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ViroCLEAR brings sanitiser innovation to Ballina
The company is growing month by month with their new ways to disinfect, including a sanitiser that works like a
cockroach bomb, labelled a game changer for childcare and health care.

Tessa Flemming

@tessa_flemming 3 min read December 11, 2021 - 11:50AM

A non-alcoholic sanitiser that works like a cockroach bomb is just the latest in a line of growing medical

ingenuity for one Ballina company gaining international acclaim.

For over 20 years, ViroCLEAR founder and The BioVerse Group chairman Ross Macdougald has been using

the Northern Rivers as inspiration for his cosmetic and pharmaceutical innovation.

The Ballina chemist had already launched essential oil company Phytoverse and clean cosmeceuticals brand

Biologi when he turned his sights to the pandemic.

He was inspired to become a player in the Covid-19 fight by his wife Lucy who suffers from chronic

dermatitis and eczema, aggravated by using Ethanol-based traditional sanitisers.

“I knew that her using the Ethanol hand sanitiser would not be a good thing but I needed to protect her

because we needed to be disinfecting,” he said.

Mr Macdougald created a formula using benzalkonium chloride, a known disinfectant that becomes non-

irritant at 0.12 per cent, and introduced lemon bush and camomile to enhance its effectiveness.

“I gave it Lucy and it worked wonders on her hand,” Mr Macdougald said.
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Mr Macdougald said the Therapeutic Goods Administration certified hand surface disinfectant soon become a

“star performer”.

The latest product, a sanitiser and protectant fogger, was also building on the brand’s sanitisation innovation.
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The product dispenses a fine mist of antimicrobial sanitiser to create a protective layer covering up to 40m2

and is currently undergoing testing for effectiveness against Covid-19.

“You leave it in a room for about 30 minutes inside the room and then the room’s completely disinfected,” Mr

Macdougald said.

“It will be fantastic for hospitals, obviously aged-care, health care facilities.

“We’re not using Ethanol so you can use it in childcare facilities, in schools, in places where alcohol may be

banned like jails for example.”

Mr Macdougald hoped it would encourage people to use preventive measures.

“The other thing we probably don’t think about is when a product caused you trouble you usually stop using

it,” he said.

“It’s the way of the future because I don’t think we’re going to get rid of coronavirus.

“We’re going to have to live with it in its many forms.”

Aussie Pharma Direct’s Daniel Seldon. Picture: Salty Dingo

Distributor Daniel Seldon from Aussie Pharma Direct said the fogger was a game changer given the current

climate.

“The pandemic has created a heightened awareness of the need for good sanitisation, so this is another tool

in our protective armoury to keep everyone safe and healthy,” Mr Seldon said.

“Not every indoor space lends itself to good ventilation, so the ViroCLEAR fogger offers an effective solution

to kill airborne ‘nasties.’”

A “growing” market perfect for Ballina employment

And it’s not just the health of North Coast residents Mr Macdougald hopes to assist but also their job

opportunities.

He said the ViroCLEAR name was growing repeat buyers worldwide, and in turn, bringing in more potential

for the region.

“The brand just keeps growing month on month ” Mr Macdougald said.

“We hear ‘my kid’s had dermatitis for six months, I got him to try it and his skin fixed up in a day’.

“I love that. That’s why it was developed.”

As a Ballina resident of 20 years, Mr Macdougald also wanted to eventually see The BioVerse Group

manufacturing move from Melbourne to Ballina.

“As we get bigger we will have to produce more,” he said.

“That’s my dream — I’d like to keep it all here in Ballina and employ local people.

“Upskilling people who thought they wouldn’t be able to get a job, or stop the drain of young people going to

the bigger cities because they can’t find a job here.”
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Employee Briony Williams is the perfect example of someone who was working in Sydney but relished the

chance the company gave her to move back home.

“I feel like the opportunities we have here would be something

people would be looking for in the city and the fact we can do

this sort of work but also have that beautiful work/life balance

and live so close to the ocean is rare,” she said.

“To be able to do this sort of job in a regional area is amazing.”
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Gun assault victim’s brave words as attacker faces court

The victim of a Northern Rivers car racing personality has bravely spoken out in the a�ermath of a harrowing gun assault. Read
what she had to say.


