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Now Selling

NewModels
TwoNewCollections

LUXURY GATED COMMUNITY WITH
PGA WEST™ SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED*

855-764-0042

81-335 MERV GRIFFIN WAY,
LA QUINTA, CA 92253

54TH & MADISON

Griff inRanchLaQuinta.com

RIVERSIDE
SHERIFFS’
ASSOCIATION

VOTER GUIDE
ELECTION DAY: JUNE 5, 2018

Please join the Riverside Sheriffs’ Association and other
local law enforcement associations in supporting the

following candidates.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Chad Bianco
Riverside County
Sheriff-Coroner

Mike Hestrin
Riverside County
District Attorney

V. Manuel Perez
Riverside County Board
Of Supervisors, District 4

Russ Bogh
Riverside County Board
Of Supervisors, District 5

Jeff Stone
California State Senate

District 28

Miguel Santiago
California State Assembly

District 53

Bill Essayli
California State Assembly

District 60

Timothy
Hollenhorst
Riverside County
District Judge

Jason Perez
CalPERS Board

Brian Hawley
RCCD Trustee Area 14

Paid for by Riverside Sheriffs’ Association Public Education Fund.
21810 Cactus Ave., Riverside, CA 92518. This advertisement was not
authorized or paid for by a candidate for this office or a committee
controlled by a candidate for this office.

Thanks for the Memories

Desert Riders, founded in 1930, be-
gan as a social organization, a club
where likeminded people shared their
love of horses and their love of the des-
ert. 

Riders would mount up and be out of

the “village” in just a few minutes,
sometimes without any particular des-
tination in mind. The more persistent
and frequent adventurers would meet
on the trail and plan group excursions.
Those who would go out for early morn-
ing rides would sometimes take their
breakfast with them on a pack horse
and build a fire somewhere on the rocks.
They would then enjoy breakfast to-

gether around the campfire.
On Nov. 24, 1931 members of the yet-

to-be organized riding club came to-
gether with the purpose of making its
existence formal. Discussion over the
club’s name was the first order of busi-
ness. According to “The Desert Riders
Their History,” compiled by John D. 

Desert Riders stop in Morongo Valley on way to Joshua Tree circa 1938. PHOTOS BY PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

Palm Springs horse trails
legacy of Desert Riders

Cliff Campbell, Ray Ryan and Frank
Bogert at the Desert Riders 30th
Anniversary circa 1960.

Group documented paths used by hikers, horsemen today
Renee Brown
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See RIDERS, Page 35A
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Lives remembered

LA QUINTA - Bridget 
Regina “Jean” Larsen died 
peacefully at home in La 
Quinta, CA on May 10, 
2018, at the age of 94. 
Jean was born on Oc-
tober 15, 1923, in Van-
couver, British Colum-
bia.  She most recently 
worked as the Assistant to 
the Executive Director at 
Fairview Developmental 
Center in Costa Mesa CA until her retirement in 
1992, with over 24 years of service with the State of 
California.  She is survived by her son, Eric Larsen 
(Joanna), Buena Park, CA, and daughters:  Karen 
Schambach, Georgetown CA; Marie Larsen-Darr, 
San Jose CA; Ann Larsen, La Quinta CA; Laura 
Trovato, San Jose, CA.  She is also survived by 
her grandchildren: Joseph (Andrea), Fresno CA; 
Charity (Jay), Morgan Hill, CA; and Stella (Ian), 
Campbell, CA; six great-grandchildren:  Eligh, 
Madelyn, Sam, Jonah, Ryan, and Alaina; and her 
brothers and sisters: James, John, Bernice, and 
Clare.  She is predeceased by her oldest son, Mark.  
A Mass celebrating her life will be held on Tuesday, 
May 22, 2018, at 10:00 a.m., at Sts. Simon and Jude 
Catholic Church, Huntington Beach CA, followed 
by interment at the Good Shepherd Cemetery, 
Huntington Beach, CA. Mortuary: Community 
Funeral Services, La Habra, CA (877) 688-5533.  
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the 
St. Anthony High School “Sponsor a Saint Fund”, 
620 Olive Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802.

Bridget Regina “Jean” Larsen

RANCHO MIRAGE - 
It is with great sadness 
that the family of Nora 
Irene Topor announces 
her passing after a cou-
rageous battle with can-
cer, on Thursday, April 
19, 2018, at the age of 74 
years.

Nora will be lovingly 
remembered by her 
children Todd (Tiffany), 
Brian (Carrie) and Nicole (Ellen) and her two 
grandchildren, Taylor and Jake.  Nora will also be 
fondly remembered by her brother, John Barba 
(Pauline), cousins Nick & Dee Dee Robles, nu-
merous nieces, nephews and extended family and 
dear friends.

Nora was predeceased by her father, Joseph 
Barba, her mother Nora Virginia Barba and her 
brother, Larry Barba.

A Celebration of Life Service in memory of Nora 
will be held on Saturday, June 2 at 10:00 AM at 
the JPL Church, 39001 Monterey Avenue, Rancho 
Mirage, CA with Pastor Steve Sorensen officiating.

For any questions, please call 760-238-8518.

Nora Irene Topor

PALM SPRINGS -       
08/01/1929 - 05/03/2018

Ig n a c i o  G a rc i a            
(Nacho) at the age of 
88, passed away after an 
intense battle with Alz-
heimer’s Disease. Nacho 
was born August 1 1929 
in Guadalajara Jalisco 
Mexico, to the parents 
of Ignacio and Angelita 
Garcia. At the age of five 
months his family moved to Tijuana, Mexico. As 
a young teenager he made his way to the United 
States eventually settling in Palm Springs in 1957. 
He took his first job at the El Mirador Hotel work-
ing as a waiter. Later in his career he worked at 
the Racquet Club, Hotel Trinidad, and Canyon 
Hotel. In 1973 he became manager of Las Casuelas 
Nuevas and then moved on to other numerous 
restaurants in the valley. It was during this time 
he was very proud to serve many famous movie 
stars including Frank Sinatra, Liz Taylor, Natalie 
Wood, Dean Martin, Kirk Douglas and many 
more. Nacho also worked for Colonel Parker, the 
manager of Elvis Presley in the 80’s for about ten 
years. This was the true Era of Palm Springs. In 
1961 he married Adeline Sanchez (Nina). In 1963 
he purchased his home in Palm Springs where he 
remained for the next 57 years. He is survived by 
his wife Nina Garcia and their three children Na-
cho III, Angela (Mark) Tiedeman, Luis (Bethany) 
Garcia. Six grandchildren Luisito, Alexis, Grant, 
Seth, Selah, and Isabella and 1 great grandchild 
Ezra Luis. Also survived by his siblings Carmen, 
Alicia, Jesus and Alfredo along with several cous-
ins, nieces and nephews.

Nacho’s funeral will be held on May 26 2018 at 
11:00 am at St. Theresa Church. In lieu of flowers 
the family has requested donations to be made to 
Alzheimer’s Association Coachella Valley, 74020 
Alessandro Dr. Suite A Palm Desert California 
92260. (760) 996-0006

Ignacio B. Garcia

- - November 9, 1916 – 
April 11, 2018

Tom Evans passed 
away at age 101 from 
congestive heart failure 
in Palm Desert, with his 
daughters Joan Mercer 
and Deborah Pousen at 
his side  

Beside his daughters, 
he leaves his 7 grandchil-
dren, Kimberly Warren, 
Jeff Mercer, Derek Evans, Jason Mercer, Craig 
Pousen, Kerrie Talmadge and Lisa Germaine; and 
12 great-grandchildren.  

Tom was born in Clinton Massachusetts to 
Greek immigrant parents, moving to New Jersey 
in 1949 and then to Southern California in 1955. 

Tom loved watching movies and his video collec-
tion was unsurpassed.  Tom Hanks being his very 
favorite actor.  He corresponded with him often. 
Tom worked for Senco Power Tools for 20 years 
and his newmatic tools built many a set, leading 
him to visit many motion picture companies and 
meet actors about whom he often related stories.

Retiring in 1990 Tom and Wally (his wife for 
64 years) traveled to Greece and Germany many 
times.  They also loved towing their trailer to 
Coronado in San Diego.  Tom was an interesting 
storyteller and everyone enjoyed spending time 
with him. Everyone he met became his friend and 
especially enjoyed the women.  He enjoyed driving 
to Costco and sampling the food and visiting with 
the employees.  Everyone knew him.

Still driving and living on his own - he enjoyed a 
good life surrounded by his family.  He was active 
in St. George Greek Church, and a Mason in good 
standing for 50 years.

A vibrant personality and we will all miss him.

Thomas Evans (AKA Athas Evangelous)

*Evans, Thomas 101 - 11-Apr -
*Braniff, RonaldWayne 82 RanchoMirage 06-May -
*Garcia, IgnacioB. 88 PalmSprings 03-May -
*Larsen, Bridget Regina“Jean” 94 LaQuinta 10-May Community Funeral Services, LaHabra
*Lauer, Helene 96 RanchoMirage 28-Apr Wiefels, PalmSprings
*Topor, Nora Irene 74 RanchoMirage 19-Apr -

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/TheDesertSun

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

Mega Millions/Friday
Numbers picked 9,26,53,64,66 Meganumber 11
PICKS WINNERS PRIZE
5 plus mega 0 $55 million
5 no mega 0 $292,498
4 plus mega 1 $13,699
4 no mega 13 $1,186
3 plus mega 87 $201
3 no mega 1,785 $11
2 plus mega 1,883 $9
1 plus mega 15,643 $3
mega only 39,144 $2
Tuesday's jackpot estimate (drawing: 7:57 p.m.) $60M

SuperLotto Plus/Saturday
Numbers 12,22,25,30,37
Meganumber 24
Jackpot $15 million

Powerball/Saturday
Numbers 3,6,9,17,56
Powerball 25
Jackpot $306 million

Daily Derby/Saturday
1st place 05, California

Classic
2nd place 08, Gorgeous

George
3rd place 11, Money

Bags
Race time 1:44:83
Match winners and time for top
prize. Match either for other prizes.

Fantasy 5/Saturday
Numbers picked
8,18,23,24,27
Match all five for top prize. Match at
least three for other prizes.

Daily 3/Saturday
Afternoon numbers 0,8,6
Night numbers 5,1,0
Match three in order for top prize;
combinations for other prizes.

Daily 4/Saturday
Numbers picked  0,0,9,7
Match four in order for top prize;
combinations for other prizes.

Lottery information: Riverside
offices: (800) 568-8379
On the Web: 
www.calottery.com.

CALIFORNIA LOTTERYHicks, members decided to appoint a committee to
select a name. A prize of one year’s free membership
was offered to the person who came up with the win-
ning name. Tony Burke earned the prize when he
came up with the most natural selection possible:
“The Desert Riders.”

After selecting a name for the club, members
worked out names for officers, which were reminis-
cent of the Old West. The president was the Roundup
Boss; the vice president was the Straw Boss; the trea-
surer was the Buck Boss; the secretary, the Top
Wrangler, and the Trails Boss looked after the trails.
Each year elections were held and the new officers
were sworn in. 

An exclusive club within the club was formed that
was limited to members who had “bit the dust.” The
“Caterpillars” as they were called, had to participate
in a ritual where they would stand on the breakfast
bench and elaborate on their spill, produce a witness
and explain how it all happened.

Certain types of falls earned a certain number of
points. Each fall was judged by how many parts of the
body hit the ground at the same time. A one-point
landing translated into one foot hitting the desert
floor. A two-point landing represented two feet and a
three-point landing was considered to be two feet
and one hand. The point system went all the way up
to five points (two feet, two hands and your backside)
with special recognition if the rider fell on a cactus. 

As time went on and the population of the city of
Palm Springs grew so did development of open des-
ert. Highways and roads began to crisscross the des-
ert trails and houses and apartments began to fill up
much of the empty acreage throughout the city. 

The Desert Riders was only about 10 years old
when they documented their favorite trails and pub-
lished the Desert Riders Trail Map. This map marked

the trails that were used and described each one in
detail. The funds that were raised from the sale of the
maps helped to maintain the many trails that the club
constructed. Some of these trails wind up the moun-
tains that surround Palm Springs and provide a spec-
tacular view of the desert below. 

These trails today are used by horsemen and hik-
ers alike. 

In 1953, Desert Riders filed Articles of Incorpora-
tion and in the application they described their pri-
mary purpose as an effort, “to perpetuate the spirit of
camaraderie and the love of horsemanship.” The cor-
poration was set up as strictly non-profit but they
could collect dues, levy assessments and elect offi-
cers. By increasing the cost of memberships and
recruiting new members to the club, money was
raised to protect the riding trails. 

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians al-
lowed the Desert Riders to use Andreas Canyon, a fa-
vored spot for the club because of the running water,
superb scenery and a palm-rimmed amphitheater
which was ideal for meetings with ample space for
horses, picnic tables and even parking. 

The tribe did not oppose the marking of trails
through their reservations.

Desert Riders are seen circa 1935. PHOTOS BY PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

Riders
Continued from Page 31A

Pearl McCallum McManus and Frank Bogert on a
Desert Riders ride circa 1931.

Gamblers help 
Gamblers Anonymous,
Coachella Valley: (760)
325-2808

Gamblers Anonymous,
Southern California:
(877) 423-6752

National Council on
Problem Gambling: (800)
522-4700,
www.ncpgambling.org

California Council on
Problem Gambling: (800)
426-2537, 

Need to place a pre-paid obituary? Visit desert-
sun.com/obituaries for full submission guidelines,
deadlines and an optional form to use. Call (760) 778-
4704 or (760) 322-2222 for more information.


