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FAQ for Tangent Screens
Part Number: 450400

What is the difference between 15o and 22.5o Screens?
The 15o screen has a radian ever 15o and therefore has 24 radians where as the 22.5o screen has only 16 radians, as illustrated below:

Tangent Screen with radians at 15° Tangent Screen with radians at 22.5°
The result is that the 15o screen provides a slightly more accurate diagram of the patient’s visual field since it has more points.

What is the practical difference between the 18 inch and 39 inch want?
Both wands are identical except for length. The 39 inch (one meter) wand is mandatory for the two meter screen. Use of the longer wand 
with the one meter screen simply permits less ‘intrusion’ by the physician’s arm and body into the visual field. It also may permit the 
physician to perform all of the testing from one side of the screen, rather than switching sides.

What is the practical difference between the one meter and two meter tangent screens?
The two meter tangent screen provides the most accurate diagram of the patient’s visual field. For this reason, these larger screens are 
usually specified by Neuro-Ophthalmologists at major educational facilities. The two meter screens are marked with blind spots at both 
distances (4 spots in total) and therefore can be used at either 1 or 2 meters.

What are the advantages and disadvantages among the roll-up, rigid and knocked down screen 
mountings?

Screen Type Advantages Disadvantages
Roll-up 1. Provides the best dust protection for the felt 

screen
1. Requires the screen to be ‘pulled down’ 
for each use

2. Can easily be moved from one exam room to 
another (with an extra set of brackets)

3. Lowest shipping cost

4. Provides the greatest protection against 
stretching the felt

Rigid 1. Always accessable 1. Highest shipping cost

2. Quick to set up

3. Can be moved from one room to another, but 
a 40 x 40 x 1 inch frame is somewhat awkward.

4. Easiest to use in terms of the ability to simply 
step up to the screen for testing and scoring

Knocked Down 1. Medium shipping cost 1. Requires someone to build the frame, 
stretch and staple the screen

2. Once assembled, has all the advantages of 
the Rigid Screen


