
BACKGROUND 
International Medical Corps has been on the ground in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
since 1999. Though a civil war officially ended years ago, the eastern areas of the DRC remain one of the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis zones. While violence among armed groups, land disputes and rampant 
sexual violence against women and children continue, International Medical Corps is addressing 
humanitarian needs in Tanganyika, North Kivu and South Kivu provinces, focused on primary healthcare 
and nutrition. Today, we work in some of the country’s most remote and volatile areas, often where the 
presence of other international organizations is extremely limited or non-existent. 

The decades-long humanitarian crisis in the DRC has been compounded by the near continuous series of 
Ebola outbreaks that began in May 2018 and the global COVID-19 pandemic, putting additional strain on 
the already weakened health system. Due to increased global demand of personal protective equipment 
(PPE), our teams faced a shortage of facemasks and other PPE to protect themselves and others while 
responding to these crises. Thanks to the generous support from MiMask, our team received more 
than 2,300 facemasks that contributed to the health, safety and wellbeing of frontline health 
workers1 and community members affected by COVID-19 in the DRC. 

RESPONDING TO COVID-19 IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
On March 10, 2020, the DRC recorded the 
first confirmed case of COVID-19 in 
Kinshasa. By June 2, 2021, the number of 
confirmed cases has climbed to 31,934 
with 786 deaths.  Testing capacity is 
limited to individuals exhibiting symptoms, 
travelers, and confirmed COVID-19 
contacts in the DRC due to frequent 
stockouts of COVID-19 tests. As a result, 
the true scale of the pandemic is likely 
underestimated. Twenty-three out of the 
DRC’s 26 provinces (88%) have reported 
at least one case of COVID-19, 
demonstrating the widespread impact of 
the virus. 

In March and April 2020, global cases of COVID-19 rose rapidly and research indicated that facemasks 
helped slow the spread of COVID-19 leading to an increase in demand for PPE from both healthcare 
facilities and the public. As a result, the market experienced PPE shortages and an abundance of 
counterfeit PPE. The government of the DRC instituted mitigation measures such as school closures, 

                                                      
1 Since the facemasks donated by MiMask are not suitable for use in a clinical setting, frontline health workers used the facemasks 
in addition to other medical-grade masks. 
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limits on interaction of people in public spaces like places of worship and a nighttime curfew from 9pm to 
6am to further help slow the spread of COVID-19. 

International Medical Corps, with support from MiMask and other donors, focused PPE distribution efforts 
in the province of North Kivu where the second highest number of COVID-19 cases in the country has 
been reported.  

International Medical Corps has been on the frontlines of COVID-19 and Ebola prevention and response 
in the DRC, implementing initiatives funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to 
strengthen infection prevention control (IPC) at health facilities, triage, and surveillance. International 
Medical Corps implemented a COVID-19 prevention and response project funded by the United States 
Bureau of Humanitarian Assistance (BHA) supporting 82 facilities in North Kivu, Tanganyika, and South 
Kivu provinces. International Medical Corps also implemented another BHA funded project in North Kivu 
and Equateur provinces to support the government’s response and preparedness efforts for outbreaks of 
Ebola including the recent 12th outbreak in the region. MiMask’s donation augmented these initiatives by 
helping to provide vital protection for the hardest hit regions and health facilities in the DRC. 

Distribution Summary 
In December 2020, at the beginning of the DRC’s second wave of COVID-19 infections, International 
Medical Corps received a donation of 2,320 single-use hygienic facemasks. Our team prioritized 
distributing the masks to health facilities with a high volume of patients to reduce the risk of a PPE 
shortage in the hardest hit areas.  

International Medical Corps distributed the masks to five health centers in Goma, including the Goma 
Central (Munzenze) prison dispensary where cases were on the rise, and two Ebola treatment centers in 
Wangata and Bikoro in Equator province. The primary target beneficiaries for these masks were health 
workers and hygienists working in the health facilities, especially those screening visitors coming into the 
facility. The risk of a COVID-19 infection originating at a health facility is high since the virus spreads 
through close contact, and facemasks help minimize transmission. In total, the masks provided by 
MiMask supported seven health centers in North Kivu and Equator province. Please see the distribution 
summary in the table below. 

 

MIMASK DISTRIBUTION SUMMARY 

Distribution Location Quantity 

Munzenze Prison – Goma, North Kivu 170 

Amani Health Center – Goma, North Kivu 120 

Mask distribution at Amani health center and Munzenze Prison Dispensary in North Kivu province.  
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Bujovu Health Center – Goma, North Kivu 120 

Katindo Health Center – Goma, North Kivu 120 

Mapendo Health Center – Goma, North Kivu 120 

Wangata Ebola Treatment Center – Mbandaka, Equator 1,200 

Bikoro Ebola Treatment Center – Bikoro, Equator 220 

International Medical Corps Staff 250 

Total Distributed 2,320 

Quantity Remaining 0 

 

Thank You 
The donated masks from MiMask helped healthcare providers to stay safe while screening and providing 
care to suspected and confirmed COVID-19 patients. The supplies permitted International Medical Corps 
to expedite its response and conserve financial resources, which is especially important in the COVID-19 
era where medical supplies are in high demand.  

We are grateful for MiMask’s support of our COVID-19 response efforts in the DRC and we look forward 
to your continued support of our mission. 

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CORPS 
International Medical Corps is a global, humanitarian, nonprofit organization dedicated to saving lives and 
relieving suffering through emergency response and development programs. Our mission is to improve 
the quality of life through health interventions, healthcare training and related activities that build local 
capacity in underserved communities worldwide as they make the journey from relief to self-reliance. 
Since our founding in 1984, our teams have delivered some $3.6 billion in relief and training services to 
tens of millions of people in more than 80 countries suffering from the devastating impact of humanitarian 
crises. With a staff of more than 7,300 worldwide—and more than 96% of overseas staff recruited 
locally—our teams ensure that the knowledge required to prepare for and respond effectively to a disaster 
remains anchored within the community. Over the last year, we reached more than 18 million people in 
30 countries affected by conflict, natural disaster, and disease.     

Mask distribution at Bujovu and Mapendo health centers in North Kivu province. 
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