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Thanks for the Memories

Christmas at The Grove
Farmer’s Market, L.A.
Saturday, Dec. 15
$45 per person

Tournament of Roses Parade
*Theme: The Melody of Life*

Tues, Jan. 1 $135 per person

The Grove &
Farmers Market, L.A.

Sat, Jan. 5 $45 per person
Sat, Feb. 9 $45 per person

Ducks vs. Oilers
Hockey Game

Sun, Jan. 6 $135 per person

L.A. Fashion District
Fri, Jan. 25 $45 per person
Fri, Feb. 22 $45 per person

Algodones
Dec. 13 & Jan. 17 $45pp

Laughlin
Dec. 15 & Jan. 19 $15/$20pp

Kings vs. Canucks
Hockey Game, L.A.
Thurs, Feb. 14 $144 per person

Catalina Island
Day Trip

Sat, March 2 $105 per person

Mission San Juan Capistrano
Return of the Swallows

Tues, March 19 $54 per person
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Book online at www.cardifflimo.com/cardiff-tours
For More Tours & Info, go Online or Call 760-404-1594 TCP6941A
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WOODWORKS
VanPelt

License #1021976

QUALITY INTEGRITY VALUE
Come see our beautiful showroom, with all the latest styles

on display!
Our estimates are always free, call today to schedule

yours!
Ask about our Kitchen Special that starts at $6,995,

installed!
45050 Golf Center Parkway

Suite C
Indio, Ca 92201

760-342-9885
M-F 10:00am-4:00pm

Ranked top 10 “All American Food Festivals” by Food Network-TV!Ranked top 10 “A work-TV!

PRESENTED
BY

FLAVORED
BY

27th Annual

Free! Admission, Parking & Shuttle Service!

Location: Old Town Indio www.tamalefestival.net

DECEMBER 1st, 2018 10am to 6pm
DECEMBER 2nd, 2018 10am to 5pm
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And much more!

Opening Ceremony
Six Stages of Live
Entertainment
Beer Gardens
Food & Shopping
Over 250 Vendors

Tamale Eating Contest
Carnival
Farmer’s Market
KidZone sponsored by
Quick Quack Car Wash
Best Tamale Contests

Tejano Recording Artist/Actor Bobby Pulido
Saturday, 12/1 - 4:00pm – Amigo Stage
Opening with a Salute to Our Veterans

The history of the desert abounds
with coincidences, none more unusual
or interesting than those associated
with the very highest echelons of soci-
ety in the early 20th century. Unlikely as
it would seem, a tiny village on the edge
of the civilized world was known to
some of the most influential and
wealthy people in the world, and be-
cause of the small size of the town, they
often crossed paths and their lives were
uncannily intertwined.

Fortune magazine in May 1959 noted
that “A number of Milbanks have been
considerable figures in the industrial
history of the U.S. and the family has
also left its mark on the educational and
medical institutions of the country.”

Elizabeth Milbank Anderson was a
particularly interesting member of the
family. Her wide-ranging pursuits in-
cluded business, philanthropy, foreign
travel and art collecting. She estab-
lished what would become the Milbank
Memorial Fund in 1905, which gave
grants to various medical and educa-
tional projects, notably donating a li-
brary to Greenwich, Connecticut, and
three blocks of choice New York City
land to Barnard College, upon which
was built Milbank Hall. She built public
facilities for the poor, such as a sports
arena and public baths, and established
a program of free school lunches. Her
husband, Abram Anderson, was a well-
known portrait painter and friend of
Teddy Roosevelt.

In Long Beach, California, Elizabeth
built an handsome house on a promi-
nent bluff commanding a stunning
ocean view (A mere beach cottage com-
pared with other mansions of the Mil-
bank family in Los Angeles and Santa
Monica, the house is now the Long
Beach Museum of Art).

The house was later purchased by oil
industrialist Tom O’Donnell in the year
of the great stock market crash. Worth

some twenty-five million dollars in 1925
when the average salary in the country
was one thousand dollars per year,
O’Donnell offered employment to any-
one in need during the decade-long
Great Depression that followed, by
building a great stone perch above his
golf course in Palm Springs. O’Donnell
made his fortune wildcatting in the mid-
dle of California. His drilling and oil well
supplies were delivered by Maynard
McFie of the W.T McFie Company on a
horse-drawn cart from Santa Paula. In-
terestingly, Maynard’s brother would
eventually marry into the Milbank fam-
ily in Los Angeles.

O’Donnell began visiting the desert
for its salubrious effects, staying at Nel-
lie Coffman’s famed Desert Inn. He en-
joyed Nellie’s famous hospitality and
high standards. He admired her busi-
ness acumen. He loved golf and in a
joint effort to help his friend expand her
hotel concern and promote his game, he
endeavored to build a golf course on the
hardscrabble field just north of the
grounds of inn. In exchange for a loan of
$350,000, he commissioned Nellie to
supervise the building of his house on
the hill behind the inn.

Tom would spend his time between
his desert house, high on the hill above
the village of Palm Springs, and his
home, built by Elizabeth Milbank An-
derson, in Long Beach looking out over
the Pacific Ocean.

Constructed by the Milwaukee Build-
ing Company, an influential architectur-
al firm that also did work for the Mil-
bank family, the Long Beach house was
a Craftsman bungalow. Another family
member, Isaac Milbank, a co-founder of
the Borden Milk Company and coinci-
dentally, an oil investor, had another
magnificent Craftsman summer home
constructed for him in 1911 on a bluff
overlooking the ocean in Santa Monica
on Adelaide. The Milwaukee Building
Company’s successor would go on to
design the Chinese and Egyptian Thea-
ters in Hollywood.

In the desert, Tom O’Donnell laid out
his golf course according to how far he
could hit the ball. A stately row of palm
trees lined the driveway through the
course. Flowering shrubs and extensive
rockwork perches surrounded the tee
boxes that framed views to the valley
beyond and mountains surrounding the
course.

Hotel guests from The Desert Inn
would play the course as the front nine
holes and the Mashie course to the
house for the back nine. Tom would
watch his friends from a second desert
home, built along the main fairways of
the course after climbing the hill to his
house above became too difficult.

Coincidentally, descendants of the
Milbank and McFie families, who still
owned their architecturally significant
homes in Los Angeles and Santa Mon-
ica, would play golf on Tom O’Donnell’s
desert course, either staying at the Des-
ert Inn or visiting from their home at
Smoke Tree Ranch.

The golf course was given to the city
by Tom O’Donnell upon his death but
with a lease back to his friends for 99
years. The course is a gorgeous garden
spot where the toe of the mountain
touches the valley floor in the center of
Palm Springs. Rarely open to the public,
the Palm Springs Historical Society’s
Picnic Under the Palms will celebrate
early pioneers here on Sunday, Decem-
ber 2nd at noon with catering by Jake’s.
Tickets available at palmspringshistor-
icalsociety.org.

How did two families shape Palm Springs?
Tracy Conrad
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

The O'Donnell House’s looks out over the Desert Inn and golf course. PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN


