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*Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters
and special orders. Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling.
Not valid with any other offer or discount.Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/20. 3 Day Blinds LLC has
the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056, CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200,
OR #209181, PA #PA107656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS, Nassau County, NY Home Improvement
License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00, VA #2705172678 (Licensed through
Great Windows Services, LLC). © 2020 3 Day Blinds LLC.

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation

with no obligation!

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

on Custom Blinds, Shades,
Drapery and Decorative Hardware

FREE Installation*

DS-GCI0462232-04

(760) 469-2009

DS-TDS0010652-02

• Aching, Cramping or burning

• Leg numbness or tingling

• Skin changes or discoloration

• Restless legs

• Laser/radio frequency assisted Liposuction

• Body Sculpting / Skin Tightening -

1-3 cm gone in 7.5 minutes
• Laser Hair removal

• Mirco Needling for scar treatment

www.veininstituteofthedesert.com
74-361 Highway 111 Suite 5

Palm Desert, CA 92260

Medicare & PPO Insurance Accepted
Financing Options Available

The Valley’s Premier Varicose
& Spider Vein Treatment Center
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Results May Vary

Full Services & SO Much More!
Including:

Dr. Joan Warren, M.D., RPhS
Vascular & Endovascular Specialist

Problems with veins can cause

CALL TODAY
to schedule your FREE Consultation

760-610-5573

Are you bothered by
Painful, Bulging, Swollen

Varicose Veins!

DS-TDS0010955-01

VEHICLE AUCTION

Bidding open now!

Imperial Irrigation District

Auction closing Tues., Aug. 18th

Chevrolet and Ford
F150s and SUVs

Visit jjkane.com prior to the auction to register. This auction will be

ONLINE ONLY. You may inspect the vehicles up to five days before

the auction day. Visit jjkane.com for more details on inspection times.

Auction items located at:

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 333 E. Barioni Blvd., Imperial, CA

AUCTION WILL START CLOSING AT 8AM CST ON AUGUST 18TH.

For more information, please call 1-760-339-9397.

The club offered something for every-
one. Tennis, bridge, fashion shows,
equestrian events, outdoor barbecues,
Sunday morning breakfast rides, moon-
lit hayrides, and golf during the day
were followed in the evenings by elab-
orate theme parties. There was an Alad-
din’s Ball, a Monte Carlo night, and trop-
ical luaus, but the formal Shadow Ball
was the most important social event of
the season.

“But when the sun goes down, every
evening is a truly glorious climax to the
exhilarating fun-packed hours of the
day. After dark, whether one chooses
the setting of the exquisitely beautiful
Shadow Room, the picturesque Indio
Room or the spacious colorful lounge,
invariably one finds an environment
conducive to luxurious enjoyment. Cui-
sine unsurpassed, companions of your
own choosing, services and facilities
above reproach—small wonder, indeed,
that every club social event takes its
place as one of life’s treasured experi-
ences.”

Indeed, the fame of the Shadow
Mountain Club had “spread all over the
world.” Society columns featured a cav-
alcade of high-profile captains of indus-

“Nestled down among the copper-
hued foothills of the Santa Rosa range,
which juts out to form the great protec-
tion for the town, is Palm Desert—home
of the beautiful Shadow Mountain Club.
Beyond rises the spectacular snow-
capped Mt. San Gorgonio, highest peak
in Southern California, and there is no
lovlier setting than the one created by
the ever-changing shadows of the
mountains.”

This poetic description was the be-
ginning of a fluffy newspaper article
some ten years after the inception of the
Shadow Mountain Club. Doubtless
promulgated by clever public relations
at the club, the veracity of the descrip-
tion supported the images from the
time.

“One of the tremendous attractions
of the club is the enormous figure-eight
pool. There is enjoyment here for every-
one—even those who don’t go in the wa-
ter and throughout the year the pool is
the setting for water ballets, aquatic ex-
hibitions and competitions, providing
fun for those taking part, and diversion
for onlookers.”

The pool was tremendous. Its wide,
chubby, snowman silhouette, a massive
figure-eight, was laid out to emphasize
the views beyond. Designed by Tommy
Tomson, the famed landscape architect,
it was astonishingly large, 135 feet long
and at the extent of the interlocking cir-
cles, almost as wide. Janet Dee’s water
ballet troupes performed regularly on
white surfboards floating in its aquama-
rine waters.

“For the sports-minded—there is
plenty of thrilled-packed activity… more
than 150 contestants participated in the
first annual…open and invitation swim
meet held in the club pool. Two national
and seven Southern Pacific records
were broken in the two-day swim carni-
val. It can be seen that the pool has be-
come the focus of activity, particularly
in the summer.”

try who chose to holiday in the desert,
invariably led by Leonard Firestone of
the eponymous tire company. 

Tycoons such as R.B. White, Presi-
dent of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad,
and Clarence Woolley the founder of
American Radiator Co., William P. Lear
of Lear Wire Recording and Radio, Earl
Gilmore of Gilmore Oil and Stadium,
and H.F. Johnson of Johnson Wax along
with Earl H. Hoover of the vacuum
cleaner empire, were all noted as visi-
tors as early as 1950.

Celebrities like Jimmy Stewart, Dick
Powell, Robert Montgomery, Loretta
Young, Greer Garson, Bette Davis, Jea-
nette McDonald, Ann Southern and
Harold Lloyd were active members or
visitors, and had migrated eastward
from Palm Springs. Jimmy McHugh
even wrote a special song named for the
club. Entertainments featured top
headliners like Bob Hope, Rudy Valee,
and Edgar Bergen.

“The huge semi-circular club house
is situated on an advantageous eleva-
tion, which provides a sweeping view,
not only of the pine-clad Santa Rosas
which give this building a spectacular
backdrop, but also of the snowcapped

peaks of Mt. San Jacinto and San Gorgo-
nio far across the northern gateway to
the Coachella Valley. And from here, too,
are magnificent unobstructed vistas of
vast desert….”

Designed by Henry Eggers, the archi-
tect of the original Firecliff Lodge, the
clubhouse hugged the bottom of the ex-
pansive pool with a curtain of glass
punctuated at the ceiling with sharp-
ened rafter tails. Inside, a massive stone
fireplace was topped with a huge copper
hood, in another iteration of the impres-
sive fireplace at the lodge. 

Luke Leuschner and Susie O’Hair of
the Historical Society of Palm Desert ex-
plain that A. Quincy Jones was also
hired during the early building phases
and likely altered the original plans.
Luke says that Walter White was hired
to redesign the club in 1955 but his con-
cept was never built. And architects
Harold Bissner and Robert Pitchford
also designed an unrealized cocktail
lounge addition.

Baked into the original conception of
the club was the idea that it could be
bought out by its members once they
numbered 300. By the end of the sum-
mer of 1953, the purchase was a certain-
ty although its particulars are extremely
complicated.

Under its new ownership, the Shad-
ow Mountain Club would continue to
build and expand. Additions of two-sto-
ry buildings eventually surrounded the
pool, obstructing the once sweeping
views.

The adjacent Sun Lodges advertised
a similar scheme of “own-your-own-
cottage” but didn’t survive similarly un-
sympathetic additions, and like the Fi-
recliff Lodge was demolished.

Only the Shadow Mountain Club sur-
vives. The remarkable pool remains a
tribute to the original vision of Palm
Desert, still enticing swimmers with
“hours more sun” and “lots more fun.”

Tracy Conrad is president of the Palm
Springs Historical Society. The Thanks
for the Memories column appears Sun-
days in The Desert Sun. Write to her at
pshstracy@gmail.com.

Shadow Mountain Club had something for everyone
Tracy Conrad
Special to Palm Springs Desert Sun

USA TODAY NETWORK

Aerial image of the Henry Eggers- and A. Quincy Jones-designed Shadow
Mountain Club, set around Tommy Tomson’s iconic figure eight pool. COURTESY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PALM DESERT

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES


