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LEA SYMBOLS® Near Vision Card
Part Number: 250900

When you want to quickly 
find out whether a child has 
visual acuity within the range 
of normal values you can 
use this small pocket card. 
The basic measurement  
is simple: 

You decide together with the 
child which names the child 
wants to give to the four 

symbols or - if the child does not want to or cannot talk - choose 
pointing at the large symbols at the lower edge of the card as  
the response. 

To measure the functionally most important binocular vision 
you show the card at the distance of 40cm (16 inches) and ask 
the child what is the first symbol on the largest row, then the 
symbol on the second, third and fourth row, and so on until the 
child makes an error. The easiest way to make sure that the 
child knows which row to look at is to cover the line above with 
the white side of your business card. ( In the rare case when 
the child is markedly myopic and thus accustomed to looking at 
a close distance, test at a distance of 20cm. The visual acuity 
value is then one half of the value printed at the line that the child 
can read.) 

When the child makes an error, move back one line and ask the 
child to read the whole line. Support the child by saying: You 
read this first one so fine, what was it. The child may answer 
“house”. Then you ask: What is this picture next to the house. 
You may briefly point to the next symbol but do not leave a 
pointing pen at the symbol because it makes it easier to fixate on 
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the symbol. By confirming what the child has said - even if it was 
wrong - you motivate the child to perform close to the threshold. 

Visual acuity is the value of the line on which the child correctly 
reads at least three out of the five symbols. 

If you need to know visual acuity of both eyes separately, you 
need to cover one eye to be able to test the other eye. This may 
be a problem in the younger age group and may even require 
training at home before it is possible in your office. When the eye 
can be covered without fuss you can test the other eye and get 
a reliable result. 

Measurement of visual acuity in vision screening at 3-4 years 
of age uses also the distance LEA SYMBOLS® chart. Testing 
technique is the same as at near. Refer children who do not see 
20/40 line or when there is two-line difference between the eyes, 
even within the passing range (AAP recommendation 1996). 

If you start screening with the near test, the child is easier to test. 
Also, in the rare case of myopia, you have found at near that the 
child does see and parents are not alarmed when the child does 
not see the distance chart.
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