




1.	 Everything	Beautiful	in	Its	Time is a reflection on 

grief, a celebration of family, and a meditation 

on the deep lessons our grandparents can  

teach us. What’s your best memory of your   

grandparents? What values did they teach you? 

2. Jenna’s grandparents all had words and house 

rules to live by. What are two or three rules  

you try to live by? How do you plan to pass these 

on to your family and future generations? 

3. Jenna’s maternal grandparents once said,  

“Kindness is more valuable than any fortune,” 

(page 5). Is there someone in your life you  

admire for their kindness? What kind acts of 

theirs do you hope to emulate?

4. Jenna’s maternal grandmother, Jenna Welch, 

always told her to “read widely.” What are your 

favorite genres to read? Why? How have you 

benefitted from branching out across subject 

matter in your reading? 

5. Jenna’s Gampy, President George H.W. Bush, 

once said, “Limited horizons are okay by me  

just so long as family’s in view” (page 57).  

What do you think he meant by that? How do  

you prioritize family in relation to the other 

aspects of your life?

6. Jenna’s grandmother, Barbara Bush, said in a 

commencement speech at Wellesley College, 

“You are a human being first, and those human 

connections with spouses—with children, with 

friends—are the most important investments 

you will ever make” (page 188). How does this 

quote speak to the themes of the book? What 

does it mean to you? 

7. Jenna reflects on the blessing of her friendship 

with Today show co-host Hoda Kotb, and how 

helpful it was to her during a time when she was 

contending with her grief in a public way. Have 

you had any meaningful friendships come along 

at the perfect moment? How are the themes of 

strong female friendships present throughout 

the book? 

8. Both sets of Jenna’s grandparents handled  

difficult moments in life with humility and  

humor. In Everything	Beautiful	in	Its	Time, Jenna 

uses humor to get through the passing of her 

grandparents, and to celebrate their memories. 

What has gotten you through life’s difficult  

seasons? 

9. In the chapter “I Learned a Lot from Our 

Lunch,” Jenna reflects on a meaningful  

conversation reporter Timothy Naftali had  

with her grandmother, Barbara Bush, on  

transgender rights. Have you ever had a  

conversation with someone that changed your 

way of thinking about something? Describe it. 

10. The title of Everything	Beautiful	in	Its	Time  

comes from a passage in Ecclesiastes that says 

God “has made everything beautiful in its 

time.” What do you think this line means? Has 

your own faith, whatever it may be, brought 

solace when you needed it? Are there any words 

you look to for strength?

discussion 
Q U E S T I O N S



D O : 

• Designate one group member as the meeting 
leader, who is responsible for sending out   
the meeting date and time and running the 
Zoom call.

• Set a soft time limit in advance (1 hour or  
whatever is preferable for the majority of  
your group members).

• Craft while in the meeting. As a way to stay  
engaged and not feel the screen burn out, 
some of your group members may enjoy  
doing (quiet) activities while they listen to  
the discussion: knitting, crocheting,  
scrapbooking, etc. 

• Share the #bookclublove! Snap a fun pic of  
you all on-screen and holding up the book 
and post to social media tagging the author.

D O N ’ T : 

• Don’t pick a random day or time just because 
you are doing a virtual meeting. Try to stick to 
your group’s regular meeting date and time as 
much as possible.

• Don’t start the book club discussion right away. 
Try to allow 5-10 minutes at the start of the 
virtual meeting for everyone to log in and   
get settled.

• Don’t try to talk all at once—if necessary, the 
meeting leader can mute everyone else while 
one group member speaks.

• Don’t forget the food and wine! If your group 
normally enjoys tasty treats during book club 
meetings, try mixing the same cocktails or  
preparing the same snacks in advance to help 
you feel like you are all together.

For more book club tips, visit www.bookclubgirl.com 
or connect on social @BookClubGirl

Book Club Girl’s Guide 
to  hosting a  virtual  book club


