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Thanks for the Memories

T H E B E S T L I T T L E A I R C O N D I T I O N I N G A N D P L U M B I N G C O M P A N Y I N T H E D E S E R T

Win a 2019 Hawaii Golf Getaway
KICK OFF THE PGA SEASON IN PERSON

• 2 PGA tournament admission tickets for 2 days
• 4 days/3 nights hotel stay at a 5-Star beach resort
• Airfare for 2
• 2 rounds for 2 at 2 different golf courses
• Car rental
• $500 AMEX gift card

Prize
includes:

ENTER TODAY!
Complete a FREE home comfort system
replacement or whole house re-piping
estimate appointment by February 1, 2018.

Promo 10208. No purchase necessary to enter. Comfort advisor will provide an entry upon completion of the appointment which is estimated to be 60-90minutes.Winner must pay any taxes incurred with the prize claim. Prize has no cash value and can not
be transferred. Visit our website for complete details and contest rules. Lic #686310

F I R S T P L A C

E

760.343.7488
CallTheGeneral.com

In Palm Springs after Daylight Saving
Time ends the first week of November,
the sun begins to slip behind Mt. San Ja-
cinto earlier and earlier each day. Winter
visitors from all over the county come to
enjoy the desert’s sunshine and warm
winter weather. Many tourists head out
for the day in shorts after enjoying
breakfast, a dip in a heated pool and
then proceed to beautiful Palm Canyon
Drive to do a little shopping.

About 3 p.m., the sun disappears be-
hind the mountain and the temperature
dips dramatically and tourists scurry
back to their hotels to change into
warmer clothing before heading out for
dinner. Historically, local business own-
ers have bemoaned this tourist pattern
believing that time for shopping is
shortened when the sun sets early.

In 1946, the Palm Springs Chamber of
Commerce believed they had a solution
to this tourist pattern. They approached
the Palm Springs City Council with an
idea for what they called “Sun Time.”
The idea consisted of having Palm
Springs move forward by one hour from
Pacific Standard Time.

The chamber reported that hotel and
business owners were overwhelmingly
in favor of the time change. Opposition
was voiced by the bus line, freight lines,
and similar transportation entities stat-
ing that this conflict in time between the
city of Palm Springs and the rest of the
world would cause too much confusion.

Local residents were overwhelming-
ly in favor of the proposition and they
packed a public hearing. When the
chairman of the general committee
asked attendees of the public hearing if
they were in favor of the measure, a ma-

jority rose to their feet. He reported the
results to the councilmen at the next
meeting of the City Council and they
voted six to one to authorize Mayor Clar-
ence Hyde to proclaim that clocks in the
city of Palm Springs be turned ahead
one hour on November 17, for a trial peri-
od of 120 days. Members of the City
Council said that the only way to see if
Sun Time would work was to give it an
honest try.

The Council decided that four signs
would be erected on Hwy 111, two at each
end of town, advising visitors to ad-
vance their clocks by one hour if they
were coming into the city and move
their clocks back if they were leaving.
Local artist Earl Cordrey was asked to
prepare the signs.

The State Board of Equalization, who 

Palm Springs tried
using ‘Sun Time’ 
for 51 days in 1947

Palm Canyon Drive at night, c. 1946 Stephen Willard-photographer. PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

See SUN TIME, Page 27A

Renee Brown
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

La Plaza (140 S. Palm Canyon Drive), c. 1946. PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The struggle with daylight saving time 
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Custom Upholstery

Hours: 10am - 5pm Daily Monday to Sunday

Sofas • Chairs • Golf Carts
Patio Furniture

(Sunbrella fabric available)

(760) 534-5212
77622 Country Club Dr., Suite F.

Palm Desert, CA 92211
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22-MonthCD Special

ȂAnnual Percentage Yield effective as of publication date.
Limited time offer subject to change without notice. $10,000 minimum
balance. Penalty for early withdrawal. Consumer accounts only. Offer

cannot be combined with other promotions. Member FDIC.

73010 El Paseo (at Pines to PalmsHighway)
(760) 776-8882

For the location nearest you,
please call (855) 886-4824 or visit us at

www.firstrepublic.com

2.00%APY1

DS-TDS0005970-01

set the regulations for alcohol beverage control in
1946, declared that taverns and cocktail lounges in
Palm Springs had to operate within Pacific Stan-
dard Time. Bars in Los Angeles and surrounding
territories closed at midnight and the same was ex-
pected of bars in Palm Springs. Once Sun Time was
implemented, bars in Palm Springs could operate
until 1 a.m. but they could not reopen before 9 a.m.

Bus, rail and airline officials as well as the tele-
phone company kept two sets of clocks, one on Sun
Time and one on Pacific Standard Time. Before
schools in the Desert School District adopted Sun
Time, Katherine Finchy announced that the board
was going to take a poll of parents in the district and
postcards were sent to the students’ homes. After
hearing that parents were in support of the measure
the local school district adopted Sun Time.

Immediately the Chamber of Commerce re-
ceived congratulatory messages from all over the
country. Charles Horrworth, the Vice-President of
the American Hotel Association said, “Why should
the mountains, no matter how beautiful, be permit-
ted to deny you an extra hour of sunshine when a
quick twist of the wrist as applied to the clock will
do the trick. I am gloating over the fact that five
weeks from today I will be soaking up that extra
hour of sunshine there in Palm Springs.”

In January 1947, after only 51 days into the trial,
the Chamber of Commerce once again approached
the Council asking them to rescind the proclama-
tion stating that hotel and business owners, resi-
dents and tourists were experiencing mass confu-
sion because of the time difference. 

Jackie Cooper, Bonita Granville at El Mirador c.
1946. PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE

DESERT SUN

Sun Time
Continued from Page 25A

RIVERSIDE - The coroner’s office Saturday pub-
licly identified a 62-year-old motorcyclist who was
killed in a collision with an SUV in Riverside earlier
this week.

The crash occurred at about 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day on Chicago Avenue near Le Conte Drive, ac-
cording to Tony Perna of the Riverside Fire Depart-
ment.

The rider, Edward Cellucci of Riverside, was
ejected from the motorcycle and pronounced dead
at the scene despite paramedics’ attempts to save
him, Perna said.

The Riverside Police Department Major Accident
Investigation Team was investigating the crash. 

Coroner ID’s
motorcyclist
killed in crash
in Riverside 
CITY NEWS SERVICE

SALEM, Ore. – Aurora and Phoenix are snuggled in
an isolette in the neonatal intensive care unit at Salem
Hospital, wearing matching sleepers with pink hearts
almost as big as theirs.

The Thompson Bailey twins, born on Dec. 2, more
than four weeks premature, are oblivious to the cam-
era and the spotlight.

They don’t know it yet, but they’ve just notched
their first modeling gig.

The twins are among the first babies to wear cus-
tomized preemie clothing designed and manufactured
by inmates at Coffee Creek Correctional Institute, a
women’s prison in Wilsonville.

A cute and comfy clothing line, made with input
from local NICU nurses, has been developed through a
unique partnership between Salem Health and Oregon
Corrections Enterprises.

Preemie clothing can be difficult to find, and it isn’t
functional for infants with wires and tubes attached to
their fragile little bodies.

In the past, NICU staff browsed local retail stores,
which have limited selections, and snapped up all the
preemie clothes they could.

“You don’t want a NICU nurse out shopping when
they’re supposed to be doing their job,” said Jonathan
Fetterley, the hospital’s former linens services super-
visor.

Fetterley was one of the project instigators. He had
a conversation with NICU nurse manager Andrea Bell,
and they worked with officials at OCE, which has been
providing linen service for Salem Health since 2009.

It took two years, but the first transaction recently
was completed. A freshly laundered bag of 150 preemie
outfits featuring playful patterns with hearts, stars,
puppies and fish was delivered Dec. 12.

It was an early Christmas present for the NICU staff
and its 18 current patients. The NICU cares for an aver-
age of 12 babies at a given time. The number is higher
now because there are multiple sets of twins.

The Thompson Bailey twins are thriving. Aurora
weighed 2 pounds, 15 ounces when she was born and
Phoenix 3 pounds, 2.1 pounds. They now weigh 3
pounds, 10.7 ounces and 3 pounds, 13.7 ounces, respec-
tively.

The women on the production team at Coffee Creek
were thrilled to hear about the twins’ modeling debut.
Team trainer Tammy Traxtle spoke on their behalf by
phone from the prison.

“For the entire team, this is special to us,” Traxtle
said. “We’ve all given birth. We’ve all been incarcerat-
ed over a year and away from our children. Being a part
of a team that gets to make baby clothes has been pow-
erful for all of us.”

Nine women make up the team, which is part of OC-
E’s textiles program at Coffee Creek. Oregon Correc-
tions Enterprises is an independently-run program
that provides work and on-the-job training for in-
mates in 10 prisons across the state.

The textiles program trains inmates in the basics of
sewing, embroidery and quilting. Top students are
hired for the production team.

None of them had experience making baby cloth-
ing. Few had any sewing background.

What little experience they had was limited to what
Traxtle referred to as straight lines on items such as
quilts and bags. She came to the project with commer-

cial sewing training through OCE.
They started from scratch by taking a couple of reg-

ular-sized baby outfits that OCE General Manager
Dave Conway had purchased and doing some reverse
engineering.

“We shrunk it and shrunk it and shrunk it,” Conway
said.

He also bought an 11-inch doll for the team to use for
sizing. The inmates call her Oceana, pronounced Oh-
see-aw-nuh, a play off the Oregon Corrections Enter-
prises name. She turns 2 in February, and Traxtle said
she has the best wardrobe.

Sizing was important. Much of the manufactured
clothing for premature infants is too big. So was func-
tionality. Retail preemie clothes are not made to ac-
commodate IVs and feeding tubes.

“In the beginning, it was a lot of trial and error,”
Traxtle said. “We made templates and then it was a
matter of resizing and re-cutting, resizing and re-cut-
ting.”

A quarter-inch on a preemie outfit makes a huge
difference, and the team wanted them to be just per-
fect.

Once they were ready to begin actual production,
each team member was assigned a task, such as cut-
ting fabric, serging seams, overlapping seams, making
sleeves, sewing parts together, binding for snaps, rib-
bing on cuffs, and attaching snaps.

The shop has 10 sewing machines in the production
area, four serger machines, and two cover-stitch ma-
chines. A serger trims the seam allowance and en-
closes the edge of the fabric to prevent fraying — all in
one step.

Traxtle, in charge of quality control, estimates two
of every 25 garments made for Salem Health was re-
turned to be fixed or remade.

Finding the right fabric was a challenge. With each
sample they tried, they washed and dried it multiple
times to test shrinkage.

They chose a cotton and polyester blend from a ven-
dor in Pennsylvania. It’s ultra-soft and has just the
right stretch.

Nurses and moms on staff at Coffee Creek visited
the shop throughout the process, offering their own
suggestions.

Samples of a half-dozen different types of outfits
were delivered to the hospital for NICU staff to review
quality, sizing and design.

The staff whittled their order down to three styles:
onesies, gowns, and sleepers without feet.

Staff suggestions, such as relocating snaps that
would be in the way of medical tubing, were adopted
before final samples were approved.

“That’s one of the best parts about this,” Fetterley
said, “ultimate customization.”

Fetterley, who now works in a different department,
joined other hospital officials for the first delivery of
preemie clothes. They posed for photographs with
OCE officials and Bell, the NICU nurse manager.

“This one’s perfect for tubes and cords and lines,”
Bell said, holding up a white onesie with purple pup-
pies and pink hearts.

She also loves the quality of the clothing, which she
can already tell holds up better wash after wash than
what they’ve purchased in the past at retail stores. The
fabric often is so thin it’s easily tattered.

Conway was excited to report back to the women on
the production team, who cheered him earlier that day
as he left the shop at Coffee Creek.

“They make these clothes with a lot of love,” he said.
“It’s not a sweatshop. These women want to be here.
Sometimes in our world, people mumble and grown
about Mondays. Here, they are lining up on Monday.”

Conway and the women are hopeful they can ex-
pand the program and eventually sell preemie clothing
to other hospitals.

Aurora, left, and Phoenix Thompson Bailey, born Dec. 2, wear clothing made by inmates at the Coffee Creek
Correctional Institute at the Salem Health Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in Salem, Ore., on Dec. 11. The twins
are among the first babies to wear customized preemie clothing designed and manufactured by inmates at
the women’s prison in Wilsonville. ANNA REED/STATESMAN-JOURNAL VIA AP

Inmates designing
clothes for preemies
Oregon women’s prison,
hospital team up to make
difficult-to-find outfits
Capi Lynn 
STATESMAN JOURNAL

Gamblers help 
Gamblers Anonymous, Coachella Valley: (760)
325-2808

Gamblers Anonymous, Southern California: (877)
423-6752

National Council on Problem Gambling: (800)
522-4700, www.ncpgambling.org

California Council on Problem Gambling: (800)
426-2537, www.calproblemgambling.org


