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INSTRUCTIONS: 

1) Answers to this Paper must be written on the paper provided separately. You 
will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes.  
2) This time is to be spent in reading the question paper. The time given at the 
head of this paper is the time allowed for writing the answers. 
3) Attempt five questions in all from only three text books. You must attempt 
at least one question from each of the Sections A, B and C and not more than 
two other questions from the same books you have already compulsorily 
chosen. The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in 
brackets [ ]. 

 
SECTION A – DRAMA 

The Merchant of Venice 
 

Question 1. 
 And it is marvel he out-dwells his hour, 
 For lovers ever run before the clock. 
 
i)    Who is the speaker speaking to?  What is the reason behind their surprise? Bring 

(3)out two allusions in the context.
ii)   All things that are, Are with more spirit chased than enjoyed. How was this 

(3)statement justified by the speaker?
iii) Who joins the speaker soon after? How genuine was his reason for the delay?  

(3)What does he promise to his listeners?
iv) In what context has ‘shames’ been used? What does it highlight about the 

(3)character?
v) Arrival of Antonio is perceived as a ‘delight’. Explain the context. What were the 

conditions laid out earlier by Bassanio for the same? Can it be said, at this juncture, 
(4)that a momentum is set for the main plot? Justify.

 
Question 2.
Jessica
‘I am never merry when I hear sweet music.’
 



 

Where is Jessica? Who is playing music and why? How is the speaker’s state ofi)
(3)mind in the above quoted line explained?

ii) What is the quality of ‘that night’ according to Lorenzo? How do Portia and
(3)Bassanio express themselves about the brightness of ‘that night’?

iii) What is the cause of the discord between Gratian and Nerissa? Explain his
(3)attempt to clarify himself?

iv) Who swore by the ‘blessed candles of the night’? Bring out the context and
(3)explain Antonio’s role in the same.

v) Explain the significance of this scene. How do you perceive the ending?      (4) 
 
Question 3. 
Antonio: But the little: I am arm’d and well prepared. 
                Give me your hand 
Bansanio: fare you well! 
 

Compare this farewell to the one you have come across in the earlier Act.      (3)i)
Immediately after this extract how does Antonio console himself? Explain inii)
detail.                                                                                                      (3)  

iii) By whom is Shylock’s phrase, ‘Most learned judge’ used later sarcastically? What
(3)does this person beg of Shylock to do?
(3)Explain the allusions Lorenzo brings in to suit the night.iv)

v) What are Lorenzo’s thoughts on music?           (4) 
 

SECTION B – (POETRY) 
Section B 

 
Question 4 
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: 
 ‘That floats on high o’er vales and hills’ 
 
1) What does ‘that’ in the above extract refer to? Which word in the above extract 

best supports your answer? In what context is it used and why?       (2) 
2) Which two words in the first stanza speak of the vastness that beholds the poet’s 

eyes? Where were they and what were they doing? Analyze its significance.(2½) 
3) Which comparison in the second stanza brings out the infinite feel of what he 

sees? Which phrases reiterate this infiniteness/infinity? Describe this movement 
that follows this description.         (2½) 



 

 

 

 

4)  What effect did daffodils and waves have on the poet in the third stanza. Bring
out the effect of repetition in the same stanza. Which specific word in this
context seems out of place? Justify. Do we get a glimpse of the speaker’s mind?

(3)
5)  How does the poet use contrast to present his state of mind?       (3)
6)  Connect the first and the last line to bring a sense of contrast.       (2)
7)  What of nature brings in you a sudden and intense sense of happiness?      (1)

Questions 5
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:

‘Or so the story’s told’

1)  Which word in the first stanza actually reveals the attitude of the characters
spoken? Does the number used have an implication? Which word in the first line 
of poem acts as a foreshadow? Consider its implication as well.    (1½)

2)  What was in need of logs? Analyze the literal and figurative significance. Was the
  first man prejudiced or intolerant? Justify.       (1½)

3)  ‘The fire his stick of birch’ refers to whom and what would it mean? What
  prompted him to act that way?         (1½)

4)  How has the third man been described? The attitude displayed is one of
  stinginess or vindictiveness? Justify.        (1½)

5)  Does the fourth man return in the same coin to the previous human? How do
  you know?             (1½)

6)  Which two words bring out the attitude of the fifth human? Does he want to
  capitalize on that one moment?         (1½)

7)  Does the last man’s attitude showcase selfishness or bitterness? How do you
  know?                                                                                                  (1½)

8)  What is ironical about ‘their logs held tight’? What does the log represent? So it
  stays or escapes?          (1½)

9)  Comment on the overall tone of the poet. Who do you think is the meanest of all
  humans? Give evidence in one sentence.       (1½)

10)  Will James Patrick be happy or not happy with the prevailing justice? Like, has
  the poem changed the world or at least in Ohio?     (1½)

11)  Do you represent any of the six humans? Justify in two sentences.   (1½)

Questions 6
Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:

‘But ‘t was a famous victory.’
 



 

 

 

 

1)  Describe the scene during the narration. What caused the narrator to dwell on
the past? What was his immediate expression and response? Describe the 
listeners. What were their responses? What is ironical about it?       (3)

2)  Which words/phrases bring out the sheer numerical magnitude of the after-
effects of this war? Which other two words suggests how the country was
ruined?                                                                                            (2)

3)  Does Kasper exclaim at any given point of time? Which lines suggest this?   (1½)
4)  When the poet says, “Nor had he where to rest his head”, whom is he referring?

  The above is an effect of what?            (2)
5)  How do we know that the poet uses archaic expressions? What of the poem can

  we gather from this?             (2)
6)  Bring out the situational irony in the above line. Which other two lines emphasize

this point? Can you also bring out the verbal irony in this line besides those 
mentioned above? What of the old man’s attitude is revealed to us?       (3)

7)  Which scene seems most poignant of all?       (1½)
8)  As a poet what will your repeated and last line be to “After Nazi”?       (1)

Section C
PROSE

Question 7
Read the following extract and answer the questions following it.
‘I have a craving to chew the drumstick out of sauce. I tell you.’

1)  Where did Muni spend most of the time during the day? What effect did it have
  on him?               (1)

2)  Give a timeline of Muni’s economic status that evokes sympathy in you.      (2)
3)  For each of the following Muni’s wife’s characteristics, give an example from the

text:                                                                                                        (2)
a. Nagging
b. Concerned
c. Devoted
d. Domineering

4)  Was Muni innocent or clever or both? Justify with examples from the text.      (2)
5)  Give  one  instance  from  Muni’s  and  the  American’s  conversation  that  made  you

  laugh. How different are their ways of life?          (2)
6)  Did the statue have contrasting effects on the villagers  and the red faced man?

Justify with evidence.             (2)
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7)  What of the red faced man made Muni cringe under his skin? Is it a feeling of guilt
or fear? What would the red faced man have thought of Indians  at the sight of 
money?                                                                                                    (3)

8)  How would the story have been if narrated from first person point of view?     (1)
9)  Connect the two animals in the title to give your own evaluation.       (1)

Question 8
Read the following extract ad answer the questions following it.
‘Sometimes, at night, she heard them stir, in remembrance, and she knew they 
were  dreaming  and  remembering  gold  or  a  yellow  crayon  or  a  coin  large 
enough to buy the world with’.

1)  What is being referred to in the above extract? Instead what awoke them? What
  effect did it have?              (2)

2)  Which comparison does Margot use in her poem? Did she like the class activity?
What was the reaction? What caused this reaction? Did all of her peers feel this 
way, albeit for different situations? Why? Why not?         (3)

3)  Analyse the metaphor the writer uses to emphasize that she had been very frail
and looked lost in the rain for years. What contrasting effect did the sun have on 
other children?              (3)

4)  Besides the ones  mentioned for the  previous questions, was Margot exposed  to
both physical and mental forms of bullying? Give two situations to prove this point. 
Why did they do it?  Is it justified?                (2½)

5)  ‘Smiles vanished’ when? For whom? Why?       (2½)
6)  Comment on the role of the teacher.           (2)
7)  Is it hard for you to stand up for what you know is right when you are in a

group?                                                                                                     (1)

Question 9
Read the following extract ad answer the questions that follows:
‘This woman has been despised, scoffed at, and angrily denounced by nearly 
every man, woman, and child in the village; but……’

1)  How  does  Arthur  use  contrast  to  bring  out  the  theme  of  compassion  and  love?
  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.         (8)

2)  Who is more responsible for transformation in Jane’s heart? Joe or Maggie?    (4)
3)  What is J.S. Arthur’s purpose in introducing the story with the dead woman? Did

it have a ‘snowball’ effect? Why? Why not?                   (4)
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