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T H E T H R I L L
B E G I N S W I T H YO U

N O W H I R I N G

J O I N U S O N O U R J O U R N E Y.
S E E A L L AVA I L A B L E O P E N I N G S AT:
SANMANUELCAREERS.COM

G A M I N G
• Table Games Dealers

• Slot Technician

M A N AG E M E N T
• Assistant Director Slots

• Database Marketing Manager

• CRM Supervisor Database Marketing

• Table Games Floor Supervisors

• Slot Supervisors

P R O F E S S I O N A L
• CRM Specialist Database Marketing

• Database Marketing Analyst

Book online at www.cardifflimo.com/cardiff-tours
For More Tours & Info, go Online or Call 760-404-1594 TCP6941A

2018 Tournament
of Roses Parade

Theme: “Making a Difference”
Mon, Jan. 1

$130 per person
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Autry Museum of the
American West
Sat, Nov. 4 $45 + admission

Richard Nixon Library
Sat, Nov. 18 $45 + admission

Ronald Reagan Library
* Titanic Exhibit *
Sat, Nov. 11 $45 + admission
Sat, Dec. 2 $45 + admission

Festival of Lights
The Mission Inn, Riverside

Fri, Dec. 8 $60 per person
Algodones
Nov. 16 & Dec. 14 $45pp

Laughlin
Nov. 18 & Dec. 16 $15/$20pp

Festival of Carols
Walt Disney Concert Hall

Sat, Dec. 9 $76 per person

Price Is Right Taping
Wed, Dec. 13 $60 per person

Christmas at
The Grove/Farmers Market, L.A.

Sat, Dec. 16 $45 per person

Ducks vs. Flames
Hockey Game, Anaheim

Fri, Dec. 29 $95 per person
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES
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Smoke Tree Ranch sprouted up in the
cultivated land south of the little Village
of Palm Springs after the drought at the
end of the 19th century spoiled the
dreams of speculators from San Francis-
co who wanted to plant fruit orchards in

a city they called Palmdale. The trees
and those dreams perished in the hot des-
ert sand. 

Smoke Tree Ranch was situated in
open desert and conceived by its first
owner Mac Blankenhorn as preserving
that desert; its native flora and fauna.
Charlie Doyle owned both Smoke Tree
and Deep Well Ranch, and tried his hand

in the hotel business. By 1936, the Ranch
was owned in its entirety by Fred and
Maziebelle Markham. 

The Markhams brought much more
than financial stability to the Ranch. Ma-
ziebelle was gifted and charming with a
deep-seated spiritual side. A gracious
hostess, she regarded the Ranch as an
expanded version of a well-run home

with many house guests. Fred was an as-
tute businessman with wide-ranging in-
terests and he envisioned the Ranch as a
place where, free from pressures of
commerce and business, like-minded
people with their families could enjoy
the desert.

Smoke Tree savors open desert
Ranch to host Nov. 8 Western barbecue as fundraiser for Palm Springs Historical Society
TRACY CONRAD
SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

Building begins on open desert in 1930 for Smoke Tree Ranch. PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

Please see RANCH, 26A
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Custom Upholstery

Hours: 10am - 5pm Daily Monday to Sunday

Sofas • Chairs • Golf Carts
Patio Furniture

(Sunbrella fabric available)

(760) 534-5212
77622 Country Club Dr., Suite F.

Palm Desert, CA 92211
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VERTICALS • DUETTE® HONEYCOMB SHADESS
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POWERRISE® REMOTE SHADES • SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS
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REPAIR

ON SITE • IN HOME
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760-203-4149
73-960 Hwy 111 #2 (At Portola) PALM DESERT

• 1 Luminette® Privacy Shear (plus $100 each additional unit)
• 2 Pirouette®Window Shadings (plus $50 each additional unit)
• 2 Silhouette®Window Shadings (plus $50 each additional unit)
• 2 Vignette® Modern Roman Shades (plus $50 each additional unit)
• 4 Duette® Honeycomb Shades (plus $25 each additional unit)

No maximum units; minimum units as noted

Blind
Cleaning

Service

• FREE in-home consultation & estimate
• FREE designing window book with appointment

Season of Style Savings Event
September 16 through December 11, 2017
$100 Rebate with the purchase of the following:

Although the Ranch did not advertise
or seek publicity, it became known to a
cosmopolitan group who shared the
Smoke Tree Way of Life. Ranch life was
simple. No effort was made to impress.
To quote Maziebelle, “Most who have
come here have been every place, seen
everything and done most things.” Then,
you came to Smoke Tree Ranch.

The Ranch was appropriately West-
ern. Only barbed-wire fences separated
the Ranch from miles of open desert and
the wash. Western dress was not an af-
fectation, but a practical choice. Ranch
roads were dirt, and a rumbling sprin-
kler wagon and scraper patrolled daily.
Cowboys joined in the square dances and
cookouts. Everyone was invited in order
to make a proper party. Western singers
were ready with guitars on hand to add to
any festivity. 

Lawn bowling was a very popular pas-
time. Horseback riding, swimming, hik-
ing and lazy sunbathing were the daily
routine. Promptly at 6:30 p.m. the dinner
bell would ring out, calling everyone to
eat. Dinner was served family-style at
long, wooden ranch tables with branded
clothespins clipped to a napkin making
place cards. The clothespin would be
hatched for each visit to the Ranch. After

dinner there were stories and games in
the Ranch House or, for a special treat,
Walt Disney would screen movies for the
kids. He built the Disney Hall as a gift to
the Ranch, next to the pool, for such fes-
tivities.

Disney was an avid horseman and po-
lo player and came to the desert to ride
and play. He loved Smoke Tree’s accent
on the open desert and sought to buy a
house on the Ranch. Colonists were ret-
icent regarding the commotion that fol-
lowed celebrity. 

But Walt had made good friends on
the Ranch. His first house was designed
by local bon vivant Bill Cody. When rais-
ing funds for Disneyland, Disney and his
older brother, Roy, sold most everything
they owned, including his Smoke Tree
house.

When Disneyland was a success, he
bought a second lot and built another
home, designed by Disney himself in
conjunction with Glendale architect
Carl Denny. 

Disney sponsored yearly lawn bowl-
ing tournaments and would award silver
trophies at the end of the competition.
He was a keen competitor on the green
and loved to dress up for the many differ-
ent Smoke Tree theme parties.

For the benefit of the Palm Springs
Historical Society, on Nov. 8, Smoke Tree
will have a classic cowboy cookout.
Tickets are available at pshistorical
society.org or by calling 760-323-8297. 

Ranch
Continued from 25A

Walt and Lily Disney design their second home on the Ranch; the first was sold to help finance
Walt’s amusement park, Disneyland.

A vintage aerial view of Smoke Tree features the bowling green and tennis courts. PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

WASHINGTON -
Prominent chefs, bakers
and restaurant owners
want the Supreme Court
to rule against a Colorado
baker who wouldn’t make
a cake for a same-sex cou-
ple’s wedding.

The food makers say
that once they open their
doors for business, they
don’t get to choose their
customers. They say that
abiding by laws that bar
discrimination based on
sexual orientation does
not strip them of creative
control of a dish or a past-
ry.

Celebrity chefs Jose
Andres, Elizabeth Falk-
ner and Carla Hall, the

owners of a popular Wash-
ington, D.C., cupcake
shop and a small-town
baker from Mississippi
are among those who are
signing onto a legal brief
being written by the Hu-
man Rights Campaign.

Cake artists who want
the justices to recognize
the artistic expression in
cake-baking filed a sepa-
rate brief last month that
does not take sides in the
case.

The case pits the rights
of a gay couple against
baker Jack Phillips’ reli-
gious objections to same-
sex marriage. The case
will be argued Dec. 5.

Phillips owns the Mas-
terpiece Cakeshop in sub-
urban Denver. In 2012, he
told Charlie Craig and Da-

vid Mullins that he would
not make a cake for a
same-sex wedding.

The couple complained
to the Colorado Civil
Rights Commission that
Phillips violated the
state’s anti-discrimina-
tion law.

Phillips lost at every
step in the legal process
before the Supreme Court
agreed in June to hear his
case.

While Phillips’ reli-
gious beliefs about same-
sex marriage underlie the
case, the main argument
he is making at the Su-
preme Court is that, as an
artist, he cannot be com-
pelled to create a cake at
odds with his views.

The chefs, bakers and
restaurateurs who are
part of the Human Rights
Campaign effort say that
anti-discrimination laws
in Colorado and 21 other

states are reasonable reg-
ulations that don’t stifle
their artistic creativity.

“It’s not about your art.
When you’re open to ser-
vice to people, you can’t
decide who to serve and
not serve,” said Falkner,
who has owned restau-
rants in New York and San
Francisco and been both a
contestant and judge on
cooking competitions.

Mary Jennifer Russell,
owner of Sugaree’s Bak-
ery in New Albany, Mis-
sissippi, said, “I can de-
cide what to create and
what to serve, but not to
say I won’t serve it to a
gay person, or a transgen-
der person or a woman or
a person of color.”

Sophie Kallinis LaMon-
tagne, a co-owner of
Washington’s George-
town Cupcake, said she
and her sister, Katherine
Kallinis Berman, want the

Supreme Court to hear
from bakers and chefs
“why we believe it’s so im-
portant that they don’t al-
low businesses to discrim-
inate. This is about doing
the right thing and wel-
coming all.”

Last month, 11 cake art-
ists submitted a brief that
looked almost good
enough to eat. It contained
dozens of pictures of ex-
travagant and finely de-
tailed cakes, including

multitiered cakes for
same-sex weddings.

The point of the brief
was to show that the cakes
are works of art and are
entitled to the same con-
stitutional protection as
artworks in other medi-
ums.

The cake artists do not
call for the court to rule
one way or another, but
their argument fits nicely
with the one being ad-
vanced by Phillips.

Prominent chefs oppose baker in major gay rights case
MARK SHERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Masterpiece Cakeshop owner Jack Phillips decorates a cake
inside his store in Lakewood, Colo. Phillips refused to make a
cake for a same-sex couple in 2012 and contends he cannot be
compelled to create a cake at odds with his views. Phillips lost
at every step in the legal process before the Supreme Court
agreed in June to hear his case. BRENNAN LINSLEY/AP


