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DISCOVER THE LATEST
BREAKTHROUGH THAT CAN
RELIEVE PAIN AND NUMBNESS
CAUSED BY NEUROPATHY

If you are experiencing debilitating pain,
numbness and tingling, they are likely
caused by Neuropathy. Peripheral
Neuropathy is a common condition that
affects 20 million Americans and, once
identified, can be successfully treated
without the use of drugs and surgery.

HOW DO YOU KNOW IF YOU
HAVE PERIPHERAL NERVE
DAMAGE?
The following symptoms may start
gradually and then worsen:

• Numbness
• Diabetic nerve pain
• Sharp, electric-like pain
• Burning or tingling
• Muscle weakness
• Difficulty sleeping from leg or foot

discomfort
• Sensitivity to touch
• Pain when walking

NEUROPATHY?

SPEAKER
Dr. Grey A. Rappe, DC
Certified Functional Medicine Practitioner

FREE SEMINAR
DATE: June 5th
TIME: 4:00 PM
LOCATION: Thrive Functional Wellness Center

78474 Highway 111 Suite C
La Quinta, CA 92253

SEATING IS LIMITED
CALL TODAY TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION

760 • 777 • 4177

FREE!

If you suffer from any of these symptoms,
call us today at 760-777-4177!

“I CAN ACTUALLY
SLEEP AT NIGHT.”

“We’ve had the privilege of helping
hundreds of people in our community
relieve their pain without the use of

drugs or surgery.”

Seminar Topic:

Neuropathy Treatment
Breakthroughs

Non-surgical, Drug-free
Treatment for Peripheral

Neuropathy

You will discover:

• What REALLY causes peripheral
neuropathy

• Dangers associated with
medications typically prescribed for
peripheral neuropathy

• How to stop nerve damage before
the effects are irreversible

• How our revolutionary protocol
provides outstanding results for
sufferers of peripheral neuropathy

“I spent a year doing Neuropathy with another
doctor with no improvements. After just 5
treatments with Dr. Rappe I felt my feel for the
1st time in 2 years. It’s amazing.” ~Harriett

“This is the first time in two years with
out pain in my feet. I’m thrilled with the
results and am actually sleeping through
the night.” ~Shirley

“I had so much pain in my feet...after the
first few treatments I was able to walk
without nearly as much pain. My blood
pressure is under control I am so pleased
with my progress.” ~Jerry G.

TheGood Life.
No long lines or kiosks. Just good
customer service to help you enjoy
what matters most.

Focused on You.

1956Your Community Bank Since

Open Your Account Today.

RanchoMirage (760) 340-5644
LaQuinta (760) 771-3500

myprovident.com
Experience why
we're different.

All rates, fees, terms, and programs are subject to change without notice except as required by law.
©2018 Provident Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. REV 0518.

Ronald Reagan Library
* Genghis Khan Exhibit *

Sat, June 30 $45 + admission
Tues, Aug. 14 $45 + admission

Angels vs. Dodgers
Anaheim, CA

Sun, July 8 $103 per person

Getty Villa, Malibu
Sat, July 14 $45 per person
Sat, Aug 11 $45 per person

Nordstrom Anniversary Sale
South Coast Plaza
Sun, July 22 $45 per person
Sat, Aug 4 $45 per person

Book online at www.cardifflimo.com/cardiff-tours
For More Tours & Info, go Online or Call 760-404-1594 TCP6941A

Catalina Island
Day Trip

Sat, June 9 $105 per person
Sat, July 21 $105 per person

Algodones
June 14 & July 19 $45pp

Laughlin
June 23 & July 28 $15/$20pp

Del Mar Horse Races
Thurs, July 26 $45 + admission

Thurs, Aug. 23 $45 + admission

Pageant of the Masters
Theme: Under The Sun

Tues, Aug. 7 $90 per person

Angels vs. A’s
Baseball Game
Sun, Aug 12 $87 per person
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Thanks for the Memories

Signaling the end of spring, smoke
trees in the desert washes become dot-
ted with tiny bluish-purple blooms at the
beginning of summer each year. 

The color is deep and distinct and has
been revered by desert dwellers for dec-
ades. Nellie Coffman herself was known
to berate anyone who dared chop down a
smoke tree. 

Most visitors to the desert had no ap-
preciation for the tree having never seen
it in bloom. Visitors evaporated from
Palm Springs in May as temperatures in-
creased threatening the coming sum-
mer. 

But local residents, like Coffman,
knew better. Agnes Pelton famously
painted “Smoke Tree in Bloom” to be
auctioned off to benefit the newly
formed Desert Art Center. 

Carl Bray, fancied for himself the so-
briquet “painter of smoke trees” as they
featured regularly on his canvases. Other
desert artists like John Hilton, William

Darling and Jimmy Swinerton were cap-
tivated by the indigo blooms, buzzing
with bees, and memorialized their brief
early summer show in paint.

Spring in the desert is spectacular, but
summer is even more impressive for the
cacti, trees and scrubs that survive it. 

Wise and observant desert dwellers
had special reverence for the plant spe-
cies found in this harsh environment. 

The village of Palm Springs took its
name from the indigenous palms, found
in the ravines of the surrounding moun-
tains. The native California fan palm sig-
naled the presence of water to early set-
tlers and Native Americans. The Cahuilla
used the fruit of the Washingtonia filifera
for food and its fronds for weaving and
roofing.

The importation of date palms to the
area a century ago started the compari-
son of the Coachella Valley to the deserts
of the Middle East and sparked an agri-
cultural industry. Soon there was culti-
vation of all sorts of palm species as or-
namental trees. 

The trees of summer: Smoke trees, cacti, palms

Pat and Cactus Slim Moorten are photographed n December 1964.
PHOTOS BY PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

Smoke tree in bloom.

Locals welcome sight of the blooming desert flora
Tracy Conrad
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See TREES, Page 22A
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*Conditions to Earn 1.70% APY: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) applies to a new BBVA Compass
ClearChoice Money Market account opened in branch. **To qualify for advertised rates, you
must be a new customer with no open consumer, small business or commercial BBVA Compass
deposit accounts, loans, lines of credit, credit cards, pre-paid cards, safe deposit box, insurance
or investment account products within the last 30 days. New customer must also open a BBVA
Compass consumer checking account to earn advertised rate. The new Money Market account
1.70%APY and corresponding 1.69% interest rate is variable and are subject to change at any time
at the discretion of BBVA Compass. Fees may reduce earnings on account. Annual Percentage
Yields (APYs) are based on the following daily collected balances: Less than $10,000 = 1.70%APY;
$10,000 - $19,999 = 1.70%APY; $20,000 - $49,999 = 1.70%APY; $50,000 - $99,999 = 1.70%APY;
$100,000 - $249,999 = 1.70%APY; $250,000 - $999,999 = 1.70%APY; $1,000,000 - $2,499,999 =
1.70%APY; $2,500,000 - $4,999,999 = 1.70%APY; $5,000,000+ = 1.70%APY.NewMoneyMarket
accountmust be openedwith funds not currently on deposit with BBVACompass.Accounts subject
to approval, which may include credit approval. $25 opening deposit required for checking and
moneymarket accounts.The offermay be discontinued at any time by BBVACompass. Limitations
may apply. See branch for details. APYs accurate as of 06/01/2018. Withdrawal Transactions:
Withdrawal transactions fromsavings andmoneymarket accounts are governed by federal law and,
if transaction limitations are exceeded, the account could be reclassified as non-interest bearing.
Federal law limits transfers to another deposit account with BBVA Compass or to a third party by
means of a preauthorized agreement, telephonic request, check, debit card, draft or similar order
(including Online Banking and Mobile Banking transfers and sweep transfers from the account) to
a total of six (6) per month. There is no limit on the number of withdrawals from this account when
made in person at a BBVA Compass banking office or at an automated teller machine.Withdrawal
transactions subject to Excess Transaction Fees. BBVACompass is a trade name of Compass Bank.
Member FDIC. Rev. 05/2018 / #483192

1.70
Money Market Rate
Available for new BBVACompass customers only**, for accounts
opened with funds not currently with BBVACompass.

• Open a new BBVACompass ClearChoice
Money Market account

AND

• Open a new BBVACompass consumer
checking account

Available at all branch locations, only for new
BBVA Compass customers. Stop by today.

Grand allees of palms would soon line
the boulevards of Los Angeles and San
Diego. In Palm Springs, Ruth Hardy,
owner of the Ingleside Inn and the first
councilwoman, campaigned for planting
palms along both sides of highway 111,
engendering its name of Palm Canyon
Drive. 

Soldiering trees marched all the way
to the Indian Canyons where the native
palms could be found in abundance; the
basis for the village itself. 

The original summer survivor in the
desert is, of course, the cactus. Rever-
ence for its diversity was elevated to an
art form by Chester “Cactus Slim” and
Patricia Moorten. The Moortens famous-
ly saved cacti in the path of road con-
struction for use as ornamentals in gar-
dens. 

They collected unusual specimens
from all over the desert southwest and
Baja Mexico, bringing them home to
Palm Springs and transplanting them
into the garden plot around their new
home (purchased from photographer
and painter Stephen Willard who was
leaving town because it had gotten too
crowded.)

A botanist trained at University of
Southern California, Patricia published
her classic book, “Desert Plants for Des-
ert Gardens” much before the idea of us-
ing native plants in a sustainable way
became the norm. The magazine Popular

Mechanics even featured an article on
the Moortens in March of 1960.

The Moortens’ appreciation of cacti
was akin to Nellie’s reverence of smoke
trees. Locals survived through the tough
summers to be rewarded with mild win-
ters and glorious springs, just like native
trees, scrubs and cacti. 

Locals tried to cultivate an apprecia-
tion of the subtleties of desert plants by
memorializing the spectacular blooms in
postcards and pictures. And they tried to
inculcate that appreciation through
guidebooks for newcomers. 

Melba Bennett, the founder of many
Palm Springs institutions including the
“Palm Springs Hat,” the Palm Springs
Historical Society and the Palm Springs
Garden Club, wrote a little book just for
this purpose. Meant to help new arrivals
cultivate a proper desert garden, her lit-
tle book had practical advice and was an-
notated in the margins with little whim-
sical doodles to emphasize her points.
The book contains charming descrip-
tions and recommendations gleaned
from years of hard work and experimen-
tation in her garden at Deep Well Ranch. 

Plants were chosen for their riot of
blooms in springtime and their ability to
survive the blistering heat of summer. 

The diminutive indigo blooms of
smoke trees were complemented by the
exuberant deep orange bouquets offered
by Poinciana, Mexican bird of paradise.

Bennett counseled a variety of colors
and shapes in the composition of a gar-
den, and a rotation of flowering to pro-
vide interest in the garden through the
coming long summer months.

Palm tree in the desert. PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN
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OMAHA, Neb. – An anonymous bid-
der offered more than $3.3 million Fri-
day for a private lunch with Warren Buf-
fett, an amount just short of the record
paid in 2016 and 2012 for the chance to
pick the brain of the renowned investor
and philanthropist.

An online auction that raises money
for the Glide Foundation’s work to help
the homeless in San Francisco ended
Friday night on eBay with a winning bid
of $3,300,100. The winner wished to re-

main anonymous.
The price was the third highest in the

18 years Buffett has offered the lunch.
Winners paid $3,456,789 in 2012 and
2016, which remain the most expensive
charity items ever sold on eBay.

Buffett has raised more than $26 mil-
lion for the Glide Foundation through
the annual auctions. Bidders continue
to pay high prices for the chance to talk
with Buffett, who leads Nebraska-based
Berkshire Hathaway, and the event
raises a significant part of Glide’s
$20 million annual budget.

Buffett supports Glide because of the

work the charity does to help people.
His first wife, Susie, introduced him to
Glide after she volunteered there.

“Glide really takes people who have
hit rock bottom and helps bring them
back. They’ve been doing it for dec-
ades,” Buffett said.

Glide provides meals, health care, job
training, rehabilitation and housing

support to the poor and homeless.
Buffett has said he gets asked about a

variety of topics during the lunch. The
only subject that’s off limits is what Buf-
fett might invest in next.

The winners of the lunch auction
typically dine with Buffett at Smith and
Wollensky steak house in New York
City, which donates at least $10,000 to
Glide each year to host the lunch.

Buffett’s company owns more than
90 companies including insurance, fur-
niture, railroad, jewelry, utility and
candy businesses. Berkshire Hathaway
also has major investments in compa-
nies including Coca-Cola, Apple, Amer-
ican Express and Wells Fargo.

Private lunch tab with Warren Buffett: $3.3M
Bidding for charity fundraiser just short of a record
Josh Funk 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO – Google is blam-
ing “vandalism” at Wikipedia for
search results that incorrectly said the
ideology of the California Republican
Party included “Nazism.”

The results appeared in a Google in-
formation box screen-captured by
Vice News on Thursday. Google quick-
ly removed the section on ideology.

Wikipedia’s publicly available
change log shows that an anonymous
user added the term “Nazism” to the
entry for the California GOP on
May 24. The change was reversed by
another editor a week later. A second,
similar change on Thursday afternoon
was reverted a minute later.

The California GOP has issued a for-
mal repudiation of U.S. Senate candi-
date Patrick Little, who has praised
Adolf Hitler and advocated for limiting
the representation of Jews in the gov-
ernment. While Little calls himself a
Republican, the Republican Party says
it has not endorsed any Senate candi-
dates in California.

California Rep. Kevin McCarthy, the
House Republican leader, tweeted that
the Google result was a “disgrace.”
California Republican Party executive
director Cynthia Bryant called the re-
sult “libelous” in a statement and said
Google and Wikipedia should “take
more ownership of what is published
on their sites.”

Federal law exempts internet com-

panies from liability for user-posted
material as long as they promptly re-
move offensive items once notified. The
California GOP situation, however, un-
derscores the risks that companies like
Google face when they rely on user-gen-
erated sites like Wikipedia.

“We have systems in place that catch
vandalism before it impacts search re-
sults, but occasionally errors get
through, and that’s what happened
here,” Google said in a Thursday state-
ment. “This would have been fixed sys-
tematically once we processed the re-
moval from Wikipedia, but when we no-

ticed the vandalism we worked quickly
to accelerate this process to remove the
erroneous information.”

Two months ago, YouTube CEO Su-
san Wojcicki told an audience at the
SXSW technology conference that You-
Tube would begin to rely on Wikipedia
entries to create a “companion unit”
that will be shown beside conspiracy
theory videos that continue to spread
on the service. Wojcicki told Wired edi-
tor Nicholas Thompson at the time that
the goal was to show alternative sources
of information so viewers would “be
able to research other areas as well.”

KETCHIKAN, Alaska – A second man
accused of trafficking drugs to Ketchi-
kan has pleaded guilty to a charge of
methamphetamine conspiracy.

The Ketchikan Daily News reports
31-year-old Alfonso Francisco Sando-
val entered his guilty plea in federal
court Thursday in Juneau.

Sandoval and 31-year-old Arthur
Ruben Castillo were arrested in Octo-
ber following an investigation by state
and local police and the federal Drug
Enforcement Administration.

Police executed search warrants at
Ketchikan residences associated with
the two men and found meth, heroin,
marijuana, cash, guns and ammuni-
tion.

Authorities say the two men lived in
Fresno, California, and were involved
in a network that smuggled drugs to
Alaska.

Castillo pleaded guilty in April.
Sandoval is scheduled to be sen-

tenced in October. Castillo’s sentenc-
ing is planned for September.

Calif. man
pleads
guilty in
meth case
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Google: ‘Vandalism’ linked state GOP to Nazism

Google is blaming “vandalism” at Wikipedia for search results that incorrectly
said the California Republican Party’s ideology included Nazism. MARK LENNIHAN/AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Buffett has said he gets
asked about a variety of
topics during the lunch. 


