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Thanks for the Memories

DS-0000455474

TRY A NEW PLACE. EAT SOMETHING NEW.
YOU’LL LOVE LUNCH AND DINNER AT

RESTAURANT WEEK PRICING.

For a complete list of menus and
to make reservations go todineGPS.com

PRESENTED BY

LUNCH MENUS $15 | $20 | $25 • DINNER MENUS $29 | $39 | $49

SHARE THE

and appetizers.
LOVE

“I’m an enemy of the average” stated world-famous
Polish singer, socialite, and six-time-married Madame
Ganna Walska, who certainly wasn’t average. 

In 1941 at the age of 58, Walska purchased a sprawl-
ing Montecito estate and spent the remainder of her
long life cultivating the 37-acre property she named
Lotusland.

Fascinated by desert plants, Walska created a stun-
ningly beautiful desert garden at her Santa Barbara
home that rivaled other spectacular landscapes seen
up and down California in the first half of the 20th cen-
tury.

Another notable early desert garden was developed
for the California Pacific International Exposition in
San Diego. 

Even today, the 1935 Cactus Garden contains some

of the largest cactus and succulent specimens in Bal-
boa Park. 

In San Marino, near Pasadena, railroad magnate
Henry Huntington’s extravagant gardens comple-
mented his even more fabulous art collection. 

The Huntington Desert Gardens, covering 10 acres
on the several-hundred-acre property, is unparalleled
in the world. Featuring towering mounds of golden
barrel cacti among the more than 5,000 species of suc-
culents and desert plants from fabulously distant
climes and this garden is now nearly a century old.

But all these remarkable desert gardens were nur-
tured in the temperate Mediterranean climate of
coastal California. Hard at work cultivating gardens in
the sand dunes and heat of the Coachella Valley during
those same early years were brave, determined gar-
deners.

Nothing about desert gardens or gardeners was av-
erage. 

Early settlers of Palm Springs found naturally oc-

curring clusters of native plants and gave them imagi-
native names, like The Devil’s Garden, a level area near
Whitewater north and west of Palm Springs. 

It is described in J. Smeaton Chase’s “Our Araby” as
an open desert mesa, “natural cactus garden, where
many species of cacti are associated in what amounts
to a thicket of the odd vegetable forms.” (He also noted
that the trip from the village of Palm Springs over to
see Devil’s Garden would take three hours on horse-
back.) Chase specifically subtitled his book “Garden of
the Sun” in deference to the remarkable landscape.

Imagine the astonishment of early visitors to this
area upon seeing the odd forms of cacti, the bright pink
of bougainvillea or the burst of orange and yellow that
comes with a blossom of Poinciana, Mexican bird of
paradise. Perhaps fearful of losing his own paradise, in
the foreword to the book Chase sets out his purpose:
“to invite people of the right kind—not too many—to a 

Devil’s Garden offers a view of Mt. San Jacinto. PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTOS/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

The first mayor of Palm Springs, Phil Boyd, stands at
the site of what is now The Living Desert.

The rich history of desert gardening
Tracy Conrad
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See DESERT, Page 28A
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The Ritz Carlton Cast &
Plow in Marina del Ray

to celebrate
Nini’s 52nd birthday,

Friday June 22nd at 5:30 p.m.
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VERTICALS • DUETTE® HONEYCOMB SHADES
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POWERRISE® REMOTE SHADES • SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS
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April 14 – June 25, 2018
*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases
made 4/14/18–6/25/18 from participating dealers in the U.S.
only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the
product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If
you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled
to a rebate. Rebate will be issue in the form of a rebate claim receipt.

Valid for consumer purchases made 4/14/18-6/25/18. The Alustra® Collection products from applicable product line are included.

$100 REBATE
with the purchase of

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
Plus $100 Rebate for each additional unit

$100 REBATE
with the purchase of

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
Plus $50 Rebate for each additional unit

760-712-3151
73-960 Hwy 111 #2 (At Portola) PALM DESERT

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Specializing in Mohs treatments for skin cancers

Pamela Broska, M.D. Dermatology

WEST DERMATOLOGY
72-785 Frank Sinatra Dr / Suite #101 / Rancho Mirage

760.969.5900

Pamela Broska, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

by Lumisque.com
Lift Hydrate & Rejuvenate

Imagine Beauty Without Pain

DS-TDS0005511-05

Custom
Upholstery

Hours: 10am - 5pm Daily Monday to Sunday

Patio Furniture
Awnings

(Sunbrella fabric available)

(760) 534-5212
77622 Country Club Dr., Suite J.

Palm Desert, CA 92211

Sofas • Chairs • Golf Carts

Best Quality! Best Price-Guaranteed!

RELIABLE
ROOFING
NO BULL!... Just 1st Class Roofing!

760-568-1673

Commercial • Residential • Mobile Homes

reliableroofingtgy.com

• Shingles
• Torch Down
• Tile Roofs

CA Roofing Contractor C-39 Lic #764608

SEASON IS ALMOST HERE, DON’T WAIT!
CALL

TODAY!
g gyg

• Flat Roofs
• Urethane Foam
• Waterproofing

• Sno Coats
• Leaks / Repairs
• Insurance Work

ROOF, TILE
& FOAM
EXPERT
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with purchase of a Lennox® home comfort system.

OR

WE’RE #1 FOR A REASON.
MAKE THE EASY CHOICE. THE #1 CHOICE.

(760) 320-5800
www.comfortac.com

72248 Northshore Street, Thousand Palms, CA 92276
Over 25 Years of Excellent Service

Lic# 763937
Offer expires 6/15/2018.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $150 to $1,700. Some restrictions apply.
One offer available per qualifying purchase. See your local Lennox dealer or www.lennox.com for details. uFinancing
available to well qualified buyers on approved credit at a 0% APR for 72 months, with equal monthly payments. No down
payment required. You may prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requirements
and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late
charges apply. See your Truth in Lending Disclosures for more information.
© 2018 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.

GET UP TO

$1,700
IN REBATES*

UP TO 72 MONTHS
0% INTEREST
FINANCINGu

VETERINARY CLINICS
Indio: 42-150B Jackson St.
Suite 106
Thousand Palms:
72-120 Pet Land Place

NO-KILL SHELTER AND
ADOPTION CENTER
Thousand Palms:
72-307 Ramon Road

Improving the Lives of Animals and People

www.animalsamaritans.org / 760.343.3477

WALK-IN WEDNESDAY
Discounted pricing on

vaccines every Wednesday.
9:30am - 4:00pm

Visit us at www.
PatioFurnitureDoctors.com

(760) 328-8999

NEW SLINGS NEW STRAPS

NEW POWDER
COAT PAINT

NEW CUSHIONS

PATIO FURNITURE
DOCTORS, INC.

GOT UGLY FURNITURE?
WE CAN CREATE A NEW LOOK WITH YOUR OLD PATIO

FURNITURE FOR ABOUT ½ THE COST OF NEW!

Serving the Coachella Valley for over 30 years.
Pickup & Delivery Available
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Wednesday, June 13th, 2018
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

SPANISH & ENGLISH
MEN’S HEALTH SEMINAR:

LEARN ABOUT
TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR
ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION.

Board Certified Urologist

Cesar Mora, MD

Guest Speaker

J.F.K Memorial
Hospital Campus
Medical Office Building
81-863 Dr Carreon Blvd.
Suite 4A
Indio, CA 92201
(On campus of JFK Memorial Hospital)

DS-TDS0007052-01

RSVP: 1(844) 227-3461

DS-TDS0007244-03

760-346-1818
74040 Hwy 111 & Portola, Palm Desert

www.chezpierrebistro.com *Best Chefs of Am. 2015

HAPPY HOUR
ENJOY UNIQUE APPETIZERS AND TOP SHELF LIQUORS

TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY FROM
4:30PM TO 7:00PM

5 - 9 PM
STEAK TARTARE | FROG LEGS SAUTÉ

LIVE SOFT SHELL CRABS

Nominated one of the
Best Chefs in America*

OPEN ALL SUMMER

How Sleep Affects
Your Overall Health

SEMINAR

www.DesertCareNetwork.com

Wednesday
June 20
10am to 11am
Stergios Building
at Desert Regional
Medical Center
1150 N. Indian Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA, 92263

Presented by
PEDRAM NAVAB, DO,

JD, FAASM

RSVP
by calling

(800) 491-4990
TODAY

An introduction to a ‘sport’ which demands no ex-
pensive costuming, which is easier on the temper than
golf or tennis, which can be held to a minimum of ex-
pense and effort by the introduction of native drought-
resistant plants, or can develop into a purse-taxing
luxury, and muscle-developing hobby if you become
an addict.”

The desert was indeed home to a good supply of ad-
dicted, un-average gardeners. Neel’s Nursery provided
them the plant material for decades and Earl Neel pro-
vided local blooming color with a twinkle in his eye
and a ready smile. 

By 1970, banker, developer and first mayor of Palm
Springs, Phil Boyd was prescient about the coming re-
sort development of the valley floor founding The Liv-
ing Desert to preserve a swath of natural open space
and desert flora. As it happened, Neel’s Nursery on
Sunrise Way in Palm Springs ultimately made way for
development. 

Desert gardening required a certain faith and per-
sistence, stubbornness and delight in the subtle.
Thanks to dedicated gardeners, the cultivated desert
in the aggregate holds its own place in the panoply of
stellar California gardens, showcasing unique and
spectacular possibilities afforded by the southwest cli-
mate. And the results are certainly not average.

region that is meant for the discerning few…” meaning
the decidedly non-average.

At the end of the 19th century, Dr. Welwood Murray
assiduously cultivated the sandy desert soil and
fought off the bud-blasting winds to produce early-
ripening fruit to send to the coastal markets. The first
few visitors from the East Coast staying at his 1896
Palm Springs Hotel were delighted by the abundance
of citrus and vegetables available just for the picking.

As new settlers arrived, the pioneer McKinney fam-
ily astutely sold cactus, agave and palms along with
building supplies for new homeowners eager to adorn
their yards.

Chester “Slim” Moorten purchased Stephen Wil-
lard’s house in the mesa neighborhood of Palm Springs
and set to work creating a mysterious and glorious gar-
den. In the shop, they made a career and international
reputation by selling unusual specimens and cultivat-
ing curiosities for visitors. 

Moorten’s wife, Patricia, was trained as a botanist
at University of Southern California and was consid-
ered the ultimate authority on desert horticulture. To-
day, their son Clark carries on the tradition.

Melba Bennett, founder in 1955 of the Palm Springs
Historical Society, was a wealthy socialite who was
equally comfortable attired in a couture ball gown or in
dungarees working in her garden.

Her little tome, the “Palm Springs Garden Book,”
was presented by the Garden Club to share their mem-
bers’ collective experiences with the difficult job of
cultivating the desert. It is illustrated with little
sketches done by Bennett who also wrote that the book
was to be “a Primer for the desert gardeners. 

Desert

Welwood Murray in his palm-shaded garden. PALM

SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTOS/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

Pat Moorten stands in the Moorten Botanical
Garden.

The Palm Springs Hotel features a large cactus
garden.


