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Benefits of Mitsubishi Electric Systems:
• Super efficient Energy Star Rated systems
• Whole home applications available
• Individual room temperature control
• Extremely quiet operation
• Compatible with smart phone remote operation
*Ask about Kumo Cloud
• Industry leading 12 year parts and compressor warranty
• No messy, dirty, dusty ductwork required

Cool your 2 car garage or up to 400 Square foot “Hot Spot”
with payments as low as $59 a month or 0% financing!

Give us a call to schedule a FREE estimate.

(760) 537-1120 www.blairheatingandair.com

KEEP YOUR GARAGE COOL ALL YEAR WITH A
MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC DUCTLESS SYSTEM

Call now
to get a
$200

Rebate!
*Ask for Details
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Yes, Gloria and Claudia, I wish to help families in need this Christmas season.
$50____ $100____ $250____ $500____ Other $_______

Please make check payable to Galilee Center. Mail to PO Box 308, Mecca, CA 92254
Donate online at www.galileecenter.org

Questions? Call 760.396.9100 or email info@galileecenter.org

Your Generous Donation is Tax Deductible. I.D. #27-3133601

New Unwrapped
Toy - $15

Baby Formula
$15

Canned Food
Basket - $25

We also accept donations of gently used clothing, furniture and
household items. Please call to schedule a free pickup.

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________ State___________Zip____________________

Email____________________________________ Phone_______________________________

Please charge my credit card ___________________ Enclosed is my check ______________

Cred. Crd. #________________________________________________ Sec. Code__________

Exp. Date______________________ Signature_______________________________________
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The Grove &
Farmers Market, L.A.

Saturday, Jan. 5 & Feb. 9
$45 per person

Tournament of Roses Parade
*Theme: The Melody of Life*

Tues, Jan. 1 $135 per person

Ducks vs. Oilers
Hockey Game

Sun, Jan. 6 $135 per person

L.A. Fashion District
Fri, Jan. 25 $45 per person
Fri, Feb. 22 $45 per person
Fri, March 29 $45 per person

Kings vs. Canucks
Hockey Game, L.A.
Thurs, Feb. 14 $144 per person

Algodones
Jan. 17 & Feb. 14 $45pp

Laughlin
Jan. 19 & Feb. 16 $15/$20pp

Catalina Island Day Trip
Sat, March 2 $105 per person

Mission San Juan Capistrano
Return of the Swallows

Tues, March 19 $54 per person

Ducks vs. Flames
Hockey Game, Anaheim

Wed, April 3 $135 per person
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Book online at www.cardifflimo.com/cardiff-tours
For More Tours & Info, go Online or Call 760-404-1594 TCP6941A

Sand dunes and 80-degree Decem-
ber temperatures might seem like the
last conditions on earth to inspire the
creation of holiday songs, but in fact,
the Coachella Valley figures prominent-
ly in the writing and recording of some
of the most enduring and timeless of
tunes.

There are several stories about the
creation of “White Christmas,” surely
the most famous Christmas tune of all,
but one tells of Irving Berlin writing it
poolside at the La Quinta Hotel (another
says it was the Arizona Biltmore, but ei-
ther way, it was in the desert). After fin-
ishing, he quickly called his secretary in
New York exclaiming, “Grab your pen
and take down this song. I just wrote the
best song ever written. Heck, I just
wrote the best song that anybody’s ever
written!”

That statement certainly makes
sense in retrospect, considering that the
version recorded by Bing Crosby, anoth-
er desert dweller, would become the
best selling single in history and hold
that honor for decades to come.

Regardless of the specific desert lo-
cale, most believe the song was written
in December of 1937 for a Broadway
show that was never produced. Later
Berlin pulled it out of “the trunk” of
songs he carried around as a possibility
for Paramount Pictures’ 1942 musical
film “Holiday Inn.” The beginning of the
first verse was eventually dropped, but
certainly could be describing the desert,

“The sun is shining, the grass is
green,

The orange and palm trees sway”
The song was first introduced on ra-

dio by Crosby during the Kraft Music
Hall broadcast on December 24, 1941,
barely two weeks after the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. The following year, with
the release of the movie that summer, it
became a favorite among the troops and
was well on its way to becoming one of

the best-known songs of all time. Dur-
ing the war, Crosby sometimes broad-
cast his radio program from Palm
Springs, usually from the American Le-
gion Post, which was also a stop for Jack
Benny and Al Jolson.

If you don’t associate Crosby with
Christmas as well as Der Bingle with the
desert, you probably haven’t been pay-
ing attention for the last half century.
The crooner covered practically every
other Christmas jingle from “Silver
Bells” to “Silent Night” along with grac-
ing most of the golf courses in the Coa-
chella Valley and developing Blue Skies
Trailer Village in Rancho Mirage in a nod
to another one of his hit songs.

In 1957, desert honeymooner Elvis
Presley made a version of “White Christ-
mas” while recording “Blue Christmas”
as well. Frank Sinatra, an icon in the

desert, did his own rendition of “White
Christmas” in 1944, topping the Bill-
board charts multiple times in the com-
ing years. The tune was covered by des-

ert celebrities like Doris Day, Eddy How-
ard and Dean Martin as well.

Frank Sinatra recorded “Have Your-
self a Merry Little Christmas” but mod-
ified the lyrics slightly. His version is
more famous than the original recorded
for the movie, “Meet Me in St. Louis” by
Judy Garland, a frequent visitor to the
valley. Sinatra had the songwriter Hugh
Martin change the dreary line “Until
then, we’ll have to muddle through
somehow” to a more jolly “Hang a shin-
ing star upon the highest bough.”

The mammoth success of “White
Christmas” with its tinge of melancholy
and longing for home prompted the cre-
ation of other Christmas songs with a
similar sentiment. Writing in a “blister-
ing, hot summer” multi-talented musi-
cian Mel Tormé penned what is com-
monly called “Chestnuts Roasting on an
Open Fire” or more properly “The
Christmas Song” in an effort to “stay
cool by thinking cool.”

The most famous version of “Chest-
nuts Roasting” was recorded by Nat
King Cole who played at the Chi Chi Club
in Palm Springs, and owned a house in
what is now Vista Las Palmas. Recorded
first in 1946 and then multiple times
thereafter, the Cole version was a mas-
sive hit and is regarded as the definitive
version despite the song being recorded
by Tormé almost as many times. Al-
though Tormé never lived in the desert,
his daughter and son-in-law named
their now-closed jazz bar and restau-
rant in Palm Springs in honor of the
singer known as “The Velvet Fog.”

Written in 1953 by Steve Allen “Cool
Yule” was recorded by Louis Armstrong
who did stints at the Chi Chi as well.
Playful and replete with clever innuen-
do, “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” was written
by Frank Loesser and recorded by vari-
ous desert rats including Dinah Shore,
Johnny Mercer, Barry Manilow and Es-
ther Williams. And then there is desert
regular Eartha Kitt’s wickedly funny
“Santa, Baby” filling out the list of
Christmas songs with desert associa-
tions.

Desert played role in timeless holiday songs 

Palm Canyon Drive is seen during Christmas season in the 1950s.
PHOTOS BY PALM SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY/SPECIAL TO THE DESERT SUN

Bing Crosby and Frank Sinatra play
golf in the desert.

Tracy Conrad
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

Thanks for the Memories
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