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Thanks for the Memories

Getty Villa, Malibu
Sat, June 2 $45 per person
Sat, July 14 $45 per person
Sat, Aug 11 $45 per person

Ronald Reagan Library
* Genghis Khan Exhibit *

Sat, June 30 $45 + admission
Tues, Aug. 14 $45 + admission

Angels vs. Dodgers
Anaheim, CA

Sun, July 8 $103 per person

Nordstrom Anniversary Sale
South Coast Plaza
Sun, July 22 $45 per person
Sat, Aug 4 $45 per person

Book online at www.cardifflimo.com/cardiff-tours
For More Tours & Info, go Online or Call 760-404-1594 TCP6941A

Catalina Island
Day Trip

Sat, June 9 $105 per person
Sat, July 21 $105 per person

Algodones
June 14 & July 19 $45pp

Laughlin
June 23 & July 28 $15/$20pp

Del Mar Horse Races
Thurs, July 26 $45 + admission

Thurs, Aug. 23 $45 + admission

Pageant of the Masters
Theme: Under The Sun

Tues, Aug. 7 $90 per person

Angels vs. A’s
Baseball Game
Sun, Aug 12 $87 per person
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Professionally
Installed Artificial Grass

Transform Your Yard,
It’s Easy Being GREEN

Leaders in Concrete
Landscape Borders

www.thecurbcreator.com
Lic. 722895

FREE
Estimates
30 Years

Experience

760.345.9696

Ask About OurSPRING & SUMMERSPECIALS!

RIVERSIDE
SHERIFFS’
ASSOCIATION

VOTER GUIDE
ELECTION DAY: JUNE 5, 2018

Please join the Riverside Sheriffs’ Association and other
local law enforcement associations in supporting the

following candidates.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Chad Bianco
Riverside County
Sheriff-Coroner

Mike Hestrin
Riverside County
District Attorney

V. Manuel Perez
Riverside County Board
Of Supervisors, District 4

Russ Bogh
Riverside County Board
Of Supervisors, District 5

Jeff Stone
California State Senate

District 28

Miguel Santiago
California State Assembly

District 53

Bill Essayli
California State Assembly

District 60

Timothy
Hollenhorst
Riverside County
District Judge

Jason Perez
CalPERS Board

Brian Hawley
RCCD Trustee Area 14

Paid for by Riverside Sheriffs’ Association Public Education Fund.
21810 Cactus Ave., Riverside, CA 92518. This advertisement was not
authorized or paid for by a candidate for this office or a committee
controlled by a candidate for this office.

“It’s a date!” the title of the thin tome
proclaims with a cheeky wink. Chroni-
cling the Coachella Valley date industry
from the 1930s perspective, this little
book, written by Wayland Dunham,
takes an amused view of the agricultur-
al wonder that is the date farms of the
American desert. 

The publication recounts the facts in
great detail in a “simple yarn, told in
lighthearted, non-technical terms, of
the history, romance, propagation, and
usage of the fruits of the date palm….”

The date palm, Phoenix dactylifera is
one of the man’s oldest cultivated plants
going back not just centuries in history,
but millennia. 

Dates appeared in cultivation in Cali-
fornia in the latter half of the 18th centu-
ry at the Spanish missions up and down
the coast. However, the coastal climate
wasn’t particularly conducive for date
production. 

In the late 1800s, seeds and offshoots
of date palms were imported from

Egypt, Algeria and the Persian Gulf to
the arid Southwest of the United States.
In 1904, the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture established a date experimental
station in the Coachella Valley. Different
date varieties from both seed and off-
shoot were tried.

In the following decades, crop pro-
duction grew exponentially from ap-
proximately 100,000 pounds in 1919 to 1
million pounds in 1926, and then by 1955
to 48 million pounds of dates being pro-
duced in the Coachella Valley. 

Ultimately, some 85 percent of the
U.S. date acreage was situation in the
Coachella Valley and this tremendous
output was derived predominately from
the 14,000 offshoots of the Deglet Noor
variety of date imported from Algeria.

The Coachella Valley was and is
uniquely endowed with favorable con-
ditions for date production. The arid
landscape, artesian water and high tem-
peratures produce the highest qualify of
dates — sweet and plump.

Gorgeous groves of date palms plant-
ed in stately rows were interspersed 

A date with destiny
for sweet desert treat

A worker from the desert’s early date industry.

Tracy Conrad
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

A scenic postcard touting desert dates.
PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

See DATES, Page 26A
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FROM GRAND PLACES TO COZY SPACES
Roxy Bauer

REALTOR
760-832-2192
roxybauer@BDHomes.com

CalBRE#01918263

Marilyn Bauer
LUXE DIRECTOR
760-333-6303
marilynbauer@BDHomes.com
CalBRE#01227902

DS-0000456297

36600 SAQUARO CT. | RANCHO MIRAGE
3br/3ba | 2795 Sq Ft | 3 Car Garage

Contemporary Design, Open Floor Plan. 1/3 Acre Lot with Private Salt-Water Pool +
Spa. Exclusive Tamarisk Neighborhood. No HOA Fees. $835,000

OPEN HOUSE SAT. & SUN. 12 - 3

DS-TDS0007227-01

MatthewGoodwyn

Jinwoo Jung

Yifeng Gao

Ryan Percy

Isaiah Spradlin

MaiaWu

Jonah Gatlin

Jacob Rabago

AngelinaWowk-Sandoval

Harrison Yu

Davis Jensen

Maycee Jones

Aysia Johnson

Bryce Jordan Madison Kirchner Alexandra Linn

NoahMcCoy

Austin Shaver

Jae Eun Lee

DavidMiller

Katie Fidler

MicahMyers

Luke Spates

Tyler Maze

Jenna Ross

Valaree Alvarez Matthew Brown Zachary DevaneJacob Bazua Jahzell EstradaJosue Castaneda Kaylee Espinoza

JacobMessersmith

Wyatt Snellenberger

Kaitlyn Gregory

Carlin Keck

The graduates of Desert Christian Academy will be attending or have been accepted to: Azusa Pacific University; Baylor University;
Biola University; California Baptist University; California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo;
California State University, Fullerton; California State University, San Bernardino; Clemson University; College of the Canyons;
College of the Desert; Colorado State University; Concordia University; El Camino College; Embry Riddle University;
Grand Canyon University; Grove City College; Iowa State University; Minneapolis Community and Technical College;
New Mexico Military Institute; New York University; Northeastern University; Oklahoma University; Pepperdine University;
Point Loma University; San Diego State University; Texas Christian University; Thrive School of Production;
University of California, Davis; University of California, San Diego; University of Illinois; University of Michigan;
University of Southern California; University ofWashington; Universtiy of California,Riverside;Westmont College; andWheaton College.

Yadong Song

the soldiering rows of the tall handsome
trees in the middle of Rancho Mirage or
Palm Desert. To see the active industry
now though requires a trip to Indio, Coa-
chella and Thermal.

Over the years retail outlets sprung
up advertising the unique sex life of the
date, since reliable propagation requires
the help of man. 

In March of each year, the long, sharp
thorns sticking out between the leaves
are removed to allow for mechanical
pollination. Strands of pollen from the
male trees are cut and tied next to the
female flowers just after they have
opened, or alternatively, pollen is dust-
ed into the flowers on a small powder
puff by hand. Workers carefully cover
the fruits with bags as it begins to ripen.
Dates are a very labor-intensive crop.

Shields Date Gardens in Indio,
opened in 1924 and is still operating to-
day. They continue offer to ship a box of
their homegrown fruit home for visitors.
There’s a lunch counter unchanged over
many decades allowing visitors to step
back in time as they order a date shake
as so many generations of desert trav-
elers have done before them. And then
there’s the theater in the back, showing
their signature movie, “The Sex Life of
the Date.” It’s a classic.

with citrus and stretched for miles all
over the valley. The prodigious output of
the oasis of the Coachella Valley rivaled
that of the Middle East itself, and cre-
ated such abundance that new descrip-
tions such as “Allah’s Garden” or “Our
Araby” became common for the Coa-
chella Valley. 

The Middle Eastern reference was in-
corporated in books, street names and
school mascots.

The City of Indio annually sponsors a
date Festival, now dating back some 65
years. Over the decades, this elaborate
celebration has featured camel races,
Arabian dances, date judging and con-
tests, and, of course, a harem of Date
Princesses.

Since the early days, many residen-
tial sections of every city in the valley
have been built upon former date farms
as farms slowly gave way to develop-
ment. Building and selling houses
seemed easier and more profitable than
date cultivation. Remnants of the
groves persist though and continue to
delight tourists when they happen upon

Dates
Continued from Page 25A


