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The Middletons
have holidayed here
for years, which is
how we mel’

he Duches of Cambrdge could

rest assured that Prince George
was well prepared for any days on
the beach during his recent first
overseas tour. As the proud own
of his very own bespoke pair of
Louy B runks, he s folloming in a
long line of sivlish devotees of the
ex sive Mustique brand
mcluding his mother and his aum
Pippa Middlcton, as well as
Elizabeth Husrley and Jerry Hall

‘We don’t do baby sizes, so |
muade hum i one-of] navy paur in the

Passion Fruit design from the new
collection, which he wore on
Macaroni Beach,” savs designer
Loty Bunbury, who presented the
Prince with his shorts while he was
on Musuque with his mum and her
Lumily 1.1ll|h r this yeur

It was no surprase to Loy, whose
husband Michael s the island’s
doctor, that Kate chose Mustique
for her son’s first foreign !;--luL-
where she joined her Lamly for us
annual break on the sland i
of 1ts 74 luxury villas

Credited with fixing several
sopourns here for the young rovak
Loty understands better than most
the allure of the paradise sland s
long associated with Princess
Margaret, who made Mustique a

word for glamour i the 1960

1770s.

NOTES FROM A SMALL ISLAND
It's not just that there are beauuful
beaches, gardens and villas here
but there s such a wonderful
friendly atmosphere,” says
designer, who started hand
pamnung silk sarongs shonly after

her armval here some 21 years age

DESIGNER TO THE STARS AND PRINCE GEORGE inchosed in cverything i mest

such a Bscinating mix of peopl
We are just the lowly doctor and has
people, from the chap who staned
his own business a d 5%

desgners and scientists, People feel

TELLS WHY ROYALS ARE DRAWN TO THE ISLAND | [seiuserms
PARADISE THAT INSPIRES HER BEACHWEAR Ty g bothered e

though, that we introduced Kae
and Willaum 1o the nland. Prince
William obviously had his entrée

.
'I"s no' Ius' through Princess Margaret and the

Middletons have holidaved here
“‘e beuuﬁful for years, which is how we met, and
then Kate came out for a few davs
early 10 organise a house party for

beaches’ William before they were marned

1 1 got 1o know them very well

gardens and As the sole resident doctor
employved by the Mustigue
Company, the private corporation

N
V|"us - I|'e that effectively owns the island,

Michael and Lotty are the
< || he island. “Eveny
comes fo you | [Esheirmertiemns
. I Michael is not in the clinic, people
in Mushque know to come to the house, Amy

tume of dav or night, we can
expect someone o urn up ’




sarong,
husha:mehu usﬂquo's

re: doctor. During their 21-
* years here, e become friends

for years," she says




'Colours are
incredibly vibrant. It
helps that | work in
the heart of nature’

with & cut or break. P've had plenty
of people sitting in the kitchen with
an ace-pack, warting unul I can
Jocate Michael and drag him badk
from the tennis court or a run
Since the ambulance doubles as the
family car, we are often racked
down at a picnic on the beach with
some emergency. Michael s known
on the sland as "Doc” and P'm "Mes
Doc” or sometimes just ‘Doc’, 1oo”

Louy certanly had no intenton
of creating her own chic beach
Libel when she landed here in 1993
with two suitcases and her six-week-
obd son Freddse in her anms

‘When we arnived in Mustique
there was no Internet, telephones
hardly worked and parcels turned
up several months Lte. Running a
business would have been
impossible, Most of my tme was
spent with the children (Freddie
now 21, Fabian, 19, Madeleine, 18
and Jemima, 16) and painting silk
sarongs was just a hobby.

"There were very few children
living on the island and each
morning | took mine and a
neighbour’s down to the sea, where
we had ‘school” on the beach
learning the alphabet, numbers
and shapes by drawing in the sand ™

The children moved to the sole
primuary school, where only Englsh
and maths were taught, before
going to England atthe age of 11 10
attend a prep school that backs
onto her parents’ house in Dorset

“They fl.\ll alotof catcha p o
do,” Loty recalls. "Even wearing
socks and shoes or travelling by
run were novelues w them,”

The sland was their playground
and she has fond memories of
them racing up and down the
veranda as she worked beneath the
billowing lengths of painted slk
hung out 10 dry in the breeze.

INSPIRED BY NATURE
Subject martter has never been a
problem.” says Lotty. "Colours are
mcredibly vibrant here - clear and
sharp, or soft and pastel wned n
the carly morning. It helps that 1
work in the midst of nature - on
the veranda the hummingbards and
bananaquits take nectar from the
bougainvillea or build their nesis”

Lotty, who studied stained-glass
painung at Chelsea College of A,
expected the family o eventually
move back to England, where she
planned 1o open a studio

‘I've often wondered how 1
stayed put for so long,” she saws
My father was in the army, so we
were abways travelling as chiddren. 1
was born in Malava and lived in
Ghana and Malawi. Even our
honeymoon was a huge road tip
a bicvdle ride through Kenva o
South Africa, where we worked ina
missionary hospatal in Zuluband for
nine months. When Freddie
armved we thought we should
ecarn some money. Michael




One of the many
benefits of island life
is being able to eat al
fresco, something
Lotty, Michael and
their children (above,
from left) Freddie,
21, Madeleine, 18,
Fabian, 19, and
Jemima, 16, relish.
Lotty also gets to
work outdoors (left)
and indeed uses the
nature around her as
inspiration for her
designs, including
the Passion Fruit-
patterned shorts
(below) she made for
Prince George (right
with the Duchess of
Cambridge during
their recent trip to
Australia). Lotty
gave them to the
young Prince when
he was on holiday in
Mustique with Kate
and her family earfier
this year




Riding on the beach in bikinis designed by Mum (above) and hanging out with the family in Basil's Bar for a
sundowner (below) are all part of the fun of island life. Though the boys attend British universities, Madeleine
is studying in Florence and Jemima is at school in Dorset, they still see Mustique as home

went for the job as the island’s
doctor. I've never had island fever.
We're so busy and life's never dull -
the world comes w you in Mustique.

“When we arrwved, Princess
Margaret was still very much part of
the island. My husband got 1o know
her very well and thought she was
an incredible woman.

“Although Colin Tennant [Lord
Glenconner, a close friend of
Margaret's who bought Mustique
in 1958] had left, he sull flew down
from St Lucia once a year to see
Michael, who checked over his
aches and pains. He was an amazing
man, despate his tempers.”

TAKING THE SILK ROUTE

As her children moved w boarding

school, Louy started painting more,
wrning her silks into kaftans that
she sold at Chrisumas sales for

residents and visitors.

Sax vears ago, she ok over the
giltshop on the island and founded
Pink House, where she sold her
designs and homemade rinkets.

“I'went from hand-painting inw
print with my silks, under the name
of Lotty B, and started the Pink
House Mustique line of swimming
trunks for men. This expanded
into linen shirts and bikinis,
creaung a small collection for men,
wormen and children




‘There were very few children living on the island when we arrived. They had “school”
on the beach, learning the alphabet, numbers and shapes by drawing in the sand’

Although quite different, the
two labels run alongside each other
T wake o subject and ron i rough the
colle n, from kaftan and kimono

swimming shorts. This year I'n
working on three design themes -
pelicans, bamboo and leaves.”

CELEBRITY SUPPORT
Loty savs some of the island’s well
i v vsitors have been incredibly
rous in their support
Early on, just before one of our
xs sales, Jerry Hall came w
rihday panty for Freddie. All my
sarongs were on show She said they
would make wonderful Chnsomas
presents and bought the lot. T was
wi = but had no dea wha |
going to put in the island show
o another wellknows
wt Middleton, she says

on kaftan = it is & great coves
ver a biking and everyone looks
f course, looks
It's not abow:
pe stvle
hing good about yourse .’

A few vears Elizabeth Hurley
was photographed in one of her
sarongs for 4 magazine shoot. “She
has always been great fun and since
she started her own beach
have had a lot o @ik about

Tommy Hilfiger wok a f

to use i one of his §
He put Karolina Kurkovi in

e of my saro on the r

b was really helpful to me

John R son of Jigsaw and
Colin Fenn of Fenn, Wright
Manson have villas on the sland

d were instrumental helping
Lotty move from hand-painted
preces to getting her fabrics
printed. “T always said 1 couldn’t
print because it wouldn't | as
good as the hand- d finish. |

v it more as a hobby than a

d business. They proved me
wrong by taking one of my silks and
ha tprinted in five colourways
I was blown by the result

my business to a dif

L They've been so g

CNEToUs,
The sarong is sull the starting
point of the Loty B collection, the
Large piece of silk on which Louy
hand paints designs that she first
sketches on paper

b it then work on g

er untl I'm happy

e sending it off w be printed
reating the designs s my Lvourite
part of the business,” savs Loty
who has been commissioned o
produce bespoke gilt scarves for
Sandy Lane, the

Beverly Hilks

t o produce a line of

baby shorts, as she did for Prince
George. “We maiching shorts
for daddses and little bos, though
Littde bows love o look

ir daddies.”

re’s an adea for m
n's birthday in June

NTERV SLSAN SPRING
P 3S: CHRSS BOTT

“Mr and Mrs Doc" take a sunset stroll on the beach (above). As the only resident GP, Michael is never really

off duty. “Everyone knows where we live,” says Lotty. “Any time of day or night, we can expect someone to

turn up with a cut or break... Since the ambulance doubles as the family car, we are often tracked down at a
picnic on the beach with some emergency”




