt as if the teachers 

were not praising her enough. Rosy needed the teachers’ attention and wanted to become 

the school’s hero. 

 

Rosy and her friends decided to steal Sarah’s project. After school, Rosy, with the two of 

her friends went to Sarah’s house and asked her to lend them her book for a day. As 

Sarah went in her bedroom to find her book, Rosy took Sarah’s project and ran away. 

Sarah kept wondering at first where her project was and later realized that it was Rosy 

who stole it with her friends. Without complaining even once, Sarah burned the midnight 

oil and prepared the project. As she presented the project next day in school, Rosy felt 

really bad. During the break, Sarah went up to Rosy and told her, “Don’t worry, Rosy. 

Mistakes happen. We’re all humans. I’m not angry at you. I’m not here to take any 

revenge because I know ‘Two Wrongs Don’t Make a Right’. I’m simply here to tell you 

that your project was really great.” Then Rosy felt guilty and apologized to Sarah. 

Thereafter, they kept studying together. 

 

b) ‘Good Manners Are a Waste of Time in Today’s Scenario’ 

Good manners do not just depict our values and culture, but also depict humanity. 

Therefore, I am totally against the given statement. I believe manners are the only thing 



 

 

that can help humanity survive in today’s world. For those who believe manners are a 

waste of time are probably not humans at all. Great manners come from great values 

and abandoning values means becoming no less than animals. How would it be if you 

were rude to everyone? How would you feel if everyone were rude to you? How would it 

be if no one smiled or greeted anyone? Would you love to live in a world where abstracts 

like ‘honesty’ and ‘kindness’ are just concepts? No, isn’t it? I don’t think anyone would 

want any of that. In fact, everyone likes a person who is well-mannered and well-

behaved.  

 

In today’s fast life, everyone has become selfish and ignorant. Do you really feel great 

about it? Well, honestly, I don’t! I agree all of us become selfish at times and ignorant 

too, however, that’s sometimes. Half of the world’s population doesn’t care about who 

their neighbours are. They don’t care if someone’s dead. They don’t care if a blind old 

man has difficulty in crossing the street. All they care about is how late they are for work. 

Everything we do is linked with materialism. Most of the humans love the material riches 

and don’t care about the world as a whole. 

 

Some people still believe in smiling at others while walking, giving a hand to the blind 

while crossing the road and helping the injured reach the hospital. All it takes is a little 

humanity, which we’ve termed as ‘good manners’. My question to you is, “What are good 

manners? Do they just mean keeping your mouth shut while you eat so that other people 

think you’re sophisticated? Or are they about being selfless, helping and being kind 

without any personal motive?” If you’d ask me, I would say that our manners have made 

us what we are today. If we disown them, humanity disowns us and then there’ll be no 

need to call ourselves human. So, think once again before you say, ‘Good manners are a 

waste of time in today’s scenario.’ 

 

c) Adventure, Sights, Sensations and Emotions During the Mountaineering 

Expedition 

It was right after our board examination when I met my friends for the first time in 

months. We used to study together in preschool and then destiny tore us apart 

geographically. However, we remained in contact through some or the other way. All of 

us had gathered after boards without any stress and thus we planned to live our dream. 

We decided to go to Goecha La Trek, Sikkim.  

 

When we reached there, we got the most amazing view of the Himalayan range from the 

top of the mountain. We had super nice tents to stay and our stay became even 

memorable because of the climate there. It was really cold in the morning and during the 

daytime, it was really pleasant. On the first day of our trip, the guide told us about the 



 

 

various mountains we were going to climb and various rivers we were going to cross. It 

sounded fun. Soon, we witnessed the dawn of the Kanchenjunga range. Sunrises had 

never been so peaceful and our days had never been so full of smiles and excitement. 

 

Every step we climbed, we were even more curious to see the next view from the 

mountain. The best part about nature that we learnt on the second day was you can 

never have enough of it. When we reached the top of the Kanchenjunga range, we felt 

how our existence was important for us and how difficult we make our lives. The calmness 

and happiness flowed in us on the third day when we crossed the rivers there. Oh, so 

cold the rivers were! We could actually feel the power of nature, the birds chirping, the 

sound of the birds and everything around us gave us a sense of satisfaction that day. We 

felt as if our lives were complete. On the fourth and fifth day, we played various sports 

on one of those mountain ranges. While playing these games, we realized that the rat 

race was useless. We were contented with ourselves.  

 

In the last two days, on the Dzongri Peak, we realised that nature can be destroyed by 

our irresponsible actions. We saw how a distant mountain had no water flowing near it 

and the guide told us it was due to global warming. On our last day during this expedition, 

the marvelous meadows of Thansing and Lamuney made us feel like the clouds were 

right on our face. We could literally see and feel the heavens and were no more afraid of 

death. I still wonder at times how a seven-day mountaineering expedition brought us all 

so close to nature that we fell in love with it. 

 

d) My Experiences of ‘Master Chef India’ 

I was 2 when I told my father that I’d be a chef. Can you imagine a 2-year-old aiming so 

high? The fact that I’m a boy, people thought I’d be anything but a chef. I didn’t quite 

understand the logic behind this assumption and so I pursued my dream. I aspired to be 

a celebrity chef, just like Sanjeev Kapoor. Participating in every cooking competition, it 

wouldn’t be wrong to say that I had almost become an expert. I just needed professional 

training to brush up my skills. By the age of 18, I had acquired a lot of knowledge on my 

own. 

It was during the college festival when I came across the Master Chef audition conducted 

in my college’s auditorium. I got selected and I went to Mumbai and Delhi for further 

rounds. I’ll never forget the day when I made it through the semi-finale round of Master 

Chef, India. I was on TV and almost everyone who loved cooking knew me. I felt like a 

celebrity already. However, I knew that the finale would be the toughest and so I decided 

to learn from the Big Cheese of the cooking world, Sanjeev Kapoor. Yes, you read that 

right! I had met him on the show and he loved my dish. I was totally honored to learn 

and take a few tips from him. 



 

 

After nights and nights of practice, experimentation and nervousness, I was finally ready 

for the competition. It wasn’t a competition for me, it was a dream come true. I had 

already won for I had already become a celebrity chef by then. Even before I completed 

the finale, I had received tons of emails and messages on the social media asking me to 

teach them some of my favorite recipes. It made me so emotional and gave me immense 

strength to work harder. I was running out of time in the finale, but somehow managed 

to crack it. Finally, I won the Master Chef, India! It’s not the food that made me the 

Master Chef, but it was the people and their trust. When I realised how much the show 

had given me, I decided to prove that I was worthy enough. And I’m glad that I’ve proven 

it today! 

 

Though the competition has ended, I can still feel the happiness of meeting my idols 

and sharing the stage with them. I must say that the memories are going to last a 

lifetime. 

 

e) Picture Composition - An Account of What It Suggests  

The given picture reminds me of my favorite season- ‘Monsoon’. Look, how happy the 

child is! His smile says it all. Though the roads are filled with water and it’s raining cats 

and dogs, he is enjoying himself thoroughly. He doesn’t care if his umbrella flies away or 

the rain makes him ill. All he cares about is the moment he is living in. Monsoons have 

always been great! A hot cup of tea with some fritters completes my day. I sit in the 

balcony of my house for enjoying my tea and fritters with a view of the city that takes 

my breath away.  

 

The cold breeze, water droplets on my face and birds taking shelter in nooks and corners 

are just the things that make me happy from within. My dog hates bathing and this is the 

only season when I take him for a walk every day and he has a natural shower. I’m sure 

he hates me for that. I love how kids gather on the ground across the street. They play 

football in the mud for hours. Their liveliness and energy make me love monsoon. The 

kid in the picture is also a school going kid and I assume, like all other boys, he too must 

be fond of sports during monsoon. My mother has her own reasons for loving the 

monsoon season. Thousands of brands have almost 50-70% off during the monsoon sale. 

And, that explains it all.  

 

Though it becomes a little difficult for her to commute, but she somehow manages to 

make it! I’m sure everyone has their own reasons to love this amazing season of love and 

life. Plants and animals and the parched soil get water. We must try not to harm nature, 

for it is the only way we can get and store fresh water for the coming generations. The 

trees dance and smile upon us because they too get their source of energy- water. It 
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wouldn’t be wrong to say that Hindu mythology correctly terms monsoon as ‘Lord Megha 

Raja’. It truly is a symbol of divine energy and power. I love and worship rains, do you? 

 

Answer 2 

 

a) Letter to Father 

 

Bungalow number 52, 

Swami Samarth Society, 

Bandra West, 

Mumbai – 400052 

Date: 04-06-208 

 

Dear father, 

I hope this letter finds you in the best of health. I’m writing to let you know that 

everything is fine here. I’m a big girl now and I take care of mom and Sarah. We all 

miss you a lot. 

 

Last week, uncle and aunt had come home and brought us new story books. I’ve been 

reading books before going to bed and my teacher says that I’m better at literature now. 

I scored 9 out of 10 in my recent literature test and mom and Sarah are really happy 

about it. Sarah had cooked your favorite chocolate cake on Saturday. We missed you the 

most then. Sarah and I don’t let mom work at all. We take care of the house and we 

study regularly. Do you remember I had told you a classmate stole my book? He doesn’t 

annoy me anymore and has returned my book as well. We’re friends now. 

 

When are you coming home? Do write to me soon, daddy. Take care of your health and 

come soon. 

 

Your loving daughter, 

Jessica 

 

b) Letter to Editor 

 

Bungalow number 52, 

Swami Samarth Society, 

Bandra West, 

Mumbai – 400052 

04-06-2018 



 

 

 

The Editor of Times of India, 

Lower Parel, 

Mumbai - 400013 

 

Subject: The Not So Clean ‘Clean India Mission’. 

 

Respected Sir, 

As we know that our government has started the Clean India Mission, it is the duty of 

each and every citizen to actively participate and contribute to this mission. However, it 

is sad to see the dismal performance of our citizens in this mission. 

 

It was only yesterday when I was walking across the street, I saw a man spitting tobacco 

on the street and asking his daughter to throw the chips’ packet on the road. His daughter 

was around 2-3 years old. Imagine the future of our country if this is being taught to our 

children. The same day while returning home, I saw that the garbage truck kept going 

on the road, dropping garbage throughout. This was the worst scenario I’ve ever 

witnessed. If this continues, streets would be no less than gutters.  

 

I’m terribly disappointed by the huge number of people not considering the Clean India 

Mission important. Instead of keeping the nation spick and span, people are spoiling the 

clean areas. On asking a man why he threw garbage on the road, he said a piece of paper 

wouldn’t hamper the Clean India Mission. It is the education or awareness that matters. 

It is my sincere request to you that you write about this issue in your newspaper and 

open the eyes of the readers. By doing so, people might be reminded of their 

responsibilities. Also, we must take some other initiatives to ensure public participation. 

A small step like keeping more dustbins at every street will also make a difference. 

 

I hope you’ll do the needful. Thank you for sparing time to read this. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Abhishek Mehta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Answer 3 

 

a)   Notice 

Teacher's Day Celebrations! 

 

A cultural programme to celebrate Teachers’ Day 

on 5th September, 2018 

from 5.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 

at Community Centre, South City Mall. 

All teachers who are residents of the South City Complex are cordially invited for the 

event – Thank You Teachers! 

 

b)   Email 

 

rmsouthcity@gmail.com  

Teachers’ Day Celebration  

 

Dear Sir,  

 

Teachers’ Day is around the corner and we, the residents of the South City Complex, 

would like to express our gratitude to our teachers by hosting a brief cultural 

programme on the 5th September between 5.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.  

 

There are about 25 teachers in our complex and we would be grateful if you allow us 

the use of the foyer in the Supermarket for the celebration.  

 

We also request you to please sponsor a cup of tea and light refreshments for the 

teachers and a few guests, about 40 in all.  

 

We look forward to a favourable response.  

 

Thanking you,  

 

Yours faithfully,  

Ashish Roy  

Secretary, Youth Club, South City Society. 

 

 

 



 

 

Answer 4 

 

a) Meanings 

1. Despair: Distress/hopelessness 

2. Candour: Honesty 

3. Guffawed: Laugh heartily/Laugh loudly 

 

b) Answer 

1. Swaminathan was excited about his friend coming to meet him. He was 

excited about spending time with Rajam, his friend. He wanted to give him 

the best coffee and lunch. 

2. Swaminathan seems to be really frank and friendly with his grandmother. 

When Swami asks his grandmother if she remembers Rajam, even 

grandmother gets excited and wants to meet him. 

3. Swami requested his mother to send the tiffin to his room as he wanted to sit 

with Rajam. Also, he told his mother to make a hot and nice coffee for Rajam. 

He requested his mother to send the coffee and his tiffin to his room. 

4. Swami made those requests because when he had gone to Rajam’s house, 

Rajam had treated Swami in a special way too. He just wanted to make sure 

that Rajam enjoyed his company as Rajam was the police superintendent’s 

son.  

5. Swami told the cook to not wear the dirty dhoti when Rajam arrives. He 

asked the cook to wear a clean, white dhoti and shirt whenever he comes to 

his room. 

6. Seeing Swami’s eagerness and excitement, Swami’s father gave him the room. 

The way Swami told his father that Rajam was not an ordinary friend as he 

was the police superintendent’s son, made his father amused. 

 

c) Swami wanted to make sure that his father didn’t interrupt when his friend, Rajam 

came to his house. He told his grandmother to not let father come to his room. He 

told his mother to prepare something special for tiffin and send the coffee and 

tiffin to his room. And, he told the cook to wear clean clothes when he enters 

Swami’s room. 

 

d) The title that suits the best to the summary is - ‘Obsessed Swami’. The title suits 

the best as Swami is too obsessed with his friend coming to meet him and starts 

ordering everyone to do as he says. 

 

 



 

 

  

 

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

    

         

           

          

             

 

  

          

         

           

          

           

      

            

           

 

Answer 5

a) Fill in the blanks

1. Offer

2. Buried

3. Spent

4. Wasted

5. Recommend

6. Helps

7. Is

8. Keeping

b) Fill in the blanks

1. Of

2. Until

3. With

4. On

5. Besides

6. Down

7. At

8. To

c) Join the sentences

1. Lovely song sung by Adnan became a hit.

2. He cultivates orchids to display them at the flower show.

3. Bhaskar being very weak could not walk to school.

4. After escaping from the prison he looked for a place to hide.

d) Rewrite

1. But for my help, she would not have succeeded.

2. Praise was brought to him by his generosity.

3. Hardly had Ralph scored the goal than the celebrations began.

4. Despite being a sunny day, it was very cold.

5. Not even three glasses of water could quench Arya’s thirst.

6. There was no inexperienced mountaineer.

7. There are over thousand students in the school where Neeraj goes.

8. Only she had the capability of being the House Captain.

*************** 
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