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Glamorous ! エモい！ 
May 1987, Ginza, Tokyo, 昭和62年5月, 銀座、東京 
Leica M6 (Summilux 50/F1.4) 

A marketing event, promoting Scottish Tennent’s beer happening in the 
Car-Free Ginza Street. The flyer said ‘If you win the game twice against 
Tennent’s girls, you will get a free beer!’ The game, which they played, was 
the classic ‘Rock, Paper and Scissors’. The promoter in the centre must 
have caught my father’s attention.

Singin’ in the Rain  
雨に唄えば !? 
November 1980, Ginza, Tokyo, 
昭和55年11月, 銀座、東京 
Leica Minolta CL (Summilux 
50/F1.4) 

The window display at the WAKO 
department store changes every 
six weeks. The window displays 
started in 1952 with three windows 
for three top designers. WAKO, 
established in 1881, was famed by 
the world-famous Seiko brand. My 
father happened to be there when 
they were shooting the promotional 
video for a designer’s apparel.  The 
shooting equipment looks vintage. 

Innovation 画期的！ 
January 1979, Ginza, Tokyo, 
昭和54年1月, 銀座、東京 
Leica Minolta CL (Summilux 
50/F1.4) 

A photo developing, and processing 
shop, aka DPE, in Ginza. 7Hours, 
doubles as the signage of the 
shop and their assurance to their 
customers that they can deliver 
the processing within 7 hours. DPE 
was in big demand as photography 
gained popularity in the 1970s and 
1980s. Through the window display, 
you can see stacks of films on sale. 

Jiro Kochi  

Jiro Kochi was born in May 1927 in Nakano, Tokyo. He was 
an average Japanese salaryman, who lived with his wife 
and three children. He moved to Takanodai, Tokyo, when 
his children were still small.  For forty years, he worked 
at Tenshodo in Ginza, a specialty shop selling products 
ranging from model planes and steam trains, to high-end 
jewelries and watches. As there were many camera shops 
in Ginza, Jiro enjoyed visiting these shops to admire the 
cameras on display. 

His interest in photography started from his school days. 
He had a lifelong passion for photography, including videos 
and films. Jiro was never without his camera, in particular, 
his beloved Leica. He also had an interest in crafting model 
planes, which inspired him to grow a deep passion for film 
cameras, especially Leica cameras and lenses which he 
thought were works of art.

Jiro was always taking photos – photos of his family, 
on his 90 minutes daily commute to work, people he 
encountered, places he frequent visited, and anything that 
caught his curious eye.  This passion followed him until his 
death in 2010.
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A New Hope! 新たなる希望  
August 1978, Japan Theatre (Nichigeki) Yurakucho  
昭和53年8月, 日劇、有楽町 
Leica IIIf (Elmar 50/F3.5) 

Star Wars, Episode 4 - A New Hope, was screened at Nichigeki Theatre, Yurakucho, 
Tokyo, for the very first time in Japan. That movie clinched 7 Academy Awards.   
It showed a big influence of Western entertainment in Japan. It was also screened in 
four other cinemas in Tokyo. 

Nichigeki is a U-shaped Art Deco period building with a 4,000 seating capacity, 
which opened in 1933 and closed down in 1981. It showed movies, stage shows, 
concerts, etc. It was once bustling with American servicemen and tourists.  
Nichigeki was near to my father’s workplace, Tenshodo, which was located at Ginza  
4th Street. 

Scoop スクープ 
1957, Yurakucho, Tokyo  
昭和32年, 有楽町、東京  
Leica IIIf 

A press cameraman was taking 
pictures of a building on fire with 
a ‘Speed Graphic’, a press camera 
produced by Graflex. The location of 
this photo was near to my father’s 
workplace.  He was walking around 
the vicinity during lunchtime and 
chanced upon this scene. Yurakucho 
has since evolved into a lively 
and posh city after GHQ (General 
Headquarters) left in 1952. SOGO 
department store in Tokyo was the 
first department store opened in 
Yurakucho in that year. 

Fire 対岸の火事  
1957, Yurakucho, Tokyo 
昭和32年, 有楽町、東京  
Leica IIIf 

Passersby were observing the fire 
from a distance.  As stated on the 
street signboard, it was the end of 
Ginza 4th street towards Yurakucho. 
My father’s eyes must have caught the 
two girls who were devotedly trying to 
collect donations.  They don’t seem to 
care about the fire on the other side.  

Three Samurais  三匹の侍 
May 1979,  Kokubunji Train 
Station, Tokyo  
昭和54年5月, 国分寺駅ホー
ム、東京 
Leicaflex SL (Summicron 50/F2) 

From his commute starting from 
Takanodai Station, my father would 
alight at Kokubunji Station to transfer 
to another train.  It is interesting to 
see the way people waited for their 
trains. They look relaxed, neither 
impatient nor stressed, especially the 
three young men squatting down and 
chatting away.

Pretending to sleep 寝たふり？ 
March 1985, Inside commuting 
train, Tokyo
昭和60年3月, 通勤電車の中、
東京 
Leica IIIf (Summicron 50/F2) 
 
A train conductor was checking if the 
passengers had their tickets; passengers 
who did not have one or bought the 
incorrect ticket could approach the 
train conductor to purchase one. These 
jobs have been rendered obsolete with 
the invention of automatic ticket gates. 
Sometimes, passengers pretend to be 
asleep to avoid topping-up money.  It is 
also interesting to see how the trainees 
were observing the driver.  

Caught it! シャッター チャンス！ 
June 1978, Shinjuku, Tokyo, 
昭和53年6月, 新宿、東京, 
Leica IIIf 

My father used to drive to work on some Sundays. 
On a particular Sunday, while he was waiting for 
the traffic lights to turn green, he came across two 
men on their way to a golf session.  Fortunately, 
his camera was always ready to shoot, and he 
must have been excited to catch the perfect 
scene at that moment.

The World’s Word…  
世界のことば！ 
January 1979, Ginza, Tokyo 
昭和54年1月, 銀座、東京
Leica Minolta CL (Summilux 
50/F1.4) 

Japan’s first McDonald, a fast-
food restaurant, opened in 1971 in 
Ginza. McDonald’s slogan between 
1978-1985 was “The world’s word... 
McDonald’s!”  The fast-food restaurant 
started the trend of eating McDonald’s 
burger while walking along the Car-
Free Ginza street. 

Sprinkles 宝石箱 
May 1987, Ginza, Tokyo  
昭和62年5月, 銀座、東京  
Leica M6 (Summilux 50/F1.4) 

A birds-eye view of the Car-free Ginza 
Street from above one of the building 
in the middle of Ginza 4th Street. 
The building on the left is WAKO, a 
popular department store established 
in 1881, made famous by the world-
acclaimed Seiko watch brand. The 
Neo-Renaissance building design 
is a symbolic monument in Ginza. 
On the right, you can see Matsuya 
and Mitsukochi, long-established 
department stores. You can also see 
many parasols set up along the road 
for people to rest and chat with their 
friends.

Abundance! 高度成長期  
February 1979, Ginza, Tokyo  
昭和54年2月, 銀座、東京  
Leicaflex SL (Elmarit 135/F2.8) 

Hundreds of people enjoyed walking 
along the streets in Ginza during 
Car-free days during the weekends. 
Everybody looked thrilled and had 
smiles on their faces. Ginza was the 
most expensive district in Tokyo. Many 
branches of Japanese Banks were 
also located in Ginza. The Car-free 
street movement was an aim to raise 
public awareness of the issue of traffic 
congestion and air pollution.

Morning Glory  
いらっしゃいませ！  
June 1988, Ginza, Tokyo 
昭和63年6月, 銀座、東京  
Leica M5 (Summilux 50/F1.4) 

A saleswoman was greeting 
customers at the entrance of the 
Matsuya department store in Ginza, 
which opened in 1925.  The woman 
might be a new staff, as she looks shy 
and a little nervous.  My father must 
have felt her warmth and sincerity 
towards the visitors. Matsuya 
departmental store’s culture of 
welcoming visitors in the old days 
continued to this day. 


