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39 Metal Printing Blocks from the Early 20th Century, Largely 

Reproducing Designs from The Late 15th to 18th Century 

 



 

For sale today in this list is a collection of 39 metal printing blocks, sold en bloc, and dating from the 

early 20th century, recently discovered in a large suitcase that was acquired in 2022. There are 37 

printing blocks, and 1 printing plate, all utilizing designs from the late 15th century to the 19th century. 

There is one other printing block that appears to have been produced not as a reproduction, but as a 

possible original, for the purpose of producing an early 20th century ex libris plate. 

The price for this collection of blocks is $8500. Additional photos, and the listing itself, can be viewed 

here: https://thatguywiththebooks.com/products/a-collection-of-printing-blocks-from-the-early-20th-

century-largely-reproducing-designs-from-the-late-15th-to-18th-century 

 

1. Danse Macabre, The Authority, 1485. Early 20th Century 

Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of the printing block design featuring the 

authority design from a late 15th century illustrated edition 

of the Dance of Death, or Danse Macabre, by Guy 

Marchant, originally printed in 1485. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 

13.2 x 14.4 cm 

 

2. De Civitae Dei, Saint Augustine Writing The City of God, 1489. 

Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing 

block bearing a reproduction of the 

printing block design depicting Saint 

Augustine writing The City of God, 

flanked by two angels, with the cities of 

Babylon and Zion below. A woodcut 

originally designed by the Haintz Narr 

Master. First seen in the 1489 Amerbach 

edition of De Civitae Dei, one of the 

cornerstones of Western thought, and 

standing alongside Saint Augustine’s other veritable works. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 15 x 17.8 cm 

 



3. Epistole Devotissime, Circa 1500 Frontispiece. Early 20th 

Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction 

of the printing block title frontispiece to Catherine of Siena’s 

Epistole Devotissime, displaying the Saint herself, the first edition 

published in 1500, by Aldus Manutius. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 11.8 x 

17.3 cm 

 

4. Regimen Sanitatis, 1513 Title Page. Early 20th Century 

Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of the printing block title page design from 

Regimen Sanitatis dis ist ein Regiment der gesuntheit durch 

alle monadt des gantzen jares wie man sich halten sol mit 

essen und auch mit trincken und saget auch von aderlassen, 

being the 1513 Strosbourg imprint printed by Matthias 

Hupfuff. The metalcut design is of a noblewoman or queen 

undergoing water treatment.   

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 9.5 

x 11 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. A Noble Speaks to Queen Ehrenreich. Woodcut 4 from Theuerdank, 

1517. Early 20th Century Reproduction  

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of 

one of the 118 woodcuts from Maximilian I’s commissioned 

masterpiece, Theuerdank, an epic and romanticized retelling of his life, 

involving his journey to marry Mary of Burgundy. The printing block is 

the fourth woodcut in the work, depicting Queen Ehrenreich speaking 

to a noble, or possibly a knight. This work also featured the first usage 

of Theuerdank typeface. 

One large zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 12.6 x 

23.8 cm 

 

6. Spechio Spirituale Delle Monache, 1528 Title Page. Early 20th 

Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of 

the printing block title page design of Damiano Damiano’s Spechio 

spirituale delle Monache, the first and only edition being printed in 

1528. The design itself is the Reception of Christ. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 8.3 x 12.5 

cm 

 



7. Opus Poeticum de Admirabili Fallacia et Astutia Vulpeculae Reinikes, 

1567 Title Page. Early 20th Century Reproduction  

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of the 

printing block title page design from Hartmann Schopper’s Opus 

Poeticum de Admirabili Fallacia et Astutia Vulpeculae Reinikes, 

specifically the title page for Nouoforensis Norici, de admirabili fallacia & 

astutia uulpeculae, being the first 1567 edition in Latin verse. The 

printing block design is by Virgil Solis. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 7.5 x 12 cm 

 

8. February Design from The Shepheardes Calender, 

1579. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design of two 

shepherds in a field with their sheep, being the 

representative design for February from Edmund 

Spenser’s The Shepheardes Calender, based off the 

1579 edition. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 13.3 x 6.2 cm 

 

9. July Design from The Shepheardes Calender, 1579. 

Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design of two 

shepherds, with one atop a hill and over his flock, 

being the representative design for July from Edmund 

Spenser’s The Shepheardes Calender, based off the 

1579 edition. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 13.3 x 6.2 cm 

 



10. September Design from The Shepheardes Calender, 

1579. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design of two shepherds, 

one seated on the ground, being the representative 

design for September from Edmund Spenser’s The 

Shepheardes Calender, based off the 1579 edition. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 13.2 x 6.1 cm 

 

11. Les Trois Monde, 1582 Title Page. Early 20th Century 

Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of 

the printing block title page design to the first edition of La 

Popeliniere's Les Trois Monde, a 1582 work setting out the history of 

the discovery of the globe. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 11.5 x 19.2 

cm 

 

12. Soliloquio di Sancto Augustino Con il Manual, Early 16th 

Century Title Page. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction 

of the printing block title page design for the early 16th century 

work Soliloquio di Sancto Augustino Con il Manual, falsely 

attributed to Saint Augustine. The metalcut design is that of the 

Deposition of Christ. It also appears that an ownership inscription 

was copied for the metal printing block, making this printing block 

reproduction especially unique. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 9 x 12.5 cm 



 

13. Christ Healing a Leper, Late 15th Century to Early 16th Century. Early 

20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of a 

printing block design of Christ healing a leper, dating from the late 15th 

century to early 16th century. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 4.4 x 5.5 cm 

 

14. God Creating the Universe With Calipers, Late 15th/Early 

16th Century Image. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of an unidentified printing block design of God 

creating the universe with calipers, likely from the 15th or 

16th century. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 8 x 

9.8 cm 

 

15. Horse, Late 15th/Early 16th Century. Early 20th Century 

Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of 

a printing block design of a horse, dating somewhere from the late 

15th to early 16th century. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 7.5 x 10 cm 

 



16. King at Court, With Queen And Another Noble, Late 

15th/Early 16th Century. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a late 15th or early 16th century design 

featuring a king at court with the queen and another noble, 

being attended by a fourth individual. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 15.2 

x 17.2 cm 

 

17. Medieval Townscape, Late 15th/Early 16th Century(?). Early 20th 

Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of a 

printing block design from the late 15th to early 16th century, of a 

medieval townscape. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 13.1 x 17.5 

cm 

 

18. Plant, Late 15th/Early 16th Century. Early 20th Century 

Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of 

the printing block design of a plant, sometime from the late 15th to 

early 16th century. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 8 x 6.7 cm 

 



19. Poeticon Astronomicon, Sol, Late 15th/ Early 16th Century. 

Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction 

of a printing block design featuring either a late 15th or early 16th 

century design of Sol from Gaius Julius Hyginus’ Poeticon 

Astronomicon, or De Astronomica. A work describing 47 of the 48 

Ptolemaic constellations. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 11 x 12.8 

cm 

 

20. Poeticon Astronomicon, Virgo, Late 15th/Early 16th Century. 

Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of a 

printing block design featuring either a late 15th or early 16th century 

design of Virgo from Gaius Julius Hyginus’s Poeticon Astronomicon, or 

De Astronomica. A work describing 47 of the 48 Ptolemaic 

constellations. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 7.7 x 9.7 cm 

 

21. Priest Performing a Rite At The Altar, Late 15th/Early 

16th Century. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design from the late 15th 

to early 16th century, of a priest performing a rite at the 

altar. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 12 

x 16.3 cm 

 

 

 

 

 



22. Simon de Colines Title Page Border, Early 16th 

Century. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century 

metal printing block 

bearing a reproduction of 

the printing block title 

page border design 

printed by Simon de 

Colines depicting Socrates 

reading a book, Plato, 

Aristotle, Pythagoras, and 

the arms of the Université 

de Paris (three fleurs de 

lys and the hand of God 

presenting a book. 

This particular 

title page design 

was used early in 

his career at the University at Paris, with an example as early 

as 1526 being found, with the work In Hoc Libro Contenta. 

A Parisian printer and one of the first printers of the French 

Renaissance, de Colines was active in Paris as a printer and 

worked exclusively for the University of Paris, publishing over 

700 separate editions over the course of his career. 

One large zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 17.3 x 25 cm 

 

23. Barthelemy de Chasseneuz Teaching a Classroom, 

Early 16th Century. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th 

century metal 

printing block 

bearing a 

reproduction 

of an early 

16th century 

printing block design of Barthelemy de Chasseneuz teaching a 

classroom, likely taken from one of his works. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 17.1 x 9.4 cm 

 



24. Two Knights Dueling, 16th Century(?). Early 20th Century 

Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of a 

printing block design of two knights dueling, being spectated by a lord 

and lady, possibly 16th century in origin. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 9 x 9 cm  

 

25. Cosmographie de Levant, A Nile Crocodile Chasing a Man, 16th 

Century. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing 

block bearing a reproduction of a 

printing block design of a Nile crocodile 

chasing a man, from a 16th century 

edition of Andre Thevet’s 

Cosmographie de Levant, an account of 

travels in Asia, Greece, Palestine and 

Egypt. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 11 x 11 cm 

 

26. Cosmographie de Levant, Three Men Hunting a Beast, 16th 

Century. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing 

block bearing a reproduction of a 

printing block design of three men 

hunting a beast, from a 16th century 

edition of Andre Thevet’s 

Cosmographie de Levant, an account of 

travels in Asia, Greece, Palestine and 

Egypt. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 11 x 11 cm 

 



27. Waterfall, 16th Century(?). Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of an early 20th century metal printing block, 16th 

century, of a waterfall. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 17.8 x 

13.2 cm 

 

28. Strambotti in Proposito di Ciascuno Amatore, 1608 Title 

Page. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction 

of the printing block title page design to Strambotti in Proposito di 

Ciascuno Amatore, printed in 1608. 

Worldcat, USTC, and EDIT16 do not record this work in any 

libraries. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 13.9 x 18 

cm 

 

29. De Statius Viarum in Montibus Niuolis, 18th 

Century(?). Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing bock design, with the title De 

Statius Viarum in Montibus Niuolis, or “Of the Station of 

the Roads in the Snow-Covered Mountains”. There are 

several figures seen in the design, which is possibly 18th 

century. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 12.5 x 7.5 cm 

 



30. Livres et Autographes en Vente Aux Prix Marques, 18th 

Century Auction Catalog Title. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction of 

a printing block design for an auction catalog title, entitled Livres et 

Autographes en Vente Aux Prix Marques, likely from the 18th 

century. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 12.6 x 17.3 

cm 

 

31. Woodcut Header or Footer, with Birds, 18th Century or 

Earlier. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design of a decorative 

woodcut header or footer, featuring two figures and two 

birds, likely 18th century or earlier. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 13.1 x 5.2 cm 

 

32. Woodcut Header or Footer, with Vase, 18th Century or 

Earlier. Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design of a decorative 

woodcut header or footer, a vase and flowering designs, 

likely 18th century or earlier. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 13.1 x 5.3 cm 

 

33. Decorated Coat of Arms, 18th Century or Earlier. 

Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design of a decorated 

royal coat of arms, flanked by two cherups and flowering 

designs. likely 18th century or earlier. 



One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 12.7 x 7.5 cm 

 

34. Patrons in A Tavern, 18th Century. Early 20th 

Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing plate design of patrons in a 

tavern, 18th century. 

One zinc plate, 12.7 x 6.6 cm 

 

35. Carpenters at Work, 18th/19th Century(?). Early 20th 

Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design of several carpenters 

at work, possibly from the 18th to 19th century. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 12.6 

x 6.9 cm 

 

36. Family Exploring the Countryside, 18th/19th 

Century(?). Early 20th Century Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design, possibly 18th or 

19th century, of a family exploring the countryside by 

travelling carriage. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 

12.5 x 8.3 cm 

 

37. Cathedral or Basilica. Early 20th Century  

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a 

reproduction of a printing block design featuring an 

extravagant building, possibly a type of cathedral or basilica. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 9 x 

6.8 cm 

 



38. Ex Libris Printing Block For Andree Megard, Early 20th Century  

An early 20th century metal printing block, being the design for the ex 

libris of actress and stage beauty Andree Megard. Megard was on the 

Paris stage from 1896 to 1925, being in a variety of shows which included 

Shakepearean performances directed by her husband, Firmin Gemier. She 

was known for her appearance and the designs of what she wore, heavily 

preferring the creations of Redfern & Sons. 

Given the specific nature of this printing block, and that it is the only 

design from the early 20th century from the original collection, it is 

interesting to speculate whether this was the original printing block used 

to produce her ex libris labels. 

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 7.2 x 10.5 cm 

 

39. Symbol of the Society of Jesuits, Unknown Date. Early 20th Century 

Reproduction 

An early 20th century metal printing block bearing a reproduction printing 

block design of the symbol of the Society of Jesuits, with the Lamb of God at 

the center.  

One zinc plate mounted on an inch-thick wooden block, 4.2 x 5.1 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Terms of Sale 

Placing an order: 

This list can be purchased online at www.thatguywiththebooks.com, or alternatively by requesting an 

invoice. You can use the hyperlink for a direct checkout and additional photos. 

You are welcome to contact me at 6478577458, on Instagram @thatguywiththebooks, or by email at 

guywiththebooks@gmail.com.  

Feel free to confirm the availability of the material in this collection prior to any purchase. 

 

Payment Methods and Terms of Sale: 

Payment is accepted by PayPal or credit card through online store purchases, or directly by email to 

zubairul@hotmail.com via requested invoice. Prices are in USD unless otherwise noted. 

 

Returns: 

Returns are accepted within 10 days of receiving your purchase if the order is not as described. When 

returning any order or item, please contact us first, whether by email or phone.  

All returns must be securely packed, shipped, and potentially insured, similar to how they were 

received, and mailed back by registered mail. 

 

About us: 

That Guy With the Books is an independently operated Canadian based antiquarian bookstore, opening 

its online doors in 2019 from out of Toronto. 

We buy and sell rare and unique texts of all topics and bindings, with specific focuses on theology, 

history, literature, illustrated works, fine bindings, and vellum bound books from the 16th to 17th 

century. 

We also have a growing inventory of manuscript material from the 13th to 20th century. 

That Guy With The Books is a member of the Independent Online Booksellers’ Association, and are 

bound by their ethical bookselling guidelines. 

 

Thanks for perusing this catalog, with more to come, as always.            

Special thanks to Matt Brehe for the catalog title suggestion. 



 

 

                 

 


