
Artist Biography, Publications, and Notable Accolades



BACKGROUND

Masri, an Italian-Lebanese artist, was born in Tripoli, Lebanon, in 1965. A transformative
moment occurred at the age of nine when he received a set of colored paints from his
uncle. These paints would become his sanctuary for the next fifteen years as he
navigated the traumas of Lebanon's protracted civil war. In 1989, Masri relocated to
Florence, Italy, where he immersed himself in the study of fine arts at the Academy and
the State Institute of Fine Arts. Italy served as both an escape and a new home where
he honed his skills in painting, life drawing, and sculpture.

Despite being relatively reticent about self-promotion, Masri's profound talent drew a
loyal following of admirers and led to a series of awards, gallery and museum
exhibitions, and media recognition. Feeling the winds of change after a quarter-century
of artistic creation, Masri finds himself at a new juncture, ready to explore fresh and
challenging artistic endeavors.

PORTRAITS

Masri’s portraits are a psychological exploration, stripped of daily façades. Inspired by
Lucian Freud, Masri captures the essence of his subjects in a way that goes beyond
mere physical resemblance. His works offer a profound look into the soul, making
visible the emotional and experiential depths of each individual.

LANDSCAPES

Masri's landscapes are a vibrant tapestry of colors and tones. His use of light and
shadow serves not merely as a technical device but as a narrative tool, transforming
ordinary scenes into realms that verge on the otherworldly. Each work offers a tranquil
yet dynamic escape, highlighting Masri's exceptional skill in composition.

ABSTRACTS

In his abstract works, Masri fuses color, movement, and emotion to create canvases
that pulse with life. These abstracts often serve as magnified extensions of his portrait
works, synergizing with them in the same way a robust Cabernet Sauvignon
complements a tangy Roquefort.



TECHNIQUE

Masri's technical versatility has drawn comparisons to masters like Delacroix, Picasso,
Emilio, Van Gogh, and Gerhard Richter. Often bypassing brushes in favor of his hands
and palette knives, Masri employs a medley of techniques, ranging from abstract
expressionism to metaphysical artistry.

Masri Live Painting at the 2023 LA “Portraits Throughout Time” Exhibit

Masri Painting in the Documentary "The Portrait of Masri”



NOTABLE PUBLICATIONS, PRIZES, AND NOMINATIONS

Solo Exhibitions Highlights:

2023: Full Exclusivity - The American Art Gallery, Carmel, CA
2023: Portraits Throughout Time - The Brentwood Oak Ranch + AAG
2020: "Compulsion" - Mary Tomas Gallery, Dallas, TX
2015: Artifact Gallery - New York, USA
2005: The American Art Gallery - Carmel, California
2002: Galleria Modigliani - Milan, Italy

Group Exhibitions Highlights:

2020: International Biennal of the Norman - Palermo, Italy
2020: "Across the river" - South Korea
2018: Breckenridge Fine Arts Center - Portrait Society of America, Texas
2018: International Art Festival - South Korea

Membership:

NEUTRAL-ISM - International Art Movement, Italy
Portrait Society of America
Lebanese Artists Association, LAAPS - Lebanon
International Culture & Arts Federation, ICAF - South Korea

Awards & Honors:

2019: International Prize - "Artist of the Year" - Mantua Social Theatre, Italy
2019: International Prize "Diego Velazquez" - MEAM Museum, Barcelona, Spain
2017: Work selected for National Museum of Boxing - Assisi, Italy
2012: Finalist - Royal Society of Portrait, Mall Gallery, London
2007: 2nd Prize International Arte Laguna - Treviso, Italy
2003: 1st Prize International "Art e Società" - Sicilia, Italy

Publications & Interviews:

2023: Documentary "The Portrait of Masri" by Pagliai Film Group in association with
Kahuna Film
2023: Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #50, USA
2020: PATRON Magazine “Summer Issue,” Dallas, USA



2019: Art International Contemporary Issue #2, Italy
2019: Artist Portfolio Magazine Feature, USA
2019: Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #40, USA
2019: Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #39, USA
2018: PATRON Magazine, Dallas, USA
2016: PATRON Magazine, Dallas, USA
2014: Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #19, USA
2014: Singulart Magazine, USA
2013: Amazing Paintings by Masri Hayssam, USA
2013: Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #10, USA
2012: Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #7, USA
2004: Cedar Wings Issue #79, Lebanon
2004: ARTnews, USA
2003: ARTE Magazine, Italy

PATRONS

Masri's art has resonated with a diverse and distinguished group of patrons, including Ellen

DeGeneres, Ringo Starr, and Tony Coles, showcasing the universal appeal and profound impact

of his work.

EXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATION

Masri is exclusively represented by The American Art Gallery in Carmel, California, where his

work continues to captivate and inspire audiences.





Documentary "The Portrait of Masri" by Pagliai Film Group in association with Kahuna
Film



Portraits Throughout Time - The Brentwood Oak Ranch + AAG



Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #50, USA



Art International Contemporary Issue #2, Italy



Artist Portfolio Magazine Feature



Artist Portfolio Magazine #40, USA

Singulart Magazine, USA



Artist Portfolio Magazine Issue #10, USA

Cedar Wings Issue #79, Lebanon



ARTE Magazine, Italy


