
 



1. William Dugdale; John Lydgate; Henri 

Leon Curmier. The Daunce of Machabree, 

bound with La Grande Danse Macabre, 

des Hommes et des Femmes, Textes 

Emprunte aux Differentes Versions 

Publiees de 1538 a 1738, bound with 

Index Des Manuscrits et Imprines 

Reproduits ou Cites…. Accompagne des 

Figures Dw Iollat de Hans Sebald et de 

Hans Hobein, 1658/1850/1859. London, 

Tho. Warren; Paris, Curmer. Good. $240. 

A scarce 17th century depiction and 

description of the Daunce of Machabree, 

specially extracted from Dugdales History 

of St Paul’s Cathedral, featuring an 

illustration of the procession of the Dance 

of Death, etched by Wenceslaus Hollar, 

and a general summary of the Dance of 

Death. 

Bound additionally is an in-text edition of La Grande 

Danse Macabre, borrowing texts from 1538 to 1738, 

as well as a general index on manuscripts, featuring 

grim woodcuts and illustrations from Hans Holbein’s 

and Hans Sebald’s Dance of Death. Both texts are 

extracted from Curmier’s appendix on the Imitation 

of Christ. 

This unique trio of bound works comes from the 

famous Dyson Perrins Library. 

Three works finely bound into one volume in folio, 

8+16+16 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in good shape, 

with minor wear and rubbing at the boards, and 

some stress at the joints. There is foxing and staining 

present throughout John Lydgate’s work, with minor 

foxing and staining on the two other works.  
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2. Georg Scharffenberg; Johann Conrad von 

Mechel. Der Todten-Tanz, wie derselbe in der 

weitberühmten Stadt Basel, als ein Spiegel 

menschlicher Beschaffenheit, ganz künstlich 

mit lebendigen Farben gemahlet, nicht ohne 

nützliche Verwunderung zu sehen ist, 1796. 

Basel, Bey Gebrüdern von Mechel. Poor. $300. 

A late 18th century edition of Johann Conrad 

von Mechel’s Dance of Death, being famously 

based upon the early medieval 

representations of Dance of Death in Basel, 

with illustrations by Scharffenberg. While 

Huldreich Frölich was among the first to 

publish descriptions of the Basel Dance in the 

16th century with woodcuts by Georg 

Scharffenberg, this work historically does not 

use the illustrations from Basel’s or Bern’s 

dances of death, but rather inaccurately copied woodcuts from Holbein’s Dance of Death, while at the 

same time using several woodcuts that accurately represented Basel’s Dance of Death, thus 

perpetrating the extremely inaccurate conclusion 

that Hans Holbein was the intended artist of Basel’s 

Dance of Death instead of Scharffenberg. The Mechel 

edition should also not be confused with Matthäus 

Merian’s illustrated 17th century work of the same 

exact title. 

With 42 full page-page wood block engravings, 1 

engraved title page, and one pictorial image of a large 

cathedral. 

One volume in octavo, 6+42 leaves 

One note of condition, this volume is in poor shape, 

with the front board being detached. There is minor 

rubbing at the boards, with a small library stamp to 

the title page and to the foot of the final page, along 

with small, one line library stamps to each plate. 

There is little to no foxing and staining throughout. 
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3. Hans Holbein; Anatole de Montaiglon. 

L'alphabet de la mort de Hans Holbein: 

entoure de bordures du XVIe siecle et suivi 

d'anciens poemes francais sur le sujet des 

trois mors et des trois vis, publies d'apres 

les manuscrits par Anatole de Montaiglon, 

1856. Edwin Tross, Paris. Good. $90. 

A mid 19th century edition of Hans Holbein's 

Dance of Death Alphabet, based upon the 

originally 16th century woodcuts. 

This volume is illustrated profusely 

throughout, with incredibly detailed scenes 

depicted in each letter, and large macabre 

frames featuring Death and its victims, in the 

style of the 16th century. The primary work 

is followed by poems on the Tale of the 

Three Dead and the Three Vives. 

One volume in octavo, 95 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in good shape. The library accession number is present at the foot 

of the spine, as well as the perforated name of the university being present on the title page. There is 

minor staining on the covers, with little to no foxing or staining throughout. 

 

4. Guyot Marchant; Louis-Catherine Silvestre. 

La grant danse macabre des homes et des 

femes: avec dis des trois mois et trois vifs, le 

debat du corps et de lame, la complainte de 

lame dampnee et lenseignement pour bien 

vivre et bien mourir, 1858. 1st Edition. Paris, 

chez L. Poitier Libraire Editeur. Good. $230. 

An extremely scarce copy of the first modern 

version of the Grand Dance of Death produced 

by publisher and bookseller Louis-Catherine 

Silvestre. 

The book reproduces all 40 men from the 

original 1486 edition by Guyot Marchant, as 

well as the 36 women from the 1491 version. 

The original woodcuts featured two dancing 

couples per page with additional backgrounds, 

but due to the smaller format of this book, each page features only one couple. 
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Like the original text, this too is an anthology of sorts. 

First is the dance of men, introduced by a woodcut of 

the author, and closed with a dead monarch and the 

author yet again. Then is the dance of women, 

following a similar order. 

After the macabre dances is the legend of the three 

dead, and the three living, "the discussion between the 

body and the soul", "the lament of the damned soul" 

and "instruction to live well and die well". These 

sections are not nearly as profusely illustrated, though 

they are not the main focus of this text. 

This volume is illustrated with 85 woodcut engravings. 

Worldcat only records about 8 copies in existing 

libraries. 

One finely bound volume in 12mo, 134 pages 

On note of condition, this volume is in good shape,  

The library accession number is present at the foot of the spine, as well as the perforated name of the 

university being present on the title page, and once more later in the book. A small portion from the 

fore edge has chipped off the front endpaper. There is minor wear and rubbing to the boards, with little 

to no foxing or staining throughout. 

 

5. Wilhelm Bilharz. Der Basler Todtentanz, 

Gedicht in allemannischer Mundart, 1872. 

Zurich, Im Selbst-Verlage des Verfassers. Fair. 

$70. 

A late 19th century of Bilharz’s rendition of the 

famous Basel Dance of Death, written as a poem 

in the Allenian dialect. 

There are 18 illustrations throughout, with gilt 

skulls decorating the spine. 

One volume in octavo, 75 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in fair 

shape. The library accession number is present at 

the left corner of the front board. There is 

rubbing and wear at the board, with chipping 

noted at the head of the spine. The perforated 

name of the university is present on the title page. 
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6. Jean Gerson. La Danse Macabre, 

composee par Maistre Jehan Gerson 1425, 

1875. 

Paris, Leon Willem. Good. $285. 

An extremely scarce edition of La Danse 

Macabre, based on the 1425 edition by Jean 

Gerson, and utilizing the same macabre 

medieval woodcuts. 

The book is illustrated throughout, along 

with text to each page. 

Worldcat only records about 8 copies in 

existing libraries. 

One finely bound volume in quarto, 24 

unnumbered pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in 

good shape. The library accession number is 

present at the foot of the spine, as well as the perforated name of the university being present on the 

title page, and again later in the book. There is minor wear and rubbing to the boards, with little to no 

foxing or staining throughout. 
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7. Friedrich Salomon Vogelin; Hans Holbein. 

Die Wandgemalde im bischoflichen Palast zu 

Chur mit den Darstellungen der 

Holbeinischen Todesbilder, 1876. 1st Edition. 

Zurich, Orell, Fussli, & Co. Fair. $50. 

An intriguing work by Vegelin on the mural of 

Lubeck’s Dance of death, located in the 

episcopal palace of Chur Cathedral, as well as 

featuring Hans Holbein’s Dance of Death. 

There are four large plate displaying various 

scenes from Holbein’s Dance of Death, along 

with a plan of the church as well. 

Interesting enough, the wastepaper on the 

spine seems to be of an extremely early 

nature, being 16th century or older. 

One volume in folio, 83 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in fair shape. Half the spine is nearly lacking, with minor wear and 

rubbing at the corners. The perforated name of the university is present on the title page. There is 

virtually no foxing or staining throughout. 

 

8. J E Wessely; Oskar Schwebel. Die Gestalten des Todes und des Teufels in der darstellenden Kunst,  

Bound with Der Tod in deutscher Sage und Dichtung, von Oskar Schwebel, 1876. 1st Edition. 

Leipzig, Verlag von Hermann Vogel; Berlin, 

A. Weile. Fair. $75. 

A scarce 1st edition on Wessely’s Figures of 

Death and the Devil in the Performing arts, 

depicting various illustrations on different 

macabre works throughout the centuries, 

including Holbein’s classical Dance of 

Death. This text is also bound with an 

exceptionally scarce 1st edition printing of 

Schwebel’s work on death in German 

legend and poetry, being a historical 

analysis of death in various legends and 

poetical works. 
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There is a colored frontpiece, with over 20 other 

illustrations throughout. The spine is decorated with gilt 

skulls. 

One finely bound volume in octavo, 123, 72 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in fair shape. There is 

rubbing and wear on the boards, with heavy stress at the 

joints. The perforated name of the university is present on 

the title page. 

 

 

9. Felix Soleil; Antoine Duplais-Destouches. La 

danse macabre de Kermaria-An-Isquit, 1882. 1st 

Edition. 

L. Prudhomme, Saint-Brieuc. Fair. $80. 

A scarce work on the Dance of Death fresco 

displayed at the Chapel of Kermaria an Iskuit, 

being the first and only edition. The text is a 

historical inquiry into the fresco itself, as well as 

being a brief history of the chapel. 

There are four full page plates throughout, 

displaying various portions of the original 15th 

century fresco still preserved at the chapel, which 

depicts 47 figures from the macabre dance, with 

the Author missing. 

One volume in quarto, 28 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in fair shape. There is rubbing and wear on the boards, with 

chipping noted at the head and foot of the spine. The library accession number is present at the foot of 

the spine, as well as the perforated name of the university being present on the title page. 
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10. Hans Holbein; David Deuchar; 

Wenceslaus Hollar; Abraham van 

Diepenbeek. The Dance of Death, 

Illustrated in Forty-Eight Plates, 1887. 

Hamilton, Adams & Co., London. Very 

Good. $165. 

A late 19th century printing of Hans 

Holbein’s Dance of Death, based on the 

Deuchar edition first published in 1788, 

which shamelessly copied the title page 

from Christian von Mechel’s earlier 

edition. 

There is also a small biographical section entitled the Sketch 

of the life of Holbein. The plates themselves are copies of 

the Deuchar engravings (after Hollar), with Diepenbeek's 

borders. 

One volume in octavo, (2)+11+(5)+48 leaves of unnumbered 

plates with accompanying descriptive text to each, on the 

opposite page 

One note of condition, this volume is in very good shape, 

with very light rubbing at the edges. There is virtually no 

foxing or staining throughout. 
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11. Wilhelm Seelmann. Die Totentanze des 

Mittelalters: Untersuchungen nebst Litteratur- 

und Denkmaler-Uberischt, 1893. Norden, 

Leipzig. Good. $50. 

An intriguing literary work on the Dance of 

Death during the Middle Ages, featuring in 

depth investigations and commentary on the 

various literature and monuments where these 

grim depictions have been seen. 

One volume in quarto, 80 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in good 

shape. The library accession number is present 

at the foot of the spine, as well as the 

perforated name of the university being 

present on the title page. 

 

12. Hans Holbein; der Jungere; Jaro Springer. 

Der Totentanz: vierzig Holzschnitte von 

Hans Holbein dem Jungeren, 1907. Fischer 

von Franke, Berlin. Very Good. $20. 

An early 20th century edition of the Dance of 

Death featuring facsimile reproductions of 

the woodcuts from Hans Holbein’s classical 

Dance of Death. 

There are 40 illustrations throughout. 

One cardboard bound volume in octavo, 

40+7 pages 

One note of condition, this volume is in very 

good shape, with the title partly faded on 

the cover, and some wear to the edges of 

the cardboard covers. There is virtually no 

foxing or staining throughout. 
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