
The Desert Sun - 12/29/2017 Page : A01

Copyright © 2017, The Desert Sun. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy , updated March 2009. 12/29/2017
December 29, 2017 7:54 am (GMT +8:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2017 ❚ DESERTSUN.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK
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Marijuana legalization arrives Monday in California
with lots of hoopla, but only a handful of cities will
initially have retail outlets ready to sell recreational
pot. By Thursday afternoon, California had issued
only 42 retail licenses, with several in the Palm
Springs area, though none in LA. 15A

Lots of hoopla, few shops

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT LOCAL, 3A

Foodies’ fond farewells
If there is something we love in the Coachella Valley,
it’s food. And this year, the food scene came with a
few surprises as we were forced to say goodbye to
some of our local favorites.

Recognizing a potential public health threat, the
federal government began limiting commercial
truckers’ driving hours in 1938. The tools used to flag
truckers who stay on the road too long haven’t
changed much since then. A USA TODAY Network
investigation shows for the first time that fatigued
truckers are a near-constant threat on the roads
around America’s busiest ports. 1B

Road-weary truckers
risking lives on the job

The number of people moving from
Mexico to the United States has
dropped sharply over the past decade.
But researchers say a new force could
drive more people across the U.S.-
Mexico border in the coming decades:
climate change.

As global temperatures continue to
climb, dry regions across the world
have become more susceptible to
drought. That includes northern Mex-
ico, where increasingly intense dry
spells are expected to reduce crop
yields in rural, agriculture-dependent
areas, potentially giving people more
reason to seek better opportunities in
the United States. 

Researchers who study the link be-
tween global warming and migration
say many factors contribute to a per-
son or family’s decision to move to an-
other country, with climate change of-
ten playing a supporting role. But sev-
eral studies have singled out climate
change as a potentially significant
driver of future U.S.-Mexico migra-
tion.

“It’s never any one thing that
causes people to move,” said Michael
Oppenheimer, a Princeton University 

Climate
could
increase
migrants
Drought, heat could
drive more to U.S.
Sammy Roth
Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See CLIMATE , Page 4A
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When Palm Springs officials vowed to remove a row of ta-
marisk trees between the Crossley Tract and the 14th fairway
of the Tahquitz Creek Golf Course, many of the neighbor-
hood’s residents cheered the decision.

But across the fairway, residents of the Mountain Shadows
condo complex were shocked and have since expressed con-
cerns about the cost of removal, the aesthetics of the golf
course and their property values.

The trees have been the topic of heated discussions recent-
ly after residents of the Crossley Tract, traditionally an Afri-
can American neighborhood but now much more diverse, 

Tamarisk trees separate the Crossley Tract from the Tahquitz Creek Golf Course. PHOTOS BY JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

The City of Coachella is backing a
plan that would turn vacant land on
Harrison Street near downtown into 127
units of affordable housing, commercial
space and a nearby transit center.

The affordable housing and transit
project would be another puzzle piece in

Coachella’s plan to turn its downtown
into a place where more residents will
live and socialize, a vision that also in-
cludes a new library and a cultural dis-
trict with cannabis retailers and art.

City Council on Dec. 13 approved a
bundle of resolutions that would clear
the way for the three-story apartment
development on the corner of Harrison
and Sixth streets, as well as an expand-
ed bus terminal to the north of the

apartment site and miles of new bike
lanes and walkways.

As part of that package, Coachella
agreed to be a co-applicant in a bid for
state cap-and-trade funding alongside
Carlsbad-based developer Chelsea In-
vestment Corporation and SunLine
Transit Agency.

Walter Heiberg, acquisitions man-
ager for Chelsea, said the planned de-
velopment is a strong candidate for cap-

and-trade funding because of its densi-
ty and its proximity to public transit and
new transit lanes. In previous grant pe-
riods, most funds have gone to projects
in major cities like Los Angeles and San
Francisco, he said.

“It’s a very good urban-type project
for a more suburban community like
Coachella,” Heiberg said. “We’re opti-

Coachella backs ‘urban-type’ project in downtown
Amy DiPierro
Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See COACHELLA, Page 5A

SHAKING THE TREES

Column of tamarisks spurs
debate on aesthetics, racism
Corinne S Kennedy Palm Springs Desert Sun | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TREES, Page 5A

“You are looking at an issue that is
expensive and totally unnecessary.”
Paul Bernstein
Mountain Shadows resident, in an email to City Council

There are disagreements over when and why
the trees were planted. 
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An Open Letter
to All Art Lovers
Allan Pitchko Galleries is not your
typical art gallery. What you will find
here is a wide variety of museum quality
pieces of fine art and antiques, all of the
secondary market. From paintings to
sculptures, glass and bronze, contemporary,
art deco, art nouveau, victorian and
beyond. Encompassing 12,000 sq. ft., this
showroom is a visual adventure.
The majority of our inventory comes from
estates in Los Angeles and Beverly Hills.
You will find many pieces from celebrities,
the likes of Aaron & Candy Spelling,
Larry Hagman, Carrol O’Connor, Ronald
Reagan, Jane Wyman, and many more.
One of a kind pieces that could be treasured
for years to come.
Do yourselves a favor, come take a look.
You don’t have to buy, just enjoy!

Allan Pitchko Galleries, one of
the Desert’s Hidden treasures

Allan Pitchko Galleries
Open Tuesday - Sunday 11 to 5

70125 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

(760) 324-9595
APitchkoArtGalleries.comwww.iid.com

Payment Center Hours
Holiday&SystemMaintenanceClosures

For more information, please visit www.iid.com.

IID’s energy customer service centers will be closed on the following days:

Aside from the days listed above, IID’s customer service centers will be
open during regular business hours, Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. and on Fridays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., on all other regular business days.
For after-hour emergency help, customers may reach IID at
1-800-303-7756.

Friday, December 29, 2017
Closed for system maintenance

Monday, January 1, 2018
Closed in observance of New Year’s Day
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mistic...because the cap-and-trade
folks have said they’re going to try to do
better at spreading the dollars through-
out the state.”

If the application is successful, each
of the complex’s one- and two-bedroom
units would be open to tenants making
60 percent of area median income or
less, Heiberg said. The development
also would include ground floor com-
mercial space for offices or retail.

Coachella has been pushing to rede-
velop its downtown. 

The city has already made some
strides, with developers breaking
ground on a new library and Riverside
County agreeing to lease space at an of-
fice to be built east of the apartment
site.

The city also has commissioned new
murals and thrown its support behind a
proposal to turn a stretch of downtown
into a cultural corridor with food, art
and cannabis retailers. 

“The population wants to live in
these spaces where there are amenities,
where there are bars and educational fa-
cilities, where there are restaurants and
breweries and even cannabis facilities,”
Coachella Mayor Steven Hernandez
said at the Dec. 13 meeting. 

“The idea is to create a space that can
generate dollars, that can generate reve-
nue for the city, but that can also gener-
ate a great quality of life for our resi-
dents,” Hernandez added. “I think this is
a step in that right direction.”

Heiberg said the idea for the mixed-
use project started with Hernandez and
property owner R.B. Johnson Invest-
ments, LLC, who together approached
Chelsea about developing affordable

housing adjacent to the future county
office building.

To fund the proposed development,
Chelsea and its fellow co-applicants are
now placing their bets on a California
grant program that uses cap-and-trade
dollars to fund projects that would re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions and
promote local economic growth.

Heiberg said Coachella, Chelsea and
SunLine’s grant application will seek
about $11 million for the housing compo-
nent of the project and an additional $3
million funding the full cost of the tran-
sit center, bike lanes and walkways. 

The deadline for applications is Jan.
16. Successful applicants will be an-
nounced at the end of June 2018. 

If the Coachella application does not
receive an award, the applicants can
take another swing at state funding lat-
er in 2018, Heiberg said.

But if the Coachella application suc-
ceeds on its first try, there will be more
fundraising to do. Heiberg estimates
that the affordable housing component
will cost $45 million total, so developers
will have to seek additional financing in
the form of a loan, tax credits and other
government sources. 

That would put the project on track to
break ground by mid-2019, Heiberg
said.

Coachella City Council has approved
two other potential transactions related
to the redevelopment proposal.

First, City Council approved the op-
tion to purchase a 1.2-acre site north of
the proposed apartments from owner
R.B. Johnson Investments, LLC for
$750,000. The city would then lease the
land to SunLine for the transit station.

Second, City Council okay’da loan
agreement and promissory note with
Chelsea in which developers agree to
pay back a $6.8 million note to the city
to cover the cost of Community Facili-

ties District fees on the property. 
Both agreements would be void

should the grant application not suc-
ceed, according to planning documents.

The California Housing Partnership,
a private nonprofit created by the state
legislature, estimates that Riverside
County needs more than 66,000 more
affordable rentals for low-income resi-
dents.

As of 2014, Coachella had more more
than 1,500 units of affordable housing,

according to a list by the Coachella Val-
ley Association of Governments. 

Chelsea Investment Corporation has
already had a hand in affordable hous-
ing in the city. The company developed
Cesar Chavez Villas, a 56-unit project
where an additional 80 units are now
under construction.

Reach business and real estate re-
porter Amy DiPierro at amy.di
pierro@desertsun.com or 760-218-2359.

Coachella
Continued from Page 1A

called on the city to remove the massive
foliage wall, saying the tamarisk row was
planted decades ago to block the black
residents from view. 

At an informal meeting with neighbor-
hood residents on December 17, Palm
Springs Mayor Rob Moon, City Council
member J.R. Roberts and other city offi-
cials promised to remove the trees, along
with a chain link fence that was added
along the Crossley Tract in the 1970s, at
an estimated cost of about $170,000.

The condo owners across the fairway,
who have enjoyed the view of the tarma-
risk trees from across the green, are op-
posed to the move. 

In addition to their property values
decreasing, some are worried that chil-
dren and dogs from the Crossley Tract
will run across the golf course and into
their neighborhood. Others said they
simply liked the look of the tarmarisks
and didn’t want to see the trees go.

They’ve also raised a variety of ques-
tions about who exactly planted the
trees, and when. Some residents said
they believe the trees were planted by the
tract’s developer, Lawrence Crossley, as a
windbreak to protect the neighborhood’s
homes (although the bushy tamarisk
trees appear nowhere else along the
course or on the other sides of the neigh-
borhood). 

Crossley residents say they believe the
reason is clear: the developers who
owned the parcel that is now the Tah-
quitz Creek Golf Course wanted to hide
the tract, one of two historically African
American neighborhoods in the city.

The land the trees were planted on
was not part of the Crossley Tract and
now belongs to the city, which is why the
dispute could ultimately be played out at
Palm Springs City Hall, where the City
Council still must vote on the fate of the

tarmarisks.
In the midst of the discord, Mountain

Shadows residents say they are now be-
ing unfairly labeled as racist for question-
ing when and why the trees were planted
and voicing opposition to their removal.

Resident Paul Bernstein said he
thought the city’s decision to remove the
trees was too hasty and city officials
hadn’t done enough research.

“They jumped the gun and said ‘rac-
ist,’ ” he said.

Bernstein and other residents said
they only learned about the city’s plans to
remove the trees after reading about it in
the newspaper. In an email to all five City
Council members, which Bernstein
shared with The Desert Sun, he said the
trees were not planted for racist reasons
and asked why the council was making it
a “black issue.”

“You just got the sales tax raised to
cover the stretched out budget. You are
looking at an issue that is expensive and
totally unnecessary,” he wrote in the
email. “Honestly, where is the money
coming from?”

Renee Brown of the Palm Springs His-
torical Society said it was unclear exactly
when the trees were planted and that the
society didn’t wade into politically sensi-
tive issues. Brown provided The Desert
Sun with an undated aerial photograph

of the area.
The photo shows the area that would

become the Tahquitz Creek Golf Course
and the Crossley Tract. Much of what is
now the course is surrounded by a dark
border, appearing to be trees or bushes.
That border, which no longer exists, also
appears to run along the west side of the
Crossley Tract in the photo.

A second photograph originally
thought to show the Crossley Tract
showed a different neighborhood. Cross-
ley bought the tract in 1956 and he and his
wife became the first residents to move
in, in September of 1958.

The land that became the Tahquitz
Creek Golf Course was purchased by
Palm Springs Capital Company on behalf
of the Palm Springs Turf Club in 1955 with
the intent to build a horse racing track.
Those plans fell through in 1958 after the
club could not secure a necessary state
permit.

The land was transferred from the turf
club to Westview Development in 1958.
At the time, Frank Bogert was president
of the turf club and vice president of
Westview.

The first stages of construction on the
course began in July of that year, accord-
ing to Desert Sun articles from the time.
Palm Springs purchased the course from
developer Westview Development in

February 1959. Bogert was also mayor of
Palm Springs at the time.

The first nine holes were completed
and opened for play in October 1959.

Despite disagreements about when
and why the trees were planted, resi-
dents of the Crossley Tract and Moun-
tains Shadows have agreed on one thing:
the city has failed to maintain them.
Some Mountain Shadows residents said
the city should explore a compromise
over the next year, trimming the trees to 6
feet high, clearing debris from around the
trees and maintaining them, rather than
removing them, to see if that addresses
some of the issues raised by Crossley
Tract residents.

About 15 Mountain Shadows resi-
dents met with The Desert Sun Wednes-
day. Dianne Sherman said the complex
was a diverse and welcoming communi-
ty. She said the racial tone the debate
over the trees has taken on was upsetting
and unfair.

“I felt it was personal,” Sherman said.
Resident Ric Thomas said he was con-

cerned that the city had no long-term
plan and was moving ahead too quickly.

“I don’t think the trees should be re-
moved,” he said. “But if they are, it should
be after a plan is made and funding is in
place.”

At the meeting with Crosley residents
earlier this month, City Council member
Roberts and Mayor Moon said taking out
the trees was a “first step” and they
would address other issues, including the
possibility of constructing a privacy wall
and planting new trees, later.

City Manager David Ready previously
estimated tree removal costs at close to
$170,000. Any expenditure of more than
$20,000 has to be approved by the full
council, so the issue will come up at fu-
ture meetings for discussion and public
comment.

Corinne Kennedy covers the west val-
ley for The Desert Sun. She can be reached
at Corinne.Kennedy@DesertSun.com or
on Twitter @CorinneSKennedy

Trees
Continued from Page 1A

This undated
photograph shows an
aerial view of the
Crossley Tract and the
land that would
become the Tahquitz
Creek Golf Course.
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