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Collecting is something that has been part of 

various cultures for thousands of years. My own 

interest began in the early 70s when I began to 

study with Warren W. Woodworth (1923 – 

2005).  Warren moved to Little Falls in 1972 and 

once he was settled in began teaching evening 

classes through adult continuing education. I 

continued on as a private pupil. I can't remember 

at this time what clicked and I began to collect 

artwork, all I can say is that it became an 

obsession.  

This group of artwork represents a very, very 

small fraction of my collection. Many of the 

pieces remain in portfolios as I don't have the 

room to display everything. With that said, 

every now and then I take time out to sit down 

and go through the works.  

Collecting art--whether it be drawings, etchings, 

prints, oil paintings, sculpture or ceramics is an 

interesting way to not only have works by other 

artists, it also serves as a way to have your 

friends’ spirits around, thus providing great 

memories. It also serves as an inspiration in 

producing one's own work.  

As an artist, one relies on patrons/collectors of 

their own works; I have patrons who began 

collecting my work in the 70s and have works 

from then to now. Conversely, I have works 

of Bela Petheo (1937 – 2017) dating from the 

1950s to one of his last works.  

Collecting has changed dramatically since 2008 

- 2009 as a result of the economic crash. 

People re-evaluated what was important to them 

and the younger generations are not as interested 

in possession of any kind. So, to beg the 

question: what is the future of collecting? Only 

time will tell. All disciplines have taken a fatal 

blow because of COVID-19, let us all take a 

deep breath and look to sunnier days.  
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• BELA PETHEO 
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