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HOW TO INSTALL BRICK SLIPS

So, you have decided to install brick slips in your home or workplace. We think that you have 
made an amazing choice but you now need to think about how you install your brick slips. 

The good news is that you do not need to be an expert when it comes to DIY to install them. 
In fact, they can be installed by most people, regardless of experience. The main thing is to 
take your time and prepare correctly.

As we mentioned, preparation is key and so, you should spend time ensuring that everything 
is prepared. Once you have completed your preparation, you will then be ready to begin work.

........................................................................................................

BRICK SLIPS
BONDING PRIMER

BRICK SLIPS
TILE ADHESIVE

SPACERS POINTING
MORTAR
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Sheeting to protect the floor

Protective eyewear and mask

Plumb line

Spirit level

Bucket for mixing

Adhesive spreader

Hammer

Chisel

Brick jointer

Pointing trowel

mortar gun

Wire brush or stiff bristled brush
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https://mybrickw
all.co.uk/search
?q=Spacers
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?q=Spacers

https://mybrickw
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https://mybrickw
all.co.uk/search
?q=Spacers

.....................................

Now that you know what materials you need, you will need to consider the tools you 
need. If you have the right tools, the job will become a lot easier. When it comes to 
installing brick slips, you will need the following:

So, what materials 
will you need to install your brick slips? You will need the following:
............................................................................



You should begin by doing everything 
possible to clear the area. This will give 
you enough space to move around and 
create room to work. Ensure that all 
surfaces are protected using dust 
sheets and that all surfaces that could 
be scratched such as work surfaces are 
protected correctly.

If possible, you should remove coving or 
skirting boards as this will give you a 
DGVVGT�ƒPKUJ�CU�GKVJGT�OKIJV�CHHGEV�VJG�
overall look of your brick slips and wall. 
Once the brick slips have been installed, 
you can then decide to add skirting 
boards and coving after if you wish.

You will also need to pull out any 
switches and sockets as this will enable 
[QW�VQ�VKNG�CTQWPF�VJGO�DGHQTG�ƒVVKPI�
them back in place.

01
STEP

ROOM 
PREPARATION

..............................
Thorough planning is crucial and you 
need to work out the entire installation 
plan before you begin putting any brick 
slips on your wall. You will need to think 
about where to begin so that you can 
avoid using thin cuts or large mortar 
joints. You will also need to make sure 
VJCV�CNN�EQTPGT�VKNGU�ƒV�PKEGN[�YJKNG�KV�
helps to lay out all of the tools that you 
need.

02
STEP

INSTALLATION 
PLAN

..............................

Think about the adhesive you require 
too. This could be considered one of the 
most important parts of the installation 
process. You have lots to think about 
because your adhesive will determine 
VJG�QXGTCNN�ƒPKUJ�QH�[QWT�KPUVCNNCVKQP�

THE ADHESIVE
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;QW�PGGF�VQ�OCMG�UWTG�VJCV�[QW�ƒV�[QWT�
brick slips securely to the wall and to do 
this, you should not use mortar as 
adhesive. The strength of the mortar will 
not be enough to hold the
brick slips in place.

AVOID USING MORTAR AS ADHESIVE



Depending on the surface, you will need 
to ensure that the wall is primed and 
ready to accept the adhesive and the 
brick slips. What that means is that you 
will need to create a key if the wall is 
relatively smooth. To do this, you will 
need to score the wall and prime it to
ensure that the brick slips grip the wall 
correctly.

03
STEP

WALL 
PREPARATION

..............................

You might be considering using epoxy 
as an adhesive. While it does create an 
excellent bond, it is sensitive to certain 
temperatures and that could result in 
your brick slips failing.

AVOID EPOXY

Cement based adhesives are the right 
adhesive for the job. They form a solid 
bond and will ensure that your brick 
slips grip to the subsurface perfectly 
well.

OPT FOR CEMENT BASED ADHESIVES

The great thing about brick slips is that 
they can be used on a wide range of 
surfaces. The adhesive will bond to 
most porous surfaces but if you are 
installing them on steel then you will 
need a different adhesive. You will need 
to consider using a rubber latex based
adhesive. This will ensure that they can 
handle any vibration or movement and 
will bond correctly.

WHAT ABOUT A DIFFERENT 

SUBSURFACE?
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Now you should unbox your brick slips 
and go through them all. This will 
GPCDNG�[QW�VQ�ƒPF�CP[�DTQMGP�RKGEGU�
and put them to one side. It will also 
enable you to see what you have to 
make sure that everything is right. The 
last thing you want is to mix your 
adhesive before checking your brick 
slips.

04
STEP GO THROUGH 

YOUR BRICK 
SLIPS

..............................



The main thing to remember here is to 
make sure that you don’t mix all of your 
CFJGUKXG�CV�QPEG��9JKNG�ƒVVKPI�DTKEM�
UNKRU�KU�C�TGNCVKXGN[�GCU[�LQD��[QW�YKNN�ƒPF�
that it takes time and as time passes, 
your adhesive will begin to set. So, mix 
KV�KP�UOCNN�DCVEJGU�CPF�[QW�YKNN�ƒPF�KV
GCUKGT�VQ�YQTM�YKVJ�CPF�[QW�YKNN�ƒPF�VJCV�
you won’t rush.

https://mybrickwall.co.uk/collections/installatio
n-aids/products/brick-slip-adhesive

05
STEP

MIX YOUR 
ADHESIVE

..............................
Before you tile, you will need to 
determine what design you plan to use. 
You might go for the standard design or 
herringbone but either way, there will be 
a method to how you begin tiling.

To begin, you start at the bottom and in 
the centre although it is possible to 
begin at external corners if you need to. 
Now you can begin applying the 
adhesive to the wall before you put
each tile in place. You will need to make 
sure that there is enough adhesive and 
VJCV�VJG�VKNG�KU�RTGUUGF�ƒTON[�KPVQ�RNCEG��
Now you will need to begin placing the 
next tile, using spacers to ensure you 
have the right space between each brick 
slip.

As you move along, make sure your 
rows are level and straight by using a 
spirit level.

06
STEP NOW IT IS 

TIME TO BEGIN 
TILING

..............................

......................................................

......................................................
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https://mybrickwall.co.uk/collections/installatio
n-aids/products/10mm-brick-slip-spacers-x-200

......................................................

......................................................

BUY NOW

BUY NOW
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https://mybrickwall.co.uk/search?q=Cutting%20
%20the%20Tiles

......................................................

......................................................

Once you have reached the end of the 
row, you will need to cut a brick slip in 
QTFGT�VQ�ƒPKUJ�VJG�TQY��6Q�FQ�VJKU��[QW�
will either need a bolster chisel and 
hammer which does pose the risk of 
damaging the brick slip but a tile cutter 
might work better. This will enable you 
VQ�CEJKGXG�C�UOQQVJ�EWV�CPF�ƒPKUJ��
Before cutting whole brick slips, take a 
look through your pile of broken brick 
slips as this will put them to good use.

07
STEP

CUTTING 
THE TILES

..............................
1PEG�[QW�JCXG�ƒPKUJGF�VKNKPI��[QW�YKNN�
need to use your stiff brush to remove 
any excess adhesive. This will ensure a 
ENGCP�ƒPKUJ�

09
STEP

REMOVE 
ADHESIVE

..............................

Now you can begin to clear away many 
of your items as you now only have the 
mortar to apply. You also need to give 
the adhesive time to dry, so leave the 
wall for 24 hours.

10
STEP

TIDY AND 
WAIT

..............................

You will now need to mix your mortar so 
it is a smooth paste. The paste needs to 
DG�ƒTO�CPF�JQNF�ƒTO�DWV�PQV�VQQ�UNQRR[�
or it will run out of the joints.

11
STEP

GET YOUR
MORTAR READY

................................

Now you can continue to work on each 
row, moving upwards until you have 
completed the wall. Don’t forget, you 
will need to work around light switches 
and sockets, which means that you will 
need to leave a space for cut brick slips 
VQ�ƒV�CTQWPF�VJGO�

08
STEP

CONTINUE 
THE PROCESS

..............................
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You can then add it to your pointing gun 
before using the gun to work it into the 
joints. If you don’t have a gun, you can 
use a pointing trowel to add in the 
mortar. Make sure to use just the right 
amount and apply it consistently.

12
STEP

APPLY THE 
MORTAR

..............................
Take your stiff brush and clean any 
excess mortar from the bricks before it 
hardens and then you can begin to clean 
up your room. As tempting as it might 
seem, don’t wipe the wall as this could 
spread excess moisture across the wall.

14
STEP

HAVE A 
CLEAN UP

..............................

With the mortar in place, you now need 
VQ�EQORNGVG�VJG�ƒPKUJ��7UG�[QWT�DTKEM�
jointer and run it along the mortar 
between the joints. This will enable you 
to create that smooth and grooved look 
that you usually see between bricks.

13
STEP

FINISH 
THE MORTAR

..............................

Give the mortar up to 24 hours to dry 
but once it has, you can then begin to 
TGƒV�UYKVEJGU�CPF�UQEMGVU��6JG�FT[KPI�
process can take longer so bear this in 
mind. However, once everything is 
ƒVVGF�DCEM�KP�RNCEG��[QW�ECP�VJGP�UVGR�
back and enjoy your beautiful wall and 
hard work.

15
STEP

FINISH 
THE WALL

..............................
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You want to make sure that you order 
enough brick slips. To achieve this, you 
will need to measure the length and 
height of the wall and multiply the two 
together. This will give you the square 
meterage of the wall and that will 
enable you to determine how many 
boxes you need. However, you should 
add 10% more on top as this will allow 
you to cover any damage, wastage or 
breakages.

..............................

MEASURING FOR 
BRICK SLIPS

What makes brick slips so unique is that 
they look great as they are. However, if 
you want to make sure that they are 
protected further, you can opt to seal 
them. This will prevent any spills or 
liquids from penetrating into the brick 
and staining it.

So, now you have the ideal guide for 
installing brick slips. If at any point you 
need advice, then feel free to get in 
touch with us.

..............................

SEAL YOUR 
BRICK SLIPS

https://mybrickwall.co.uk/collections/installatio
n-aids/products/clear-matt-brick-slip-sealer

......................................................

......................................................

BUY NOWMEASURING FOR 
BRICK SLIPS


