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IID Energy Consumers Advisory Committee

For the complete meeting agenda, visit www.iid.com/ecac

IID’s Energy Consumers Advisory Committee provides advice and recommendations to
the IID Board of Directors regarding fiscal, strategic planning and policy matters that affect 
the Energy Department. The meetings are held via video conference.

IID
A century of service. www.iid.com

Monday, February 6, 2023 at 6 p.m.
Join us at one of these locations:

Condit Auditorium
1285 Broadway

El Centro

IID Boardroom
81-600 Avenue 58

La Quinta

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

Writing for the album
liner notes, famous mu-
sic critic Nat Hentoff ex-
plained the magic of im-
provisational jazz. 

“One mark of contin-
ually creative artists,
however long they have
been professionals, is
that they remain ama-
teurs in the sense that the
French use the word of
one who has a love, a
taste for a particularly
art, a love that ignites an
interest in everything
connected with the art
and/or instrument.”

In a testament to that
kind of continued cre-
ativity and devotion to
their art and instru-
ments, Barney Kessel,
Shelly Manne and Ray
Brown stepped into a re-
cording studio in March
1957 to have a musical
conversation.

Kessel, Manne and
Brown had each topped
the reader’s poll for the
best players in the world
conducted by DownBeat,
Metronome and Playboy
magazines in 1956. 

Kessel was known for
his exuberant, athletic

guitar style. His knowl-
edge of chords and inver-
sions and chord-based
melodies was distinctive.
In the early 1940s, he
moved to Los Angeles,
where he appeared in the
film “Jammin’ the Blues”
featuring saxophonist
Lester Young. Kessel’s
hands were heavily
made-up, and his face

turned away from the
camera as he was white
and playing with Black
performers. His prowess
was soon noticed by the
biggest bands of the day.
He worked days as a stu-
dio musician and at night
played clubs, recording
with Charlie Parker and
Oscar Peterson. 

His famous introduc-
tion to “Cry Me a River”
sung by Julie London in
1955 sold 1 million copies
and turned into an iconic
guitar lick. Kessel was
rated the No. 1 guitarist in
Esquire, DownBeat and
Playboy every year be-
tween 1947 and 1960.

During the 1960s, Kes-
sel was one of the session
musicians known as The
Wrecking Crew which
played on countless rock
anthems and movie
scores. The Wrecking
Crew musicians would

forth of musical ideas see
what happened. And rec-
ord it. Cheekily, the
named the album “The
Poll Winners.”

Hentoff summed it all
up. “The music in this set
is primarily conversa-
tional, and it is conversa-
tion between three spir-
its with much in common
in terms of life view and
way of living as well as
music. It is a conversa-
tion between experts
whose knowledge has
gone so far that they can
never now regard them-
selves as experts, know-
ing not what they’ll dis-
cover next time they talk.
And it is a conversation
essentially for kicks, the
kicks that come best and
most frequently when
you talk with your peers
and are thereby in no
need to worry whether
your quick allusion will
be picked up or whether
you’ll goof a spiral refer-
ence. It’s not often that
we amateurs, literally as
well as French-figura-
tively, have a chance to
hear this much of this
kind of talk.”

Kessel, Manne and
Brown were exceptional
in terms of sheer ability,
but they were also gener-
ous, inventive and in
sync. They made magic
together. “The Poll Win-
ners” album would go to
the top of the charts, fol-
lowed by another three
albums between 1957 and
1960, and a reunion al-
bum in 1975.

Lester Koenig ex-
plained for their second
album, “The Poll Winners

grams. 
Ray Brown was con-

sidered the best bass
player in the world and
was sought after by ev-
eryone on the jazz scene.
Dizzy Gillespie hired
Brown on his arrival in
New York at age 20. Soon
Brown was playing with
Art Tatum and Charlie
Parker and composing.
(Brown’s swinging tune
“Gravy Waltz” won him
his first Grammy. Sarah
Vaughn’s version should
be part of every playlist.
The recording of the tune
with Manne on Marc
Hemmeler’s album
“Walking in LA” features
incomparable Brown
playing and is worth a lis-
ten.) Brown married Ella
Fitzgerald and was the
bass player for the Oscar
Peterson Trio from 1951 to
1965, where he would
work with Kessel.

The readers of Down-
Beat, Metronome and
Playboy magazines knew
greatness when they
heard it in choosing Kes-
sel, Manne and Brown as
the standout rhythm sec-
tion players in 1956 at the
apogee of jazz in the mid-
dle of the 20th century.

Perhaps amused by
the readers’ selection, the
three master musicians
decided to drop into the
studio at Contemporary
Records in Los Angeles
and see what happened.
They were at the height
of their powers and pro-
fession. No rehearsal was
needed. They knew
countless tunes by heart
and could play them in
any key. They were just
going to have some fun
listening to each other
play; and in that back and

record for famous rock
bands because they
could read music and
play any tune perfectly in
a single take. Famously,
after a painful two-and-
a-half-hour session to
record a one-chord song,
“The Beat Goes On” for
Sonny & Cher, Kessel is
reported to have stood up
and proclaimed, “Never
have so many played so
little for so much.”

Shelly Manne’s drum-
ming was nothing short
of extraordinary. As a
young man he played
with jazz royalty, Charlie
Parker and Dizzy Gilles-
pie. He then moved to Los
Angeles and was associ-
ated with the West Coast
jazz style, but known for
his versatility, playing
superbly in any number
of styles. He contributed
music to hundreds of
films and television pro-

See ‘THE POLL    
WINNERS’, Page 19A

1950s jazz trio’s instruments to be reunited
Tracy Conrad Special to

The Desert Sun

From left: Bruce Forman, Jeff Hamilton and John Clayton will perform with the
historic instruments of their mentors, Barney Kessel’s guitar, Shelly Manne’s
drums and Ray Brown’s bass. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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May you 
find peace 
in this time 
of sorrow.

Gone from us,  
but leaving 

memories 
death  

can never  
take away,  
memories 

that will  
always linger 

while upon this 
earth we stay.

Georges Roudanez III, 
son of Gloria Blank-Rou-
danez-Ross announces 
the passing of Gloria 
on January 23, 2023. It 
is with a blend of mel-
ancholy, respect, and 
appreciation that I share 
with you the passing of 
the life of my mother. She 
was born Gloria Blank in 
Terre Haute, Indiana, on 
January 12, 1924. Gloria grew up in Chicago, 
married her first husband, Georges Roudanez 
Jr., in Chicago, and lived there until August 1954, 
when the family moved to Manhattan Beach, 
California. Gloria married Steven Ross in 1969. 
She has lived in Palm Desert for the last 35 years. 
Formerly, Gloria worked in the modelling business 
and transitioned successfully into profitable own-
ership of an HBO franchise, California Satellite 
Systems, in Sacramento. She is well known for her 
hard work ethic that is blended with her personal 
beauty, and a smile that lights up an entire room. 
Her family and friends grieve the loss of her and 
simultaneously cheerfully celebrate her life. Gloria 
is survived by: her son, Georges; her grandson, 
Marc Roudanez; her husband, Steven Ross; her 
stepdaughters, Cindy Seidler, Kathy Ross, & Judy 
Ross; and, her step granddaughter Heather Seidler.

Gloria Blank-Roudanez-RossPALM DESERT - George 
William Boal was born in 
Chicago, Illinois on No-
vember 7, 1925, to James 
Alexander Boal, Sr., and 
Loretta Marie (Korn) 
Boal. He died peacefully 
in Palm Desert, CA on 
December 18, 2022.

As his grandson Seth 
Champi shared on Face-
book, “Prayers request-
ed for the journey of my 
grandpa George Boal. 
Eternally thankful for 
the memories. I learned 
to play golf so we could 
do it together. The love of 
electric carts and old cars 
shall live well beyond us 
both. I smell the second 
hand pipe smoke as we 
barrel down the highway 
in the RV; always just one 
turn away from taking the right route.

From all of us ‘kids’… Hugs all around to Son 
Alan W. Boal, Daughter Eloise Champi, Stepson 
Mike Harrington, Wife Betty, Niece Laura Boal, 
and to all of those friends and loved ones that 
preceded. PS: I love you.”

His 97 strong years on this side of life were well 
spent. In World War II, George served in US Coast 
Guard, his career spanned more than thirty years 
at Pacific Bell and AT&T, and after retirement 
in 1984, he owned George’s Golf Carts in Palm 
Desert. He also had a hole-in-one at the Palm 
Desert Country Club.

To Kanisha Robinson, Owner of Abundant 
Grace Living in Hemet, CA, our family will al-
ways be grateful for your care and connection 
with “Captain George.”

George W. Boal

DENVER, CO - Jerry Joan Cunningham, age 91, 
passed away peacefully surrounded by family on 
Friday, January 27, 2023 at The Carillon at Bel-
leview Station in Denver Colorado. She was born 
on October 28, 1931, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to Earl 
and Lois (Miller) Huhn and moved to Calgary 
when she was 16.  After high school, she attended 
Montana University in Missoula where she was a 
Fine Arts major and was a member of the Kappa 
Kappa Gamma sorority.  While there, she met the 
love of her life, Scott Alan Cunningham, and they 
were married on April 3, 1954, in Calgary, Canada. 
They have been married for 68 years.

After graduation, Scott was commissioned as an ensign in the US Navy 
and they moved to the Norfolk Virginia naval base where she began teach-
ing school and working as a social worker and a draftsman.  After Scott 
completed his armed services commitment, Jerry and Scott moved to Cal-
gary, Texas, back to Calgary and ultimately Denver, in support of Scott’s 
position as a geologist in the oil and gas industry.  Jerry resided in Cherry 
Hills Village, Colorado for 50 years and spent her winters in La Quinta 
California. In Denver, Jerry was a member of the The Junior League and 
Sustainers Group.  She helped to establish the Sports Women of Colorado 
organization to publicly recognize outstanding female athletes.  Jerry was 
also very active in gourmet clubs, financial club and the Calgary Oilman’s 
woman’s group.  She was an accomplished bridge player, snow skier, tennis 
player and thoroughly enjoyed travelling.  She operated a small business in 
the fashion industry representing Carlisle woman’s clothing.  She and Scott 
were active members of the University of Montana alumni association.  In 
La Quinta, Jerry enjoyed plein-air painting, watching her son, Scott, and 
grandson, Scottie Mac, play polo and hosting family and friends at her home.

Jerry will best be remembered as a great wife, mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, friend, host, painter and enthusiastic conversationalist.  She 
is already deeply missed.

Jerry was preceded in death by her parents, Earl and Lois and her grandson, 
Casey Cunningham.  She is survived by her husband, Scott; her children, 
Scott Emery Cunningham (Laurie), Cathy Cunningham Geiger (Steve), 
Helen Cunningham Corrigan (Mike) and Kelly Cunningham Stoneburgh 
as well as nine grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.

Jerry’s family are deeply appreciative for all the caregivers and staff in The 
Carillon at Belleview Station, as well as all the hospice nurses and physicians 
who provided so much care for her.

The family will be holding a Celebration of Life Service at Christ Church 
Denver 950 South University Boulevard Denver  on February  8th at 10:30 
am, viewing at 9:30 am.   In lieu of flowers, please honor Jerry by donating 
to the Alzheimer’s Association (https://www.ALZ.org).

Jerry Joan Cunningham

INDIO -
12/17/1943-01/14/2023
Rose, 79, of Indio 

passed away on January 
14, 2023 in Riverside, 
California.

She was born on De-
cember 17, 1943 in El 
Paso, Texas, daughter of 
the late Xavier Gutierrez 
and Alicia Ortega Guti-
errez.

The family moved to Indio in the late 40s where 
she attended schools in Indio and graduated from 
CVHS in 1961. She served in the Air Force at 
Lackland AFB from 1962-63. She retired from 
GTE and then worked for Edison, Amtrak and 
Joanne’s.

Rose had several hobbies including cooking, 
making amazing cakes and sewing.

She is survived by her son Juan Miguel Westmo-
reland, her brothers; Xavier Gutierrez, Jr., Robert 
and Fernando, sister Teresa as well as many nieces 
and nephews.

A memorial will be held at the American Legion 
in Indio on Sunday, February 19 and on Tuesday, 
February 21, a Mass will be held at OLPH in Indio 
at 10:00 am with a burial to follow at Riverside 
National Cemetery.

“Till memory fades and life departs, you live 
forever in our hearts.”

Rosa Maria Westmoreland

PALM DESERT  - Mar-
guerite Crabités Kram-
er, known to her friends 
as Petie, passed away at 
home in Palm Desert on 
November 22, 2022 at the 
age of 91 having lived a 
long and fulfilled life. 
Daughter of Henry and 
Frederica Crabités, Petie 
was born in New Orleans 
in 1931, grew up in Aldie, 
Virginia and received secretarial training at Mary 
Washington College.  As a young woman she 
worked in Washington, D.C., married the late John 
J Kramer in 1954, living in Endicott, New York, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Frankfort, Germa-
ny, Minneapolis and Atherton, California mov-
ing with her husband’s career in the burgeoning 
computer business. She worked for many years in 
the President’s Office and the Hoover Institute at 
Stanford University and retired in the late 1990s.  
Through mutual friends, she met widower Alan 
Stearns, with whom she traveled extensively and 
built a life together in Palm Desert and on Cata-
lina Island.  Her spirited adventurousness led her 
around the world, and through many challenges.  
She was a figure skater, an avid skier, tennis player 
and rose gardener, an accomplished seamstress, 
she loved the stage, was always ready for the next 
dance, adored cats of all kinds, and generously 
expressed kindness to strangers. She put the best 
face on what it is to grow old, never losing her 
sense of humor, her empathic nature, or the glint 
in her eye when listening to Frank Sinatra. Her 
delight and fearlessness in going somewhere new 
is sure to carry her through her next journey, as it 
did on this one.  She is survived by her son, Henry 
F Kramer, her daughter Karen L Kramer, their 
spouses who she cared for as a second mother, 
her granddaughter Kathryn R Kramer, her part-
ner Alan Stearns and her loving caretaker Julia 
Penunurizertuche.

A memorial luncheon will be held this spring 
at The Lakes, Palm Desert.

Marguerite Crabités  Kramer

*Blank-Roudanez-Ross, Gloria 99 - 23-Jan -
*Boal, GeorgeW. 97 PalmDesert 18-Dec -
*Cunningham, Jerry Joan 91 Denver, CO 27-Jan -
*Kramer,MargueriteCrabités 91 PalmDesert 22-Nov -
*Westmoreland, RosaMaria 79 Indio 14-Jan Casillas Family Funeral Home

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.desertsun.com/obituaries
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Ride Again,” “there were no written arrangements for
this album. The three men arrived at Contemporary
the evening of August 19, 1958 and in the most infor-
mal way, began looking over a new blues Barney had
written, ‘Be Deedle Dee Do.’ Since Barney has the main
melody voice, a large share of conceiving the perfor-
mance fell to him. But Shelly and Ray are among the
most inventive musicians in jazz today, and with all
three coming up with ideas, a general routine evolved
quickly. This approach, one of total improvisation was
used for each selection; with only three players, each

man’s musical personality is given room for the fullest
expression.” (“Be Deedle Dee Do” is a joyous romp on
the second disc that is not to be missed. Find it on
Spotify.)

With the ascendancy of rock-n-roll in the late
1950s, not everyone knew Kessel, Manne and Brown,
but everyone had heard them. The three worked reg-
ularly in the studio playing for movie soundtracks,
rock albums, popular TV shows, countless commer-
cials and behind the most famous singers of the age.

In addition to anonymous studio work, each man
had students who sought out the consummate teach-
er for their instrument. In a time-honored tradition
they would pass along their knowledge to the next
generation.

Amazingly, Kessel’s guitar, Manne’s drums and

Brown’s bass were also passed along.
Those instruments are coming to Palm Springs for

Modernism Week and will be played together again,
reunited for a historic concert at the Palm Springs Art
Museum on Feb. 21, by Bruce Forman, Jeff Hamilton
and John Clayton. These three contemporary jazz
masters, playing the actual instruments of their pred-
ecessors, will revisit that musical legacy of “The Poll
Winners,” and we amateurs have a chance to be in the
room and hear the magic. 

Tickets are available at https://go.modtix.com
/f/f23/the-poll-winners?date=2023-02-21

Tracy Conrad is president of the Palm Springs His-
torical Society. The Thanks for the Memories column
appears Sundays in The Desert Sun. Write to her at
pshstracy@gmail.com.

‘The Poll Winners’
Continued from Page 18A
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